
    

    

    
    
 
 
  "Dad! Wake up!" said the Little Puppy. 

  "Why? What's wrong?" asked Daddy Dog. 

  "Well, I woke up early and now I want to hear a story about when you were a puppy," answered the Little Puppy.

  Daddy Dog sat up in bed and cleared the sleep away from his eyes. "Okay, Little Puppy," he said. "I'll tell you a story."

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  "When I was little," said Daddy Dog, "I lived in Egypt. My mistress was a woman named Cleopatra. Her dad died when she was eighteen years old. 

  "That's really sad, Dad," the Little Puppy interrupted. 

  "Yes, son, it is, but quiet that tail and listen," said Daddy Dog. He patted the Little Puppy's head.

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  "When Cleopatra's father died, she became the queen of Egypt. Her brother Ptolemy became the king, although in Egypt kings are called pharaohs." 

  "That is so awesome. I want to be a pharaoh!" exclaimed the Little Puppy.

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  "It was really neat being a puppy living in a palace but many people did not think that Cleopatra was a good queen. They took away her power and made her brother the ruler. Cleopatra was very upset. I had to be a loyal dog and keep her company."

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  "In those days, two people wanted to be the leader of Rome," Daddy Dog went on. "A man named Julius Caesar was one of them. He fought with a man named Pompey. Caesar won the war and was in charge of Rome. Then Caesar sailed to Egypt in a boat. When he got to Egypt, Cleopatra met him in a very unusual way."

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  "How did she meet him, Dad?" asked the Little Puppy. 

  "Well, first she lay down on a carpet. Then her servants rolled up the carpet while she was inside it. Next, her servants carried the carpet, with Cleopatra inside of it, into the palace where Caesar lived," Daddy Puppy explained. 

  "Wow! That was pretty tricky!" said the Little Puppy.

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  "I followed the servants who were carrying the carpet. The palace guards did not stop the servants because they thought a carpet was being delivered. Once the carpet was near Caesar, the servants unrolled the carpet and Cleopatra came out! You should have seen the look on Caesar's face. I laughed out loud."

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  "When Cleopatra came out, she and Caesar started talking. Caesar fell in love with her even though he was much older than her,"

  "Eewwww, gross!" said the Little Puppy.

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  "Cleopatra and I wanted to move back to the palace and be in charge again. Caesar loved Cleopatra so much that he wanted to help her become queen. Her brother Ptolemy did not like that, but Caesar won the fight and Cleopatra became the leader of Egypt again. We moved back to the palace and had a wonderful time."

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  "Caesar took Cleopatra back to Rome to see his home. Caesar and Cleopatra had a baby named Caesarion. Soon after the baby was born, though, Caesar was killed while he was walking to work in Rome."

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  "Cleopatra went back to Egypt right away. Caesarion helped her rule Egypt for several years. He was fun to play with! Cleopatra was very rich. She took good care of me. We took baths in milk to make our skin soft."

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  "One day, Caesar's friend Mark Antony came to visit Cleopatra. They fell in love and had three children. One time, Cleopatra and Mark had a contest to see who could make the most expensive food ever. Cleopatra melted down a fancy pearl and then drank it. She won the contest!"

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  "Soon, another war broke out. Cleopatra had a lot of money so she helped Antony pay troops to help him fight. Unfortunately, he lost the war. A man named Octavian won and took control of Egypt. Cleopatra wasn't queen anymore."

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  "Cleopatra was so sad that she let a poisonous snake bite her," Daddy Dog said softly. 

  "Did she die, Dad?" asked the Little Puppy. 

  "Yes, son, she did. And Mark Antony was so sad that he died too."

 

  

    

    

    
    
 
 
  "What did you do then, Dad?" asked the Little Puppy. 

  "I stayed in the castle and made new friends. It was a sad time. Eventually, I left the castle so I could meet your mom and have you, Little Puppy." 

  "I'm glad you did!" said the Little Puppy.
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