

    

    

    
    

  Mike and Lilly were two little mice. They lived in a house that belonged to a family of people. One day, the father of the family came home from work carrying something very unusual. Mike called out excitedly, "Lilly! Come and look! You won't believe what the people have brought into the house!"

  "What is it?" Lilly asked. She peaked out, and her mouth fell open with surprise. "It's a tree!"

 


  



    

    

    
    

  Can you believe it? There was a large pine tree in the living room of the family's house! The two mice hid in the branches and watched. The family sang songs together as they covered the tree with lights that twinkled. Soon there were colourful decorations of every shape and size on the branches of the tree. On the very top of the tree, the mother placed a lovely angel with a halo and wings.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  "What do you think this tree is for?" Mike asked.

  "I don't know," said Lilly, "but I heard them call it a Christmas tree."

  "I wonder what Christmas is?" said Mike.

  "I don't know that either," said Lilly, "but I'd love to find out!"

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Over the next few days, the family put packages under the tree. The packages were wrapped in colourful paper and tied with fancy ribbons. "These are presents!" Mike cried out, running across the top of the packages.

  "Perhaps it's someone's birthday," guessed Lilly. Mike looked at the tags on the presents. A different name appeared on each one, along with the words "Merry Christmas."

  Feeling very confused, Mike said "it looks like everyone gets a present for Christmas!"

 

  



    

    

    
    

  The two little mice scuttled around the house and discovered decorations all over the place! They found stockings hanging from the fireplace, a wreath hanging on the door, and little toy figures of a chubby, bearded man in a red suit.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Lilly had been listening. "The family calls him Santa Claus," she said. "They say he will come on Christmas Eve and put presents in everyone's stocking." Mike took the toy's hat and beard and put them on.

  "Now I'm Santa Claus!" he laughed.

  "Why does Santa bring presents?" wondered Lilly.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Later that evening, the mother called her children to the table. "Kids! It's time to set up the Nativity!" One by one, the contents of the box were carefully arranged on the table as the mother told the story of Christmas. The children listened excitedly. Nearby, the two little mice were listening, too.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  "A long time ago," she began, "two people named Mary and Joseph travelled to the town of Bethlehem. Mary was pregnant with a very special baby. The city was crowded and there was no place for them to stay except a barn. In the barn, Mary gave birth to her baby. She named him Jesus. Angels sang and shepherds came to worship him. Three wise men gave gifts to the baby Jesus. The son of God had been born!"

 

  



    

    

    
    

  The children clapped and cheered. They loved to hear the story of Christmas. Mike and Lilly were very excited by the story they had just heard. They ran up the table to get a better look at the Nativity scene. They recognised all of the little figurines and stood beside them. "This is Mary!" Lilly said. "This is the baby Jesus and these are the wise men who came to worship him!"

 

  



    

    

    
    

  "These are the three wise men who brought gifts to the baby Jesus," Mike added. Now I know why people give gifts for Christmas and why Santa Claus gives gifts, too. They all want to celebrate how happy they are that the son of God was born."

  "I wish we could celebrate the miracle, too," Lilly sighed.

  "We can!" cried Mike.

  "Let's have our own Christmas holiday celebration!" Lilly clapped her paws. She couldn't wait to begin.

 


  



    

    

    
    

  The two little mice looked around their home inside the wall. "The first thing we need is a Christmas tree, but I don't think we can fit one in here," said Lilly.

  "Wait here," said Mike. "I'll be right back." Before long, Mike came back carrying a small twig with pine needles on it.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  "Where did you get that?" Lilly cried out happily.

  "I got it from the tree the people have," said Mike proudly. "Now we can have our very own Christmas tree. But what can we use to decorate it?"

  "Leave that to me!" Lilly said as she scampered away. She came back a few minutes later with her arms full of buttons, string, beads, and glitter.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  The two little mice decorated their Christmas tree together, just like the people had done. They sang the family's songs as they worked. Some of the songs were funny and about Santa Claus and a reindeer with a red nose. Some of the songs were beautiful and about the miracle of Christmas. The songs made the work seem fun. Before they knew it their beautiful Christmas tree was sparkling in the middle of their home.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  "Now we need presents to put under our tree," decided Lilly. "Where can we get them? We don't have any money."

  "We don't need money to get presents," Mike said wisely. "I heard the children say that they made presents for their mum and dad at school. They're the best presents of all, because they're made with love."

 


  



    

    

    
    

  So Mike and Lilly each made something special for each other. Then they wrapped their gifts carefully in old scraps of paper and tied them with bits of string. When they placed their gifts under the tree they both agreed that it looked even more beautiful than before.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Then they decorated their little mouse home. They went from room to room in the big house to find useful bits and pieces. Mike found some pine needles on the floor under the Christmas tree. "I can use this to make a wreath!" he said.

  Lilly found some red thread in the closet and a cotton ball in the bathroom cupboard. "I can use these to make our own Santa Claus," she said.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  "We should have a Nativity scene, just like the people do," Lilly suggested next. Mike agreed. So they used crayons and pieces of paper to make their own Nativity scene. They drew pictures of Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, the angel, and the three wise men. They even drew pictures of little sheep and a barn. Most importantly of all, they drew a picture of the baby Jesus lying in a bed of hay.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  When their drawings were finished, they cut them out and glued them onto a paper plate: their very own Nativity scene! Now their house was fully decorated and the two little mice both agreed that it looked beautifully Christmassy.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  The little mice collapsed into their chairs, feeling happy but tired. "There's only one thing that's missing," Mike said with a thoughtful frown.

  "What's that?" Lilly asked.

  "We don't have any stockings for Santa to fill," Mike replied. "Christmas Eve is tonight. There's no way we can sew stockings in time!"

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Lilly realised that Mike was right. They would not have any stockings for Santa to fill that night. The sun had set in the sky and Christmas Eve had arrived! Feeling sad, they decided to listen to the mum and dad read the children their bedtime story.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  The children were snuggled in their beds and their mother sat in a chair between them. Mike and Lilly hid behind a lamp nearby so they could listen. Usually this was their favourite part of the day, but today they felt sad. Not even a bedtime story could cheer them up.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Dad handed Mother a book from the bookshelf and she began to read. It was a story about how presents from Santa were fun, but that the best part of Christmas was something much more. Christmas was a time of great joy, giving, and love. As Lilly and Mike heard the story, they each thought about what a wonderful day they had had with each other, decorating their mouse house, and what fun it had been singing and drawing together.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  They went back to their mouse house feeling better. "Today was a wonderful day, but tomorrow will be even better," said Lilly.

  "Even if we don't have stockings for Santa to fill, I can't wait to see the smile on your face when you see the gift I made for you!" Mike smiled.

 


    

  "Me, too! I don't need any presents for myself at all. I just want to make you happy with the gift I made for you!"

 

  



    

    

    
    

  So Mike and Lilly went to sleep in their little beds, each one dreaming happy thoughts. They both slept so soundly they didn't even hear the jingle of sleigh bells or the sound of someone sliding down the chimney of the big house. When they woke the next morning, they found that Santa had left two little Christmas stockings filled with cheese under their tiny tree. One stocking had Mike stitched across the top and the other said Lilly.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Mike and Lilly sat next to the tree and handed each other their special gifts. Lilly unwrapped hers first. It was a necklace made of tiny beads. She put it around her neck right away and hugged Mike with joy. Then Mike opened the gift she had made for him. It was a little box to hold his favourite things. It was perfect and just what he had always wanted. He hugged her tightly, filled with joy.

 

  



    

    

    
    

  Then the two mice settled down to eat their cheese and enjoy the rest of the day.

  Happy first Christmas, Mike! Happy first Christmas, Lilly!
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      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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