
    

    

    
    
  Are you interested in taking a look around ancient Egypt? I'm Senusnet, and I know all the good things to see. As you will soon see, we ancient Egyptians have some crazy stuff.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  What's the date where you are? My guess is that it's two thousand something, judging by those funky clothes of yours. It's 1000 BCE here, so there are three thousand years between us. Ancient Egypt dates all the way back to 5000 BCE. As long-standing civilizations go, we kind of rock.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  The River Nile flows all the way through Egypt. It's the longest river in the world. We built our towns and farms along its banks. Without it, we'd have no water to grow food. It looks like this farmer is growing grain to make bread. See how the fields are arranged in rows? We Egyptians were the first to farm this way. Why hunt for wild crops at random when you can grow them all in one place?

 

  

    

    

    
    
  Egypt is a very hot country. We wear simple clothes to help us stay cool. No one here ever wears snow shoes or thick coats. I'm wearing my favourite kilt today. That's right, even the boys wear skirts in ancient Egypt. We like to wear jewellery, too. It doesn't keep us cool, but we look kind of cool wearing it.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  All over Egypt, you'll see pyramids. These huge structures were built as tombs for our kings and nobles. Pyramids are fun, like dice dropped into the sand with only one corner showing. They're way bigger than a die, of course. Our tallest pyramid is the Great Pyramid of Giza. It's nearly a hundred and forty metres tall. That's like eighty guys standing on one another's shoulders! Whoa!

 

  

    

    

    
    
  Pyramids take ten or twenty years to build. We have no diggers or trucks, so the bricks have to be moved by hand. Ten thousand men are needed to build a pyramid. How do you suppose we got the final brick to the top of the pyramid? Some people think we must have had help from aliens. The truth is that we're very clever people.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  Everywhere in Egypt, there are temples. We have no pop stars so our temples are filled with statues of our gods and kings. Here at the temple of Ramesses III, the statues tell the story of this great king's life. You could say this place is like a giant book. Or you could say, "Wow! Get a load of those monster statues!"

 

  

    

    

    
    

  Our kings are sometimes called pharaohs. When they die, we place them inside a pyramid. See these pictures on the wall? They're called hieroglyphs. Here in ancient Egypt, we like to write in pictures. This picture says, "Welcome to the Pharaoh's Tomb. No running. No ball games. No skateboarding." Just kidding! I guess we'd better stick to the rules.

 

  


    

    

    
    

  We wrap the pharaohs' bodies in bandages to keep them safe. A bandaged pharaoh is called a mummy. It sounds funny, but it's a serious business. The mummies are placed in special coffins called sarcophagi. Some people think mummies are scary. That's why you guys dress as mummies on Halloween.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Pharaohs take all their favourite things to the pyramid with them. The most famous pharaoh of all was called Tutankhamun. Nearly a hundred years before you were born, explorers found all of his treasure. It showed how rich the Egyptians were. Much of the treasure was hidden away in secret rooms. It's like a maze in here. I hope I can find my way out.

 


  


    

    

    
    
  When hieroglyphs were first discovered, no one knew what they meant. They just looked like a bunch of wacky pictures. That's where the Rosetta Stone came in handy. It's a big rock covered in tiny drawings that helped crack the hieroglyph code. Now we have the letters all figured out; maybe you could write your name in Egyptian.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  In case you were wondering, we don't always write on walls or stones. We have paper, too, only we call it papyrus. It's made from flax, another crop we grow next to the Nile. We press the flax into sheets for use by our writers and scribes. This guy here is writing a poem about his cat. We like to keep cats as pets, and we believe they have magical powers.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  Do you like drawing pictures of people? We ancient Egyptians draw people in an unusual way. Here's how we do it. The head and legs go like you're looking from the side. The body goes like you're looking from the front. For men, use dark colours. Save the lighter colours for all the women. The drawings make us look like we walk a little funny. Get some pens and draw all your friends as Egyptians.

 

  

    

    

    
    

  We have statues all over Egypt. This one is called the Sphinx. It's one of the oldest and largest statues in the world. It has the head of a man and the body of a lion and stands over twenty metres tall. As you can see, its nose is missing. No one knows where it went, so if you find it in your bedroom, make sure you tell someone. Then call the Egyptian Nose Patrol. They've been looking for this nose for thousands of years.

 


  


    

    

    
    

  Here in Egypt, we worship many gods. Most of our gods have the faces of animals. Our sun god Ra has the head of a bird and our music god Hathor looks like a cow. Imagine the fun when the two of them meet up for a burger. "How's it going, Hathor?" says Ra.

  "Moo," replies Hathor. "And watch where you're pointing that crazy beak of yours."

 

  


    

    

    
    
  Do you know how the Sun works? There's this god in the sky called Khepri, and he rolls the Sun along like a dung beetle rolling dung. Sounds weird, but we have it figured out. That's why I carry this carved stone of a beetle. It's called a scarab and it brings me luck. We think cats are lucky too, but no way am I carrying one of those around.

 

  

    

    

    
    
  I have to run now. My mum needs me to help feed our animals. I hope you've enjoyed finding out about the ancient Egyptians. We're way better than the Greeks or Romans, and wear much more interesting hats. Next time you see a friendly cat, think of the Egyptians. Before we came along and tamed them, they were as wild as tigers. If you ask a cat nicely, maybe it will do some magic.
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function fadePopup() {
  const popup = document.getElementById("popup");

  window.setTimeout(() => {
    popup.className = "";
  }, 500);
}

function clickAreaHandler(evt) {
  evt.preventDefault();

  const word = evt.target.dataset.word;
  const popup = document.getElementById("popup");
  popup.innerText = word;
  popup.style.top = `${evt.y}px`;
  popup.style.left = `${evt.x}px`;
  popup.className = 'visible';

  const audio = document.getElementById("audio");
  audio.src = `audio/words/${evt.target.dataset.audio}`;
  audio.play();
}

const audio = document.getElementById("audio");
audio.addEventListener('ended', () => {
  fadePopup();
});

const areas = document.getElementsByTagName("area");
for (const area of areas) {
  area.addEventListener("click", clickAreaHandler)
}
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    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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