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‘‘There were terrible lightning storms and dragons flew in the air, and a little after that heathen men destroyed God’s church at Lindisfarne.’’
This quote is taken from an Anglo-Saxon story, in the year 793.
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Who Were the Vikings?
Have you ever heard of the Vikings? People have been interested in the Vikings for hundreds of years!
The Vikings were explorers who attacked foreign lands between the years 700 and 1100. They sailed over the sea coming from lands we now call the countries of Sweden, Norway and Denmark. They travelled to countries we now know as the UK, France and even travelled as far as Russia.
The Vikings sailed in boats called longships. These were strong boats made out of wood and could carry as many as 200 people.
Most Viking legends were passed from generation to generation by telling each other stories. The Vikings spoke a language called Old Norse. They also used a special alphabet called runes.
The Vikings were feared warriors and skilled merchants. There were many interesting and important events in Viking history.



		

	


		
			
				
			

			
How the Vikings Lived: Houses, Households, Food and Farming
Most Viking houses were made of wood and were usually built in areas with many trees. Viking houses were long and rectangular. The Vikings used candles or oil lamps to light up the inside of their houses.
Most Vikings spent their time salting or pickling food, cooking, making leather shoes or clothes, or dyeing cloth.
Vikings did not have refrigerators, so they used salt to preserve meat and keep it for eating during the long winters.
The Vikings wore simple clothes that were made of linen or wool, and shoes made of leather. They also wore animal skins to keep them warm in cold weather.
Most Vikings were farmers and grew crops like barley, rye and oats. Some Vikings also kept animals, like cows and pigs, to support their family.
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The Raid on Lindisfarne
The first report of Vikings in recorded history was in 793. In that year, they attacked an island called Lindisfarne off the coast of Northumbria in northern England. The Vikings gave no warning that they were about to attack.
When the Vikings landed on the island, they went straight to the monastery where monks lived, and took everything of value, including silver. They then set fire to the monastery.



		

	


		
			
				
			

			
The Viking Gods
The Vikings prayed to many different gods called the Norse gods. The main Norse god was called Odin, who was in charge of wisdom, magic and death.
Odin was married to Frigg, the goddess of farming. They had several children together.
The strongest of the gods was called Thor. Thor was the protector of humans and carried a large hammer for fighting.
There was also a naughty god, called Loki, who was the enemy of all the other gods.
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The Vikings Attack Paris
Do you know what a saga is? A saga is a story that often includes adventures and battles. Much of what we know about the Vikings comes from ancient sagas.
Ragnar Lodbrok is a famous Viking character who appears in many sagas. In 845, Ragnar led a group of Vikings in longships to attack what we now call France.
The King of France was called Charles the Bald. He gave the Vikings 6,000 pounds (2,700 kg) of silver and gold and asked them to leave the city. The Vikings were happy with the treasure and returned home.



		

	


		
			
				
			

			
Berserkers
Vikings were known for being very fierce in battle. Some Viking warriors were even more fierce than others! These warriors were called the ‘berserkers’.
Berserkers got very angry before going into battle. Unlike most Viking warriors, berserkers wore bear and wolf skins when they were fighting.
Viking commanders would often ask berserkers to go first when fighting other armies.
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The Vikings Conquer York
Two other famous Viking leaders were called Halfdan and Ivar the Boneless. In 866, they commanded an army that attacked Northumbria, in what is now England.
The Vikings arrived in the town of York on All Saints Day, which was an important religious holiday. Many people were praying in the cathedral when the Vikings arrived.
The Vikings were able to quickly take control of the town and later took control of more villages in Northumbria.



		

	


		
			
				
			

			
Viking Battle Tactics
The Vikings are famous for their military tactics. Their main plan was called ‘shock and awe’. They used shock and awe to overcome their enemy with rapid and brutal attacks.
These attacks were usually carried out early in the morning to take their enemy by surprise. This was the same tactic the Vikings had used to attack the monks at Lindisfarne in 793.
Vikings were very well trained in battle and were able to create a defensive shield together. They would then begin their deadly attack using weapons of the highest quality.
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In 874, another famous Viking explorer, named Ingólfur Arnarson, discovered what we now know as Iceland. He had left Norway with his wife, Hallveig, to find new territories for the Vikings.



			Iceland and Greenland Settled



			
When they landed on Iceland, they saw that it was beautiful and perfect for farming. They invited more Vikings to come and live there with them.
Another Norse explorer, called Eric Thorvaldsson, who became better known as Eric the Red, sailed west from Iceland. He discovered the island we now know as Greenland. In 982, he began the first settlement in Greenland.



		

	


		
			
				
			

			
Conquering the Seas: An Inside Look at a Viking Longship
Did you know that the richest Vikings were buried inside their ships?
Longships were used both in battle and for exploring. These boats were slender and light. They could move quickly through the water, and they were so light they could be carried across land.
Longships had between 24 and 50 oars to move them forward through the water. The front of a longship was carved into the shape of a dragon or a snake.
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The Creation of Danelaw in England
Have you ever heard of Alfred the Great? He was a very powerful King of Wessex, which was a kingdom in England back in the 9th century.
However, by 886, Danish Vikings controlled most of the lands surrounding Alfred’s kingdom. Many wars were taking place, and people were becoming tired of all the fighting.
Alfred the Great decided he wanted peace, so he created an agreement that allowed the Vikings to live peacefully in an area called ‘Danelaw’.
After the agreement, King Alfred and his people stayed in Wessex and the Vikings lived in Danelaw.



	


		
			
		

		
Children in the Viking Age
It is hard to imagine, but children in the Viking Age were very similar to children today!
Viking children liked to play with toys, play sports and play musical instruments. Many of their toys were smaller versions of the things they saw in everyday life, such as toy ships, wooden swords, and animal figures.
Viking children also had to help their parents with jobs around their house or farm. They made food, kept the fire going, or looked after their younger brothers or sisters. Once they were 10 years old, Viking children were considered to be adults!
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			The Rise of Denmark
During the 10th century, The Danish Vikings continued to spread out across the North East of England. They also moved to other countries, including Ireland, France, Spain, Portugal and Italy.
The Danish Vikings created many trade routes to sell goods between these countries. They set up a very wealthy trading empire, which stretched from markets in Norway all the way to markets in Asia.
Originally, the Danes had worshipped the Norse gods. However, by the 10th century, many Danish people had stopped worshipping the Norse gods. Instead, they started to follow the Christian religion.
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Viking Society
As in every society, there were different levels of power among the Vikings.
Kings were the most powerful, and they ruled over a large area or even a whole country. Jarls were the next level in the ranking, and they were wealthy local rulers who lived in large houses. Next were the karls, who were simple farmers, craftsmen, or warriors. At the lowest level of society were the thralls, who were slaves.
In Viking society, women had many rights that they did not have in other ancient societies. Women owned property, ran businesses, and fought alongside the men when Vikings went into battle.
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			Did you know that historians think that the Vikings reached America before Christopher Columbus?
We don’t know for certain if the Vikings ever tried to make permanent settlements in what is now North America. However, we do know that they made it to Canada, where archaeologists discovered the remains of a Viking settlement.



			

This archaeological evidence is supported by stories called the Icelandic Sagas. These sagas say that in the year 1000, a Viking called Leif Erikson sailed from Iceland. He had planned to go to Greenland but sailed too far west. He ended up in Canada instead!
Leif Erikson and his friends established a colony in Canada. However, they found it very difficult to live there, and after 10 years they left.



			The Vikings Reach North America



		

	


		
			
				
			

			
Kaupang: The First Viking Town in Norway
The town of Kaupang in Norway was founded around 800 CE. The name of the town means ‘marketplace’. The town was in southern Norway, a good location to buy and sell goods that came from many places around Europe.
Most of the people who lived in the town were craftsmen or merchants. Kaupang was one of the first towns in Scandinavia where mass-produced goods were bought and sold! The town was abandoned in the mid-10th century, but no one knows why it was abandoned.
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			Sweyn Forkbeard was a king who has been almost completely forgotten. This may be because he only ruled England for five weeks!
Sweyn’s father, Harold Bluetooth, was the King of Denmark. However, Sweyn attacked his own father and removed him from the throne.



			
England’s First Viking King



			Next, Sweyn attacked England. He fought King Ethelred the Unready in a war that lasted for 10 years! In 1013, Sweyn’s army finally won and he became the King of England.
Unfortunately for Sweyn, he died just one month later when he fell off his horse and was killed!



		

	


		
			
				
			

			
Masters of Navigation
The way the Vikings were able to navigate the sea is still a mystery to scientists. We know that they used the sound of birds, the sight of whales and the currents of the ocean to work out where they were. Vikings understood nature like few other civilisations before them.
Some historians think the Vikings used ‘sun stones’, which were crystals that acted a bit like a compass. Legend has it that a sun stone helped the Vikings to navigate the seas, even at night.
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			Norway Becomes a Christian Country
By 1020, the Vikings had taken over several lands where Christian people lived. When they returned from abroad, many Norse rulers decided to follow Christianity instead of the Norse gods.
Many Christian missionaries also travelled to Scandinavian countries. These missionaries spread their faith to other people who were not yet Christians, including the Vikings.
However, Norway did not officially become a Christian country until a man named Olaf Haraldsson became king. King Olaf ruled Norway from 1015 to 1028.



		

	

		
			
				
			

			
Norse Runes
Scientists have found large rocks with writing carved into them by the Vikings. This written language of the Vikings was made up of marks called ‘runes’. A rock with runes carved into it is called a ‘runestone’.
Runestones were often made to remember the dead. Sometimes they describe famous battles or Viking heroes who died in wars.
Some well-known runestones include the Jelling stones in Denmark. Historians believe that a king called King Gorm the Old ordered these runestones to be made in honour of his wife, Queen Thyre.
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			According to Viking legends, 1066 was the year when the Vikings finally lost power in England.
In 1047, Harold Hardrada became the King of Norway. After Harold had ruled Norway for many years, he decided he wanted to rule England as well.



			Harold thought that the King of England would surrender if he was attacked. However, when Harold’s Vikings arrived outside of York, the King of England was there waiting with his soldiers.
The English fought the Vikings and defeated them. This became known as the Battle of Stamford Bridge. Harold was killed during the fighting. This great defeat brought the Viking Era to an end.



			The Battle of Stamford Bridge



		

	

		
			
				
			

			
Viking Royals: Monarchs from the Viking Age
In Viking society, there were people called magnates who were very powerful. They had to be wealthy so that they could pay for an army.
A Viking’s position as a king depended on their personal reputation and their ability to provide their people with money to live on.
The main job of Viking kings was to lead military expeditions and protect their kingdom. A king’s personal army included people called housecarls, who were bodyguards that travelled everywhere with the king.
Kings had to give gifts to their supporters to keep them on their side. Gold rings were often given to those who agreed to fight for a king’s army.
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			After the Vikings had been defeated at the Battle of Stamford Bridge, they soon stopped raiding other countries. Instead, they stayed at home Scandinavia, where their cultures and traditions developed.
The people who were descended from the first Vikings who settled in Iceland, Greenland, the UK, France and Russia continued to live in those lands. However, Viking legends continued to have a huge influence on people living throughout Europe.



			What Happened to the Vikings?



			During the 18th and 19th centuries, writers and historians began to learn more about the Vikings. These scholars studied the Viking sagas and dug up Viking remains such as Viking burial ships and other items.
Since then we have certainly learnt a lot about these interesting people, and their legends live on!



		

	

		
			
		

		
Kensington Runestone: Did Norwegian Vikings Visit the American Midwest?
In 1898, a 202-pound (92 kg) stone was discovered on a farm in the town of Kensington, Minnesota, USA. The stone was covered in what looked like Viking runes. It is called the Kensington Runestone. The carvings on the stone suggest that the Vikings had visited what is now Minnesota in 1362.
At first, Viking experts declared the runestone to be a hoax. However, other historians discovered possible evidence that the King of Norway may have sent a ship in search of Vikings who had abandoned their settlements in Greenland. To this day, there are still arguments as to the truth behind the Kensington Runestone.
The inscription on the Kensington Runestone has been translated as follows: ‘Eight Goths and twenty-two Norwegians on an exploration journey from Vinland to the west. We had camp by two skerries one day’s journey north from this stone. We were out fishing one day. After we came home, we found ten men red of blood and dead. Ave Maria save us from evil. We have ten men by the sea to look after our ships, fourteen days’ travel from this island. In the year 1362.’
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    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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