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		The First Civilisations



		
People used to live in small groups called hunter-gatherers. A few thousand years ago, something changed. Large societies called civilisations started to form.
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		Where and When
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The first civilisations lived close to rivers in Africa and Asia. The soil near the rivers was good for growing food. People decided to stay in these places and build homes.
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		Ancient Mesopotamia
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Mesopotamia was a place between two long rivers in the Middle East. The people who lived there built busy cities like Uruk. They also invented lots of important things like the wheel, the sailboat and bronze weapons. They even invented a special type of early writing called cuneiform.
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		The Mighty Egyptians
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Ancient Egypt was next door to Mesopotamia. It was built along the Nile River.
The Egyptians wrote on papyrus scrolls. They also built pyramids to honour their gods. Their pyramids are still standing today!
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		The Indus Valley Secrets
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The Indus Valley civilisation was far away in Asia. We don’t know much about the Indus people, but we do know that they had great cities with wells, drains and baths.
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		The Mysteries of
Ancient China
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The Ancient Chinese people farmed rice and millet. They made bronze tools and pots which were very beautiful. People built big walls around some of the towns. There are lots of things we don’t know about society in Ancient China.
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		The Marvels of the Olmecs
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The Olmec people lived on the other side of the ocean in Mexico. They built amazing pyramids. They also made strange and very large stone heads. Nobody knows why!
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		Achievements of
the First Civilisations
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The first civilisations had a lot in common. They built cities and grand monuments. They invented types of writing and made calendars. They also created art and tools. Their ideas were passed on through time.
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		How People
Worked Together
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		People started to work together in the first large societies. Rulers made the laws. Normal people were farmers, soldiers, craftsmen or priests. Everyone relied on each other.
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		How the Legacies Live On
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		The first civilisations made history and helped later societies. They left behind many great inventions and ideas. When you see their monuments or write your name, remember how important the early civilisations were!
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		Glossary



		
Civilisations: Big groups of people that live together in cities and have rules.
Hunter-gatherers: Small groups of people that moved place to place to find food.
Rulers: The people who are in charge and make rules.
Soil: Dirt that plants grow in.
Invention: To make something new.
Cuneiform: A type of early writing with pictures and shapes.
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