

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		

1



		The First Civilisations



		Thousands of years ago, people lived in small groups of hunter-gatherers. Around 3500 BC something changed when civilisations began to emerge. These civilisations were large, complex societies with great cities and rulers.
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		Where and When
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The first civilisations appeared in river valleys with fertile soil, good for growing crops. Reliable food sources allowed people to settle in one place. The earliest complex societies developed along the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers in Mesopotamia (modern Iraq), the Nile River in Egypt and the Indus River in Asia.
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		Ancient Mesopotamia
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Mesopotamia was located between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers in Mesopotamia. The people who settled there built busy, crowded cities like Uruk, one of the largest cities in the world. The Mesopotamians made many important inventions, including the wheel, the sailboat, bronze weapons and cuneiform writing.
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		The Mighty Egyptians
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Right next to Mesopotamia was the great civilisation of Ancient Egypt, which could be found along the Nile River. The Egyptians invented paper-like papyrus scrolls for writing on. They also built magnificent pyramids as tombs for their god-like pharaohs. Their grand pyramids still stand today!
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		The Indus Valley Secrets
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		Around 2600 BC, along the Indus River in Asia, a mysterious civilisation emerged. Archaeologists don’t know much about their beliefs and rituals, but the Indus people built extremely advanced cities with wells, drains, granaries and baths. They used mysterious symbols that we don’t yet understand.
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		The Mysteries of
Ancient China
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Another early civilisation began in Ancient China around 1800 BC. The people farmed rice, millet and other crops. They became skilled metalworkers, producing bronze tools, weapons and ritual vessels in beautiful shapes. We know that some towns had massive protective walls, but many other details of the society remain a mystery.
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		The Marvels of the Olmecs
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Around 1500 BC, the mysterious Olmec culture began to grow in ancient Mexico. The Olmecs built plazas and pyramids for ceremonies and they carved huge, mysterious stone heads that weighed more than 20 tonnes. Their meaning is still not known!
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		Achievements of
the First Civilisations
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Despite their differences, the first civilisations shared characteristics that shaped history. They created busy cities with grand architecture, monuments and one-of-a-kind art. They invented writing systems and advanced tools and they had calendars to keep track of time. Their ideas laid the foundations for societies that came later.
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		How People
Worked Together
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		The first civilisations had thousands of people working together. Rulers and nobles made laws and decisions. Farmers grew crops, soldiers protected cities, craftsmen made goods and priests performed rituals. Each person had their own role. No one could survive alone. Society depended on everyone working together.
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		How the Legacies Live On
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		Though long gone, the groundbreaking achievements of the first civilisations still shape our lives today. Their inventions allowed human progress and enabled technology to grow. The magnificent monuments they left behind still amaze us. Each day, when we write, tell time or work together in cities, we continue the habits and ideas they started. The pioneering early societies heavily influenced what we have become today!



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
11



		Glossary



		
Complex: Having many parts.
Emerge: To come into view.
Fertile: Rich soil that helps plants grow well.
Architecture: The design of buildings.
Tombs: Places to put a dead body.
Granaries: Buildings for storing grain.
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  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
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    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
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  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
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    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
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    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
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    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
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    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
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    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
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    if (window.MutationObserver) {
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        var now = false;
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    }
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  function run() {
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    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
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