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		The First Civilisations



		
Thousands of years ago, ancient people lived in small, nomadic groups as hunter-gatherers. Around 3500 BC, an exciting change happened with the rise of the first civilisations. These were the first large, complex societies with cities, rulers and grand architecture.
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		Where and When
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Why did the first complex societies develop where they did? Luckily, some river valleys had perfect conditions for farming. The rich, moist soil allowed ancient people to grow sturdy crops. With a reliable food supply, they no longer needed to wander and they could finally live in permanent settlements. The earliest settlements emerged along the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers in Mesopotamia (modern Iraq), the Nile River in Egypt and the Indus River in Asia.
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		Ancient Mesopotamia
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Between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers lay the ancient land of Mesopotamia. Around 3500 BC, people built incredible cities there including Uruk, one of the biggest cities in the world. The Mesopotamians made groundbreaking inventions like the wheel, the sailboat, bronze tools and weapons and – most importantly – a system of writing called cuneiform. This allowed them to keep records on clay tablets. Their achievements shaped history.
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		The Mighty Egyptians
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		Mesopotamia had a dazzling neighbour, the magnificent civilisation of Ancient Egypt! Around 3100 BC, permanent settlements sprung up along the fertile Nile River. The Egyptians recorded their history with hieroglyphs on papyrus scrolls. They built awe-inspiring pyramids as royal tombs and grand temples to honour their gods and pharaohs. Their monuments were built to last for eternity! Thousands of years later, we still admire Egypt’s wonders.
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		The Indus Valley Secrets



		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		

5



		Meanwhile in Asia, an intriguing civilisation was developing along the Indus River, but this civilisation remains shrouded in mystery! Around 2600 BC, its people built impressive cities with sophisticated features like underground drains, sanitation systems, granaries and baths. Their advanced urban planning shows complex thought. However, the mysterious symbols on their seals and artefacts leave many unanswered questions about their beliefs and way of life.
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		The Mysteries of
Ancient China
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On the other side of Asia, Ancient China emerged as an early civilisation around 1800 BC. The Chinese farmed rice, millet and soybeans, allowing cities to thrive. Their craftsmen mastered bronze casting, creating tools, weapons and vessels. Some settlements grew large and people built mammoth defensive walls! However, their beliefs, rituals and daily lives remain shrouded in the mysteries of time.
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		The Marvels of the Olmecs
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On the opposite side of the world, an ancient civilisation was thriving in Mexico. Around 1500 BC, the mysterious Olmec culture began to grow. Its people were amazing engineers and they moved huge stone heads weighing more than 20 tonnes to build ceremonial sites with plazas and pyramids. Each head wears its own protective helmet, but experts don’t know what their purpose is to this day! The Olmecs left behind many marvels and secrets for us to find.
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		Achievements of
the First Civilisations
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		Even though they developed separately, the first civilisations had a lot in common. They built huge, sprawling cities with large monuments and walls to keep people safe. They created new ways to write on clay, papyrus and seals. They made calendars to keep track of time, tools to help them farm and art to decorate their homes. They also started trading between cities over long distances. Their ground-breaking advances set the stage for future progress.
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		How People
Worked Together
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		What was it like working in the first great societies? For the first time, thousands of humans worked together. Strong rulers and nobles developed laws to govern cities. Hard-working farmers produced food, courageous soldiers safeguarded people, skilled craftsmen forged tools and priests carried out sacred rituals. Each person had specialised jobs that relied on others. Cooperation and organisation on this huge scale was revolutionary.
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		How the Legacies Live On
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		Over 5,000 years have passed since the first river valley civilisations, but their memory lives on. Their innovations revolutionised society through organisation, cities, farming, trade, art, writing and monuments built to last lifetimes. When we gaze upon a pyramid, decipher writing or simply work together in our modern cities, we carry on their legacies. Those early societies put humanity on the path to where we are today!
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		Glossary



		
Nomadic: Moving around place to place instead of living in one place.
Hieroglyphs: A type of picture writing used by ancient Egyptians.
Achievements: Important things that are done successfully.
Rituals: Special ceremonies done for religious reasons.
Civilisation: An organised society with cities, government, art, religion and more.
Groundbreaking: Showing a new way of doing or thinking about things.
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      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
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