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The evening before, I had sent my automobile to Rouen by the highway. I decided to travel to Rouen by train, on my way to visit some friends that lived on the banks of the Seine.
In Paris, a few minutes before the train started, seven gentlemen entered my compartment. No matter that the journey was a short one, I did not like the idea of travelling with such a company. I picked up my overcoat, my newspapers, and my timetable, and started to look for a place in the neighbouring compartment.
The compartment was occupied by a lady who made a gesture of annoyance when she saw me. Her husband, who was standing on the step, looked at me carefully. It seemed that my appearance did not displease him. He smiled as he spoke to his wife. The lady also smiled and gave me a friendly glance as if she understood that I was one of those respectful gentlemen, and there was nothing to fear about me.
“I have an important appointment, my dear, and cannot wait any longer,” her husband said to her. “Goodbye!”
The whistle sounded, and the train started. At that moment, a man opened the door and rushed into our compartment. My companion, who was standing and arranging her luggage, cried with terror and fell upon the seat. The new arrival was elegantly dressed, and he looked smart. Where had I seen that face before?
I looked at the lady, and I saw anxiety in her face.
“Are you ill, madame?” I asked. “Shall I open the window?”
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Her only reply was a gesture indicating that she was afraid of our new companion. I smiled and nodded my head to show her that she had nothing to fear. The gentleman appeared to be very harmless. At that moment, he turned to us, looked at both of us from head to foot, then settled down in his corner, and paid us no more attention.
“Do you know who is on our train?” the lady asked me, after a short silence.
“Who?” I asked.
“He… I assure you…”
“Who is he?”
“Arsène Lupin!”
She had not taken her eyes off our companion. He drew his hat over his face. Did he do it to conceal his agitation or to arrange himself for sleep?
“Arsène Lupin was sentenced to twenty years yesterday,” I said to the lady. Therefore, it is impossible that he would show himself in public. Moreover, the newspapers have announced his appearance in Turkey since his escape from the Santé.”
“But he is on this train at the moment,” the lady said, with the intention of being heard by our companion. “My husband is one of the directors in the penitentiary service. It was the stationmaster himself who told us that a search was being made for Arsène Lupin.”
“They may have been mistaken…”
“No, he was seen in the waiting room. He bought a first-class ticket to Rouen. The guard at the waiting room did not see him pass. It is supposed that he had got into the express that leaves ten minutes after us.”
“In that case, they will surely catch him.”
“Unless he jumped from that train to come here, into our train… which is almost certain.”
“If so, he will still be arrested when we arrive at Rouen.”
“Him – never! He will find some means of escape.”
“In that case, I wish him bon voyage.”
“But think what he may do!”
“What?”
“I don’t know. He may do anything.”
“Of course, there are many strange coincidences, but you do not need to fear. I am sure Arsène Lupin will be only happy to escape the peril that already threatens him.”
My words did not seem to reassure her, and she remained silent for a time. I started to read my newspapers and reports of Arsène Lupin’s escape. They contained nothing that was new to me, and I was not greatly interested. I was tired and sleepy. I felt my eyelids close.
“But, monsieur, you are not going to sleep, are you?”
“Certainly not,” I said.
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I struggled to keep awake. I looked through the window at the landscape. However, I could not resist anymore, and I fell asleep. I woke up with a cry of fright and pain. The man, our companion, held me by the throat, with his knee on my breast.
I could see the lady in a corner of the compartment. She was frightened. I did not even resist.
I did not have the strength. Then, the man took a cord and tied my wrists together. He did it with an ease and skill that there was no doubt that he was a professional thief. Not a word, not a nervous movement – only coolness. And I was there, lying on the bench, bound like a mummy, I - Arsène Lupin!
It was such an irony. Arsène Lupin, a victim, seized and bound like a novice! What an adventure!
The lady did not move. He did not even notice her. He was busy picking up her bag that had fallen to the floor and taking the jewels and her purse from it. The lady opened her eyes, trembled with fear, drew the rings from her fingers, and handed them to the man. He took the rings and looked at her. Then, the man went back to his seat and examined the treasure he had acquired. He seemed so pleased, but I was not. I had lost twelve thousand francs along with important papers in my wallet: plans, addresses, and letters. But that was a temporary loss, because I was certain that I would recover that money after a delay. I was wondering how this affair would end and what the outcome of this adventure would be.
There was no doubt that the police at Rouen, notified by telegraph, would be awaiting the train for Arsène Lupin and would question all suspicious passengers. Of course, I had foreseen all that, but it did not disturb me. I was sure that I could escape without being recognised. But everything completely changed because of our companion. I was no longer free. It was impossible to attempt one of my usual tricks. In one of the compartments, the police would find Arsène Lupin bound. And the train was rushing on toward Rouen, the next and only station.
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Our companion would leave the train slowly and fearlessly on our arrival at Rouen. But the lady? She would scream and call for help. What would I do then? I had to think of a plan.
The man stood up and took two steps towards us which caused the lady to faint. What was he about to do? He lowered the window on our side. It was raining heavily outside. The man expressed his annoyance at his not having an umbrella or an overcoat. He looked around the compartment. The lady’s umbrella was there. He took it. He also took my overcoat and put it on.
We were now crossing the Seine. Was the man thinking of throwing himself upon the track? It would have been an instant death at that speed. We now entered a tunnel. The man opened the door halfway and stood on the upper step. The train slowed when it entered the tunnel. The man stepped down to the lower step, closed the door behind him, and leaped to the ground. He was gone.
After the lady recovered her wits, she started to cry for the loss of her jewels. She wished to untie the cords that bound me, but I prevented her.
“No, no, the police must see everything exactly as it stands,” I said. “I want them to see what that man did to us.”
“Do you want me to pull the alarm bell?” she asked.
“Too late. You should have done that when he attacked me.”
“But he would have killed me. I told you that he was on this train. And now he has gone off with my jewels.”
“Don’t worry, madame. The police will catch him.”
“Catch Arsène Lupin! Never.”
“That depends on you, madame. Listen. When we arrive at Rouen, be at the door and make a noise. The police and the railway employees will come. Tell them what you have seen. Give a description of Arsène Lupin. He is carrying an umbrella, and he is wearing a grey overcoat.”
“Your overcoat.”
“What! No, it was his. I didn’t have any.”
“But he didn’t have one when he came in.”
“Yes. Maybe the coat belonged to someone who had forgotten and left it in the compartment. He had it when he went away, and that is the important point. A grey overcoat – remember! And you must tell them your name first. Your husband’s official position is important for the police.”
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We arrived at the station. I gave her some further instructions:
“Tell them my name – Guillaume Berlat. Tell them that you know me. That will save time. Let there be no mistake. Guillaume Berlat, a friend of your husband.”
“I understand… Guillaume Berlat.”
As soon as the train stopped, the lady started to call for help. Soon, several men entered the compartment.
“Arsène Lupin... he attacked us... he stole my jewels... I am Madame Renaud.... My husband is a director of the penitentiary service... Ah! here is my brother, Georges Ardelle, director of the Crédit Rouennais...”
She hugged a young man who had just joined us. Then, she continued:
“Yes, Arsène Lupin... While monsieur was sleeping, he seized him by the throat. Monsieur Berlat is a friend of my husband.”
“Where is Arsène Lupin?” asked the commissary.
“He leaped from the train when passing through the tunnel.”
“Are you sure it was Arsène Lupin?”
“I am sure! He wore a soft hat…”
“No, a hard hat, like that,” said the commissary, pointing to my hat.
“He had a soft hat, I am sure,” said the lady. “And a great overcoat.”
“Yes, that’s right,” replied the commissary. “The telegram says he wore a grey overcoat.”
The police officers now released me.
“Monsieur, it was Arsène Lupin,” I said. “There is no doubt about that. I think I can help you catch him. We must hurry.”
We went to the stationmaster’s office through a crowd of curious spectators. To remain there was dangerous for me. I had to get my car and escape. But what about my thief?
“It may be a difficult game to catch him, but it is worth the trouble,” I thought to myself.
I told the commissary that we could go by my car which was waiting in the courtyard. The commissary smiled and said:
“It is a good idea, but two of my men have set out on bicycles. They went to the entrance of the tunnel. They will gather evidence and follow on the track of Arsène Lupin.”
“Arsène Lupin will not allow anyone to see him leave the tunnel. And he will not go to Rouen.”
“So, he will remain in the vicinity.”
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“No, he will not. At the moment, he is around the station at Darnétal. At ten fifty, in twenty-two minutes from now, he will take the train that goes from Rouen to Amiens.”
“How do you know that?”
“It is quite simple. While we were on the train, Arsène Lupin looked at my railway guide. He probably looked for a train that would stop at a station on a different line.”
“That is a marvellous deduction, monsieur,” said the commissary.
I was aware that I had made a mistake to show so much cleverness. The commissary accompanied me to the automobile and introduced two of his men, Honoré Massol and Gaston Delivet. They were assigned to assist me. A few seconds later, we left the station. I was safe. Arsène Lupin was going in search of Arsène Lupin!
We arrived at Darnétal three minutes after the departure of the train. I was relieved to learn that a man wearing a grey overcoat had taken the train at the station. He had bought a second-class ticket for Amiens. My debut as a detective was a promising one.
“The train is an express, and the next stop is Montérolier-Buchy in nineteen minutes,” said Delivet. “If we do not reach there before Arsène Lupin, he can go to Amiens, or change for the train going to Clères, and, from that point, reach Dieppe or Paris.”
“How far to Montérolier?”
“Twenty-three kilometres.”
“Twenty-three kilometres in nineteen minutes... We will be there ahead of him.”
We were off again! We were going really fast. Suddenly, at a turn of the road, we saw the Northern Express. For a kilometre, we went side by side, but we won the race in the end. We quickly went on the platform and stood before the second-class carriages. When the doors opened, we went on the train and made a search through each compartment. There was no sign of Arsène Lupin.
“He must have recognised me in the automobile as we were racing,” I said. “He must have leaped from the train.”
“There he is!” said Delivet. “He is crossing the track.”
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Yesterday, Arsène Lupin affected the arrest of Pierre Onfrey. The assassin of the Rue Lafontaine had robbed Madame Renaud in a railway carriage on the Paris-Havre line. Arsène Lupin restored to Madame Renaud the handbag that contained her jewels. He also gave a sum of money to the two detectives who had helped him in making the arrest.
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“Massol, take your place at the left, and Delivet, you go right,” I said. “I will wait here in case he comes back.”
As soon as they left, I looked around. I saw footprints on the wet grass. I followed them, and they led me to the foot of a mound.
“He must be here,” I said to myself.
I crept cautiously to the side of the mound. I heard a slight noise that gave me the idea that he was there. I saw him. His back was turned toward me. I threw him to the ground and held his arms.
“Listen, my boy,” I whispered in his ear. “I am Arsène Lupin. Give me my pocketbook and the lady’s jewels. In return, I will save you from the police and enrol you among my friends. One word: yes or no?”
“Yes,” he murmured.
“Very good. Your escape was well planned. I congratulate you.”
He tried to attack me when he stood up, but I knocked him down. I checked my papers and banknotes in my pocketbook. I took his pocketbook and read his name. It was Pierre Onfrey. It surprised me. Pierre Onfrey was the assassin of the Rue Lafontaine at Auteuil! I now knew where
I had seen his face before.
Time was passing. I placed two banknotes of one hundred francs in an envelope, and I placed it in a spot in the room where they would find it. I wrote “Arsène Lupin to his colleagues Honoré Massol and Gaston Delivet” on the envelope. I also placed Madame Renaud’s handbag. Twenty minutes later, I was seated in my automobile.
At four o’clock, I telegraphed my friends at Rouen to let them know that I would not be able to visit them. At six o’clock, I was in Paris. The evening newspapers informed me that Pierre Onfrey had been captured at last.
The next day, the Echo de France published this:
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    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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