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		The Last Leaf
O. Henry



		
Many artists come to the old Greenwich Village. It is a small town. Artists find cheap rooms there.
Sue and Johnsy live at the top of a building with three floors. Sue comes from Maine, and Johnsy comes from California.
They like the same kind of art, the same kind of food, and the same kind of clothes. So, they decide to live together. That is in the spring.
A stranger enters Greenwich Village during winter. He walks around the city. No one can see him. He is a bad sickness. Doctors call him “Pneumonia”. Mr. Pneumonia is not a nice gentleman. He touches Johnsy with his cold fingers.
Johnsy has to stay in bed without moving. She only looks through the window at the wall of the next house. One morning, the doctor talks to Sue alone in the hall.
“She has a very small chance,” he says. “If she wants to live, she has a chance. But this little lady thinks that she is not going to get well. What is wrong?”
“She always wants to go to Italy and paint a picture of the Bay of Naples,” says Sue.
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“Paint! Not paint!” says the doctor. “This cannot trouble her. A man?”
“A man?” says Sue. “No, doctor. There is not a man.”
“It is weakness,” says the doctor. “I will do my best. But when a sick person thinks that she is going to die, I cannot help a lot. Talk to her about different topics, such as winter clothes. She will feel better if she does not think about her illness.”
“Thank you, doctor,” says Sue.
Then, Sue goes to her workroom and cries.
When Sue feels better, she goes to Johnsy’s room. She carries some of her painting materials, and she is singing.
Johnsy is very quiet. She is looking out the window. Sue stops singing. She thinks Johnsy is asleep.
Sue begins to work. She hears a low sound while she is working. She goes to the bedside quickly. Johnsy’s eyes are open. She is looking out the window and counting.
“Twelve,” she says.
“Eleven.”
“Ten.”
“Nine.”
“Eight.”
“Seven.”
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Sue looks out the window. What is she counting?
There is only a wall there. It has no windows. An old tree grows against the wall. The cold breath of winter touches it. Its leaves are falling down. There are a few leaves on the branches.
“What is it dear?” asks Sue.
“Six,” says Johnsy. “They are falling faster now. There were almost a hundred three days ago. It’s easier to count them now. There are only five now.”
“Five, what?” asks Sue. “Please tell me.”
“Leaves,” says Johnsy. “Leaves on the tree. When the last one falls, I must go, too. The doctor also tells you.”
“This is nonsense,” says Sue. “This does not make sense. It is just an old tree. You love that tree. The doctor thinks that your chances are getting better. He always tells me this. Try to eat a little now. I will go back to work. I can sell my painting and buy good food for us.”
“You don’t have to buy anything for me,” says Johnsy. She is still looking out
the window.
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“There goes another,” she goes on. “I don’t want to eat anything. There are four now. I want to see the last one fall before the night. Then, I will go, too.”
“Johnsy, dear,” says Sue. “Please close your eyes and do not look out the window. Will you promise me? I cannot cover the window because I must finish my painting.”
“Can you work in the other room?” asks Johnsy coldly.
“I want to be here with you,” says Sue. “I don’t want you to look at those leaves.”
“Tell me when you finish,” says Johnsy. “I want to see the last leaf fall.”
Then, Johnsy closes her eyes.
“Try to sleep,” says Sue. “I will call Behrman to come up here. I want to paint a man in this picture. He will look like Behrman. I will be back in a minute.”
Old Behrman is an artist. He lives on the first floor of the building. He is around sixty years old. He is not a successful artist. He always wants to paint a great picture, a masterpiece, but he cannot.
Sue finds him in his room. She tells him about Johnsy and the falling leaves.
“I am afraid that Johnsy will die,” she says. “She is growing weaker every day.”
“What!” Old Behrman cries. “Do people die because leaves fall off a tree? This is nonsense. How can she think like this? Poor little Johnsy.”
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“She is very weak and sick,” says Sue. “The sickness puts strange ideas into her mind. Now, will you come and help me finish my painting?”
“Sure,” says Mr. Behrman. “I will come with you.”
Johnsy is sleeping. Sue covers the window and takes Mr. Behrman into the other room. They look out the window at the tree.
“This is the tree,” says Sue.
They look at each other for a moment without speaking. It starts to rain. Mr. Behrman sits down, and Sue begins to paint.
Sue works all night. In the morning, she goes to Johnsy’s bedside. Johnsy is looking toward the window.
“I want to see,” she says.
Sue takes the cover from the window. There is still one leaf left on the tree. It is dark green and yellow.
“It is the last one,” says Johnsy. “It rains all day and night, but the leaf does not fall. It will fall today, and I will die.”
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“Dear Johnsy,” says Sue. “What will I do without you? Think of me.”
Johnsy does not answer. The day passes slowly. They can still see the leaf on its branch. As the night comes, it starts to rain heavily again.
The leaf is still there in the morning. Johnsy looks at it for a long time.
“The leaf shows me that it is wrong to want to die,” says Johnsy. “I will try to eat now, but first bring me a mirror. I want to look at myself.”
Sue is very happy to hear these words from her friend.
The doctor comes in the afternoon. He talks to Sue.
“You look very well, Johnsy,” says the doctor. “Sue, take good care of her. I must go and see another sick person in this building. His name is Behrman. He is an artist, I believe. He has pneumonia, too. There is no hope for him. He is an old, weak man. We will take him to the hospital today.”
The doctor comes the next morning again. He talks to Sue.
“Johnsy is safe now,” he says. “Mr. Behrman died of pneumonia in the hospital today. When we found him, his shoes and clothes were wet. Your neighbours found some green and yellow paint under the tree next to your building. Look out the window. The last leaf does not fall. How?”
“Oh, dear,” says Sue. “It is Mr. Behrman’s masterpiece.”
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OEBPS/pt/toggle.js
(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '48%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-in{0%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1)}' +
      '52%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1.04)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-pop{0%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}65%{transform:scale(1.12);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-unpop{0%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}}' +
      '.pt-fold{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-closing{animation:pt-out ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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