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		I had seen the Magic Shop several times before. I had seen the magic balls, packs of cards, and many wonderful little objects from its window. I had passed it once or twice, but I never thought of going in. One day, Gip wanted to look at the shop’s window, and I had no choice. I thought the place was in Regent Street, between the bakery and the bookshop; but obviously it was not. I remember seeing it in Oxford Street, but I was wrong.
“I’d buy that if I had money,” said Gip, pointing a finger at the Disappearing Egg. “And The Crying Baby. It looks so real. Dad, look! It’s the Vanishing Halfpenny!”
Gip did not say anything about going in, but I understood that he wanted to.
“That,” he said, pointing to the Magic Bottle.
“Yes?” I said.
“I could show it to Jessie,” he said.
“It’s less than a hundred days to your birthday, Gibbles,” I said.
Gip did not say anything. I held his hand, and we went into the shop. It was a little, narrow shop. For a moment or so, we were alone in the shop. There were magic mirrors on the floor. They showed people tall, short, thin, and fat. While we were laughing at these, the shopkeeper came in. He was a dark man, with one ear larger than the other.
“Welcome,” he said. “How can I help you?”
“I want to buy my little boy a few simple tricks,” I said.
“What kind of tricks?” he asked. “Mechanical? Domestic?”
“Anything amusing,” I said.



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
“Alright,” said the shopkeeper, and he took out a glass ball from his ear. “Something like this?”
“That’s good,” I said, with a laugh.
“Isn’t it?” said the shopkeeper. Then, he turned to Gip. “It’s in your pocket, young man,” he said.
There it was! Gip was surprised.
“How much is it?” I asked.
“Glass balls are free,” he said politely. He pulled one out from behind his neck. “We get them free.”
He gave that one to Gip.
“We get all our small tricks in that way,” the shopkeeper said.
“Of course, it’s cheaper than going to a wholesale shop,” I said laughing.
“In a way,” said the man. “We get our larger tricks out of that hat. And you know, sir, there isn’t a wholesale shop for genuine magic goods. Did you notice our sign - The Genuine Magic Shop?”
He took out a business card from a drawer and gave it to me.
“Genuine,” he said. “There is no deception, sir.”
Then, he turned to Gip with a smile.
“Before you came in, you were saying that you would like one of our ‘Buy One and Astonish Your Friends’ boxes.”
“Yes,” said Gip.
“It’s in your pocket. Then, there was the Disappearing Egg, and also The Crying Baby.”
He put them in a box, and I gave it to Gip. He held the box carefully. Those things, you know, were real magic. Then, I felt something soft moving in my hat. I took off my hat, and a pigeon came out.
“Oh, careless bird,” said the shopkeeper.
He shook my hat. Two or three eggs, a large marble, a watch, some glass balls, and then some crinkled paper came out of the hat. The shopkeeper knelt behind the counter and began to talk.
“People do not brush their hats inside,” he said. “Nearly all the customers carry these kinds of things with them.”
He suddenly stopped.
“Have you finished?” I asked.
There was no answer.
“I think we’ll go now,” I said. “Will you tell me how much these are?”
Again there was no answer.
“I say,” I said louder, “I want the bill and my hat, please.”
The man did not appear or say anything.
“Let’s look behind the counter,” I said to Gip. “He’s making fun of us.”
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Who was behind the counter? No one at all! Only my hat on the floor. I took my hat, and a rabbit jumped out.
“Dad!” said Gip.
“What is it, Gip?”
“I like this shop, Dad.”
“I like it, too,” I said to myself.
Then, the narrow door opened wider, and the man appeared again. He was smiling.
“You’d like to see our showroom, sir,” he said.
“We don’t have much time,” I said.
But we were inside the showroom before I could finish talking.
“Everything here is of the best quality,” the shopkeeper said. “Everything is genuine.”
I looked at Gip, but he was looking at a magic rocking-horse.
“Do you see anything you like here?” the man asked Gip.
There were many things that Gip liked there.
“Is that a Magic Sword?” he asked.
“A Magic Toy Sword. It doesn’t cut the fingers. There are also shields of safety and helmets of invisibility.”
“Oh, daddy!” said Gip.
“How much are they?” I asked the shopkeeper, but he did not hear me. He had got Gip now. Gip was holding my finger, but now he was holding this man’s finger. I walked after them, saying very little. Gip was enjoying it.
The showroom was a long gallery. There were mirrors and curtains on both sides. The shopkeeper showed Gip magic trains that ran without steam or clockwork. He also showed some boxes of soldiers. They all came alive when you took off the lid and said something that I couldn’t say. Gip was very good. He said the words correctly.
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“Bravo!” said the shopkeeper, and he put the men back into the box. “You’ll take that box?”
“We’ll take that box,” I said. “But is it too expensive?”
“Dear heart! No!” he said.
The man wrapped the box in brown paper – with Gip’s full name and address on it!
The shopkeeper laughed at my amazement.
“This is the genuine magic,” he said. “The real thing.”
“It’s a little too genuine for me,” I said.
After that, he showed Gip some tricks, and he explained them. Gip watched him carefully.
A shop assistant caught my attention. He looked strange. He did not know that I was there. He was doing some tricks with his nose. It was small at first, then it looked like a telescope, and then it became thinner. It was like a nightmare. I did not want Gip to see him. I looked at Gip, but he was so busy with the shopkeeper’s tricks. They were whispering together and looking at me. Gip was standing on a stool. The shopkeeper was holding a sort of big drum in his hand.
“Hide and seek, dad!” said Gip.
The shopkeeper put the drum over Gip.
“Take that off!” I cried. “Take it off, now! You will frighten him. Take it off!”
The shopkeeper did not say anything and took it off. He showed it to me. It was empty. Gip was not on the stool. Where did my boy go?
“Stop this!” I said. “Where is my boy?”
“You see,” he said. “There is no deception.”
I put out my hand to hold him, but he pushed open a door to escape.
“Stop!” I said, and he laughed.
I jumped after him, and I found myself in darkness.
“I didn’t see you coming, sir!” a man said.
I was in Regent Street. I saw Gip a yard away. He looked surprised. He then smiled and came to me. He was carrying four parcels in his arm! He held my hand. I looked around to see the door of the Magic Shop, but it was not there! There was no door, no shop, nothing!
I held up my umbrella for a cab. We got in, and I gave the driver my address. I felt something in my coat pocket. It was a glass ball. I opened the window and threw it into the street.
Gip said nothing. We did not talk for a while.
“Dad,” he said, at last, “it was a proper shop!”
He looked completely undamaged. He did not look scared.
“Little boys can’t go to shops like that every day,” I said.
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After all, I thought, the thing wasn’t so bad. We opened the parcels. There were boxes of soldiers in three of them. There was a kitten in the fourth one.
That happened six months ago. And now I am beginning to believe it is all right.
“Would you like your soldiers to come alive, Gip?” I asked him one day.
“They already do,” he said. “I just have to say a word, and the lid opens.”
“And they march alone?”
“Of course, dad. I wouldn’t like them if they didn’t do that.”
Was I surprised? It’s difficult to tell.
I went to Regent Street several times to look for that shop. I wanted to pay for the objects. As they know Gip’s name and address, perhaps they will send the bill when they want.
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  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
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  }
  function wrap(box) {
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    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
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    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
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    var fold = wrap(box);
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    }
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    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
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      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
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    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
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    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
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    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
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    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
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