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Between eight and nine o’clock in the morning.
A dark leaden-coloured mass is creeping over the sky. There is a sound of far-away rumbling. In a minute, a sudden May rain and a real storm will begin.
Fyokla, a little beggar-girl of six, is running through the village, looking for Terenty the cobbler. The barefoot child looks pale. Her eyes are wide open, and her lips are trembling.
“Uncle, where is Terenty?” she asks everyone she meets. No one answers. They are all preoccupied with the approaching storm, and they take refuge in their huts. At last, she sees Terenty’s close friend, Silanty Silitch.
“Uncle, where is Terenty?” she asks.
“At the kitchen gardens,” Silanty replies.
The beggar girl runs behind the huts to the kitchen gardens and finds Terenty there. He is a tall man with a thin face, long legs and bare feet.
“Uncle Terenty!” the beggar girl addresses him.
Terenty’s face is overspread with a smile when he sees her.
“Fyokla! Where have you come from?” he asks.
“Brother Danilka has had an accident!” she says, with a sob. “Please come along!”
“What sort of accident?” the cobbler asks.
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“He stuck his hand into a hole in a tree in the count’s copse, and he can’t get it out. Come along, uncle. Be kind and pull his hand out!”
“How did he put his hand in? What for?”
“He wanted to get a cuckoo’s egg out of the hole for me.”
“The day has hardly begun, and you are already in trouble,” said Terenty, shaking his head. “You naughty children! Well, I must come and save him. Come with me!”
Terenty comes out of the kitchen garden and begins walking down the village street. He walks so quickly that Fyokla can hardly keep up with him.
They come out of the village and turn along the dusty road towards the count’s copse that lies in the distance. It is about a mile and a half away. The dark clouds have now covered the sun. It grows dark. A big raindrop falls on Fyokla’s cheek and glides like a tear down her chin.
“The rain has begun,” says the cobbler. “That’s fine, Fyokla. The grass and the trees are fed by the rain. Don’t be afraid of the thunder, little girl. It will not hurt you. The grass will be dry again, and the earth will be dry again, and we will be dry again. There is the same sun for all of us.”
The rain gets heavier. There is a clap of thunder.
“Don’t be afraid, little girl!” says Terenty. “It is not from spite that it thunders.”
Their feet are covered with lumps of heavy, wet clay. It is slippery and difficult to walk, but Terenty walks more and more rapidly. The weak little beggar girl is tired and breathless.
At last, they go into the count’s copse.
“Where is Danilka?” he asks. “Lead me to him.”
Fyokla leads him into the thicket for half a mile or so and points to Danilka. Her brother stands leaning against a tree and looking at the sky. In one hand, he holds his shabby old cap. The other hand is hidden in an old lime tree. The boy is gazing at the stormy sky, and apparently not thinking of his trouble. He smiles when he sees the cobbler and says:
“I’ve never heard so much thunder in all my life.”
“And where is your hand?” asks the cobbler.



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
“In the hole. Pull it out, please, Terenty!”
The wood had broken at the edge of the hole and jammed Danilka’s hand. He could push it farther in, but he could not pull it out. Terenty pulled the broken piece out, and the boy’s red and crushed hand is released.
“It’s terrible weather,” the boy says, rubbing his hand. “What makes it thunder, Terenty?”
“One cloud runs against the other,” answers the cobbler.
They come out of the copse and walk along the edge of it towards the darkened road. The rumbling of the thunder is now heard far away beyond the village.
“The ducks flew by here the other day, Terenty,” says Danilka, still rubbing his hand. “They must be nesting in the marshes. Fyokla, would you like me to show you a nightingale’s nest?”
“Don’t touch it, you might disturb them,” says Terenty. “The nightingale is an innocent singing bird. It’s a sin to disturb him.”
“What about the sparrow?”
“Don’t disturb any of the birds.”
A bright patch of blue appears in the sky again.
“Look!” says Terenty. “An anthill burst open by the rain! They’ve been flooded!”
They bend over the anthill. The downpour has damaged it. The ants are walking around in the mud, and they are trying to carry away their drowned companions.
“And here are some bees!” cried Danilka, pointing to the branch of a young oak tree.
The drenched bees are huddled together on the branch. There are so many of them that neither bark nor leaf can be seen.
“That’s a swarm of bees,” Terenty informs them. “They were flying looking for a home, and when the rain came down upon them, they settled.”
Little Fyokla suddenly frowns and rubs her neck. Her brother looks at her neck and sees a big swelling on it. The cobbler laughs.
“Do you know where you got that from, Fyokla? There are Spanish flies on some trees in the wood. One of them made the swelling.”
The sun appears from behind the clouds and warms the wood, the fields, and the three friends. The dark clouds have gone far away and taken the storm with them. The air is warm again. There is a scent of meadow and lilies.
“That herb is used when your nose bleeds,” says Terenty, pointing to a flower.
They see a train, and the children are interested to know how an engine, not alive and without the help of horses, can move and drag such weights.
“It’s all the steam’s job, children,” says Terenty. “The steam does the work.”
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They cross the railway line and walk towards the river. They talk all the way. Danilka asks questions, Terenty answers all his questions. There is no secret in nature which surprises him. He knows everything. He knows the names of all the wildflowers, animals, and stones. He knows what herbs cure diseases. He can tell the age of a horse or a cow. He can tell what sort of weather it will be the next day by looking at the sunset, at the moon, or the birds. Indeed, it is not only Terenty who is so wise. Silanty Silitch, the innkeeper, the shepherd, and all the villagers know as much as he does. These people have not learned from books. The fields, the woods, the animals, and the river in the village taught them everything.
The two of them, the cobbler and the boy, talk without stopping, and they are not tired. They could wander around the world endlessly. While talking about the beauty of the earth, they do not notice the little girl tripping after them. She is breathless and moves with difficulty. There are now tears in her eyes. She has nowhere to go. She has no home. Whether she likes it or not, she must walk and listen to their talk.
Towards midday, all three sit down on the river bank. Danilka takes a piece of bread out of his bag, and they begin to eat. Terenty says a prayer when he has eaten the bread, then he falls asleep on the sandy bank. While he is asleep, the boy starts to think again. He has many things to think of. He has just seen the storm, the bees, the ants, and the train. Now, he is watching some fish moving through the water.
Our wanderers return to the village towards the evening. The children go to a deserted barn for the night. They lie on the straw. The girl, who is exhausted, falls asleep quickly. The boy does not sleep. He gazes into the darkness thinking about the things he has seen in the day. He is also exhausted and hungry. He wants to talk to someone about what he is thinking of, but there is no one to tell. Fyokla is too little and could not understand.
“I’ll talk to Terenty tomorrow,” he thinks.
Then, the boy falls asleep thinking of the homeless cobbler. At night, Terenty comes to the barn and puts bread under their heads. And no one sees his love. It is only seen by the moon which floats in the sky and peeps through the holes in the wall of the deserted barn.
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OEBPS/pt/toggle.js
(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '48%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-in{0%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1)}' +
      '52%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1.04)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-pop{0%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}65%{transform:scale(1.12);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-unpop{0%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}}' +
      '.pt-fold{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-closing{animation:pt-out ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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