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		Andrew is a fourteen-year-old boy. He goes to grade seven. His grades are very high. He is crazy about science, so he has many different ideas about space and planets. He wants to be a scientist when he grows up. One of his dreams is to fly to Mars and do the spacewalk there. Actually, he wants to be a space tourist, so he thinks that it will be a good idea for engineers to build hotels there.
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Andrew is at his science club. He loves going there.
Mr. Lee is their science teacher, and today their topic is about space and planets. Today, he is really happy.
Mr. Lee : Good morning, everyone.
Class : Good morning, Mr. Lee.
Mr. Lee : Can anybody tell me the order of the planets in the solar system from the nearest to the sun?
Andrew : I can.
Mr. Lee : Please go ahead, Andrew.
Andrew : Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune.
Mr. Lee : Excellent Andrew. So, everyone, what do you know about these planets?
Mary : I know Saturn has rings around it.
Mark : Pluto is the smallest planet.
Susan : Venus is the brightest planet.
Mr. Lee : Oh, very good.
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Mr. Lee : Now, let’s have a look at this chart. I want everybody to compare the planets and share it with us.
Mark : Jupiter is bigger than Saturn.
Susan : Venus is heavier than the Earth.
Andrew : Neptune is further from the Sun than Mercury.
Kelly : Mars is smaller than Uranus.
Mr. Lee : Well done to you, all. So, does anybody want to observe any planets?
Kelly : I do. I think Saturn looks interesting. I want to see the rings close up.
Mark : I know that space shuttles have landed on Mars, but I want to be the first person to land there. Maybe there is life on Mars.
Susan : I wonder what Jupiter looks like because it’s the biggest and the most colorful planet.
Andrew : I want to observe the Universe. I want to see the Milky Way, too.
Mr. Lee : Hopefully, one day you will, Andrew! Have any of you heard of dwarf planets?
Class : No, what are they, Mr. Lee?
Mr. Lee : Well, this will be your homework. I want you to find what dwarf planets are and share it with the class.
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Mr. Lee : Okay, next question. Who knows the first man who landed on the Moon?
Mark : I do. His name is Neil Armstrong. I watched a documentary about him on television.
Mr. Lee : Well, you probably saw that there was no gravity on the Moon.
Mark : Yes, that’s right because he couldn’t step on the Moon like we do on Earth. He did the spacewalk.
Mr. Lee : The Moon has no atmosphere, but the Earth does. We have gravity.
Mark : That’s true. In another documentary, they tie the sleeping bags to the wall, so the astronauts don’t float around when they sleep in them.
Mr. Lee : Yes, this shows how zero gravity affects the body in space.
Susan : I remember I watched a documentary about astronauts taking photos of Earth and the Moon. I think they did research about gravity and space life. The photos were very interesting.
Andrew : I saw a programme about astronauts, too. They tried to make video chats with their families.
Mr. Lee : Yes, technology improves a lot. We can talk with our families from space, too.
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		Kelly : Mr. Lee, what is a comet? Did you see one?
Mr. Lee : Yes, I did. I saw Halley’s Comet. Comets are large objects made of dust and ice. They have long tails. You can sometimes see them, too.
Susan : Mr. Lee, I didn’t see a comet, but I saw a meteor shower. It was amazing. There were so many meteors in the sky. It was so bright and beautiful. Mr. Lee, how often can we see meteor showers?
Mr. Lee : Well, there are about thirty meteor showers every year, but we can’t see all of them because they happen in different parts of the sky.
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Mr. Lee : Okay, class. You have wonderful information and dreams about the planets and space. Now, I want you to think about our planet. Can you compare Earth with the other planets?
Susan : First, we are lucky because we don’t have to wear a space suit. We can wear anything we want because we have oxygen and water. We have soil, so we can grow our own food.
Mark : Earth has many forests and rainforests, so animals can live with us. All the other planets are drier than Earth.
Andrew : A lot of animals live in the ocean, too. It is natural habitat. Animals can’t live on other planets, so we are lucky to have animals.
Kelly : Earth has four seasons, so we have a comfortable and healthy climate. Earth is more relaxing than other planets. Because of this, we can swim in summer, ski in winter and do many other activities, too. So, I think Earth is more enjoyable than the other planets.
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		Mr. Lee : Does anybody know what global warming is?
Kelly : I do. The temperature of the Earth is increasing. Because of this, the ice-poles are melting. This causes the extinction of some animals, such as polar bears.
Mr. Lee : That’s true, but what causes global warming?
Susan : There are a lot of reasons. First of all, we use our resources in a bad way. Secondly, we throw rubbish everywhere, and the third reason is deforestation. As a result, we destroy the balance of nature and this causes many natural disasters, such as floods, air pollutions and landslides.
Mr. Lee : Excellent, Susan. What you all said is true, so what can we do to stop global warming? Do you think our planet is clean enough? I want you to think and talk about it with each other, and then we will discuss it.
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		The students gather around and start talking. They realize that Earth has many problems.
Mr. Lee : So, who wants to talk?
Andrew : I do, Mr. Lee. The sea supplies us food like fish, but in the last few years, we have had a lot of sea pollution. A lot of fish are dying. People can’t swim in the seas anymore.
Mr. Lee : So, do you think we have water pollution? What can we do to stop it, then?
Andrew : I know that factories pour industrial waste in the oceans. I think they should use filters on their pipes. People shouldn’t throw their rubbish into the sea, lakes and rivers. They should put their rubbish into recycling bins. In this way, we can reuse them and not pollute water.
Mr. Lee : Very good, Andrew.
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		Susan : We have air pollution, too. There are many reasons for this. Some of them are exhaust fumes from vehicles and smoke coming from factories. Nuclear wastes are dangerous, too.
Mr. Lee : That’s true, so what should we do to prevent air pollution?
Susan : We should use public transportation, and we should walk to close distances. Also, we shouldn’t cut down trees because lots of animals lose their habitats. Deforestation means we have less fresh oxygen to breathe, so we should plant more trees.
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Mr. Lee : What do you think about agriculture?
Mark : I know that people use pesticides in agriculture. Pesticides are very poisonous chemicals. They use pesticides to kill insects and weeds, but too many pesticides can harm people. Also, pesticides cause soil and land pollution. I don’t think we should use pesticides at all.
Mr. Lee : That is very true, Mark.
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		Kelly : We use electricity in many areas; for example, ighting, heating and entertainment. Nowadays we even have electrical cars, so I think, we should use renewable energy like solar energy and wind energy to produce electricity. In this way, we don’t waste our resources and we don’t have to pay high bills. Batteries are important, too. We should use rechargeable batteries, not traditional ones.
Mr. Lee : Thank you, everyone. You are quite aware of global warming. I’m very proud of you all.
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		All of a sudden, Andrew comes up with an idea.
Andrew : Mr. Lee, why don’t we start a campaign to show awareness about global warming. Every class can do something different; for example, a collecting batteries campaign, a reusing campaign, an animal saving campaign or recycling campaign. After each campaign finishes, every class can send photos or videos about their campaign to us, and then we can make a short video and send it to every school. Maybe then, the other schools will want to do a campaign, too. In this way, we can help save our Earth.
Mr. Lee : That is very good thinking, Andrew. Their club is over. Andrew thinks about their lesson today and about global warming. He realizes how important global warming is. He thinks Mars can wait and says, ‘’I must save my planet first!’’
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