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THE SPECKLED BAND
I was living at my friend Sherlock Holmes’s apartment in Baker Street, London at the time of this case. It was an early April morning when Sherlock Holmes knocked on my door and came into my room.
“I’m very sorry to wake you up at this very early time,” he said.
“What is it? What’s wrong?”
“It’s a client. She is waiting in the living room. I thought you might be interested in the case.”
“I’m coming in a minute.”
We went to the living room together. The client was sitting on a sofa. She was a woman in her thirties, but her hair was grey and she looked really tired and unhappy.
“Good morning, madam,” Holmes said. “My name is Sherlock Holmes and this is my friend, Dr. Watson. Would you like a cup of tea? You are shivering.”
“I’m not shivering because of the cold. I’m shivering because of fear, Mr. Holmes,” she said.



	


		
“Don’t worry, madam. We will solve the problem, I’m sure. You must be tired. I think you came here by train.”
“How do you know that? Do you know me?”
“No, I just saw a return ticket in the palm of your left glove.”
“You are right. I left home before six o’clock in the morning and caught the first train. I heard your name from Mrs. Farintosh and I got your address from her. You helped her a lot in her difficult times.”
“Oh, I remember Mrs. Farintosh’s case. Now, I’m listening to you. How may I help you?”
“My name is Helen Stoner. I’m living with my stepfather in Surrey. His family, the Roylotts, was among the richest families in England, but they had no money when my stepfather was born. He studied medicine and went to India. When he was in India, he met my mother. My father was dead. My mother and my stepfather got married when I and my twin sister, Julia, were very young.”
“Tell me more about your stepfather, Miss Stoner.”
“He is a violent man. Once he got angry with his Indian servant and killed him. He had to go to prison so we came back to England. Shortly after our return to England, my mother died in an accident. My stepfather got all her money. If Julia and I get married, he has to give £250 to us every year. ”
“What is he doing now?”
“He just stays at home and doesn’t see anybody or leave the house. When he goes out, he always fights with people from the village. Everybody is afraid of him and they



	


		
run away when they see him. Julia and I had a very difficult life after our mother’s death. Julia died when she was just thirty. Her hair was grey like mine.”
“When did she die?”
“Two years ago. I want to talk to you about her death. We sometimes visited our mother’s sister, Miss Westphail. She lives in Harrow. Julia went there at Christmas two years ago. She met a young man there and they got engaged. My stepfather agreed. He didn’t say anything about the marriage. Soon after this, my sister died.”
Miss Stoner started to cry. Sherlock Holmes was listening to her carefully.
“Tell me everything about her death,” he said.
“I remember every detail. We have three bedrooms downstairs. The first one is my stepfather’s. Next to his room, there is Julia’s bedroom. My room is next to Julia’s. All our rooms have windows on the garden side of our house and the doors opened out onto the corridor. One night, Julia couldn’t sleep and she came to my room. She said she sometimes heard a whistle. I said I never heard whistles and she left the room. I locked the door behind her.”
“Why did you lock the door?”
“We were afraid of wild animals and the gypsies. That night there was a storm and I couldn’t sleep because of the thunder. Suddenly, I heard a woman’s voice. It was my sister. I opened the door and rushed to the corridor.



	


		
Then I heard a whistle and the sound of falling metal. I saw my sister in the corridor. She said, “Helen, help me! I’m dying. It was the band! The speckled band!” I called my stepfather. He tried to help her but my poor sister died.”
“Are you sure you heard a whistle and the metal sound?”
“I think so but it was a very stormy night. Perhaps I made a mistake. The police couldn’t understand why my sister died. Her door was locked. Nobody got into her room. There was no poison in her body. She probably died because of fear.”
“What do you think is “the speckled band”?
“I’m not sure. Gypsies wear something like that around their necks. Who killed her do you think, Mr. Holmes?”
“That is a very difficult question to answer now, Miss Stoner. Please go on.”
“I have been alone for two years since my sister died. A couple of months ago, my friend Percy Armitage asked me to marry him and I accepted. My stepfather agreed and we decided to get married in spring. Two weeks ago, I had to move to my sister’s bedroom because some men are repairing my bedroom’s walls. Last night I heard the whistle again. Please, Mr. Holmes, please help me. I don’t want to die.”
“There are many more details I would like to learn about this case. Can we look into your rooms if we go to your house today? But your stepfather mustn’t know about this visit.”
“He is in London today. He won’t see you. Thank you Mr. Holmes.”



	


		
“Would you like to stay for breakfast?”
“No, thank you. I need to go now.”
She left the house. Sherlock Holmes turned to me.
“What do you think, dear Watson?” he asked.
“I think it’s a very strange and dark case,” I answered.
“It is actually,” said Holmes.
We were having breakfast when someone knocked on our door. Holmes opened the door. There was a man standing there and he looked at both of us.
“Which of you is Holmes?” asked the man.
“I am, sir,” said Holmes.
“I am Dr. Grimesby Roylott from Stoke Moran.”
“Please come in. It’s cold outside.”
“No, I won’t. I followed my stepdaughter. She came to your house and talked to you. Do not meddle in my family’s business!” he said angrily and left.
“I need to go out now. I will be back around lunch time. Then we can catch the train and go to Miss Stoner’s house,” said Holmes.
It was about one o’clock when he came back. He had some notes in his hand.
“I found out that Miss Stoner’s mother left Dr. Roylott £750. He has to give £250 to the girls if they get married. He wants the money. I still need to learn about the whistle and the band,” Holmes said.
“Let’s go now and find out,” I said.
Then we left the house to catch the two o’clock train.
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When we arrived, Helen Stoner showed us the rooms. We went into her room first. Holmes looked at the walls.
“There is nothing wrong with the walls. Why are you repairing them?” asked Holmes.
“You are right,” Helen said. “Do you think it’s a plan to move me to my sister’s room?”
“It seems so.”
Then we went to Julia’s room. Holmes saw a bell rope over the bed. He looked at it closely.
“My stepfather put it there two years ago. It is for calling a servant, but we don’t have any servants. We never used it,” said Helen. “He also put an air vent between his room and Julia’s room.”
“That’s strange. Air vents are usually on outside walls,” Holmes said.
We left Julia’s room and went to Dr. Roylott’s room. Holmes saw a metal box and asked Helen about it.
“My stepfather keeps his important business papers in there,” she said.



	


		
“It’s strange,” said Holmes, “there is some milk on a plate next to the box.” He turned to Helen. “Miss Stoner, your life is probably in danger. I have a plan. Tonight my friend Dr. Watson and I are going to come to the house and go into your sister’s room from the window. You are going to leave the window open for us. We are going to stay at a hotel until midnight.”
We went to the village and found a hotel. We waited there until it was dark. At night, we went back to the house. We went in through the window. We waited there for hours. Then we heard a sound from Dr. Roylott’s room. The sound came closer. Holmes jumped up and hit the bell rope. A terrible cry came from the next door.
We quickly went into Dr. Roylott’s room. The metal box was open. He was sitting on a chair. There was a yellow speckled band around his head. He was dead.
“Look, Watson! It’s the speckled band. It’s an Indian snake and it’s very poisonous. It drinks milk. This explains the milk next to the box. Let’s put the snake back in the box very carefully.”
“So, the snake also killed Julia, right?” I asked.
“Right. The snake went into Julia’s room from the air-vent and it went down the bell rope. Dr. Roylott called it back with a whistle and it went back to the box. It went to Julia’s room many times, that’s why Julia heard those sounds. Tonight I hit the snake and it went back to Dr. Roylott’s room and killed him.”
“Congratulations, my dear friend. You solved this case, too,” I said.
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THE RED - HEADED LEAGUE
One day in the autumn of last year, I stopped by my friend Sherlock Holmes’s office. I opened the door and saw that he was talking to an old man with red hair.
“Oh, sorry to disturb you,” I said.
I was about to leave when Holmes pulled me into the room and closed the door.
“It’s perfect timing, my dear Watson,” said Holmes.
“I thought you were busy.”
“I am very busy.”
“Then I can wait in the next room.”
“No, you don’t need to.” Then he turned to the red-headed man and introduced me. “Mr. Wilson, this is Dr. Watson. He has been my partner and helper in many cases. I’m sure he will help you a lot, too.”
“Nice to meet you, Dr. Watson,” said Mr. Wilson.
“Nice to meet you, too, Mr. Wilson,” I said.
Then Holmes turned to me and said, “Mr. Jabez Wilson came to the office this morning and told me a story. It’s a very interesting story. Mr. Wilson, could you please tell your



	


		
story from the beginning. My friend Watson didn’t hear the opening part and I want to pay attention to the details again. Before you start, I’d like to share more information about you with my friend. Dear Watson, Mr. Wilson has done some manual labour, he has been to China and he has done a lot of writing recently.”
“How do you know all of that?” asked Mr. Wilson. He was surprised.
“Your hands, my dear sir. Your right hand is larger than your left. You have worked with it more, and the muscles are more developed.”
“Well, writing?”
“Your right cuff is clean and shiny, but your left cuff is not.”
“What about China?”
“Your tattoo on your right wrist gave me a clue. That fish tattoo is special in China.”
Mr. Wilson laughed. “I have never been to China.”
“Well, I made a mistake then,” said Holmes.
Then Mr. Wilson started to tell the story. First, he gave me an advertisement.
“Here. Read it yourself,” he said to me.
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THE RED - HEADED LEAGUE
On the bequest of Ezekiah Hopkins, we are looking for a red-headed person, over 21 years old. Salary will be £4 a week. Apply on Monday, at eleven o’clock to Duncan Ross. League office: 7 Pope’s Court, Fleet Street.



	


		
“What is this?” I asked.
Holmes laughed. “Doctor, what is the name and the date of the newspaper?” he asked.
“It is The Morning Chronicle of April 27, 1890. Just two months ago.”
“Very good. Now, Mr. Wilson?”
“Well, I have a small business at Coburg Square. I used to keep two assistants but now I have only one. I cannot give him a lot of money but he wants to come to learn the business.”
“What is his name?” asked Holmes.
“His name is Vincent Spaulding. He’s not very young but it is hard to tell his age. He is very smart and he is a good worker. He could work somewhere else and earn more money. But I don’t put these kind of ideas in his head.”
“Is there anybody else at your business?”
“There is a 14-year-old girl. She cooks and cleans the place. I never had a family. The three of us live like a family.”
“What about the advertisement?” I asked.
“One day, Spaulding showed me this advertisement. He was sorry that he wasn’t red-headed. He asked me to apply. I said no at first. But he insisted and he told me the details. An American millionaire, Ezekiah Hopkins, founded the League. Hopkins was red-headed himself and had a sympathy for red-headed people. According to Spaulding, I had a chance to join the League because my hair is bright red, not light red or dark red. I agreed in the end.”



	


		
“Then what did you do?” asked Holmes.
“We went to the address together. Fleet Street was full of red-headed men. They came from all over the country. I was about to give up, but Spaulding pushed many people and he got me through the crowd. There were only two wooden chairs and a table in the office. A small man with a red-head was sitting behind the table. His name was Duncan Ross. He asked the candidates some questions but he didn’t like most of them. When we entered the office, the assistant introduced me. Then the small man came and pulled my hair to check if it was a wig. It hurt so much that I screamed. He said his name was Duncan Ross. He asked me questions such as, “Are you married?” “Do you have a family?” Finally, he accepted me into the League. He explained that I would work from 10 am. to 2 pm. and get £4 a week. I would only stay at the office for four hours and copy out the Encyclopaedia Britannica.
The next day, I bought a bottle of ink, a pen and papers and went to the office. Mr. Duncan was there. He set the table ready for me. I started copying out the Encyclopaedia Britannica and this went on for eight weeks. And then suddenly the business finished.”
“Finished?” asked Holmes.
“Yes, sir. This morning I went to the office but the door was locked. There was a sign on the door. “The Red-Headed League Closed. October 9, 1890.”



	


		
Holmes and I laughed.
“Why are you laughing?” asked Mr. Wilson.
“Oh, sorry Mr. Wilson. I don’t want to miss your case. It’s a very interesting one. Please go on,” said Holmes.
“I looked everywhere but I couldn’t find Duncan Ross. I went to the landlord and asked about him. He said he didn’t know anybody called Duncan Ross. He said his real name was William Morris. He gave me their new address: 17 King Edward Street, near St. Paul’s. I went to the new address but nobody there knew about Duncan Ross or William Morris.”
“So, what did you do?” asked Holmes.
“I went back home. I asked for help from my assistant, but he couldn’t help me. So, I came here to ask for your help.”
“I will be very happy to look at your case, Mr. Wilson,” said Holmes.
After Mr. Wilson left, I and Holmes left the office to take a walk. On our way, we saw Mr. Wilson’s shop. Holmes knocked on the door and his assistant answered the door.
“Excuse me, sir. How can I go from here to Strand?” Holmes asked.
“Third right, fourth left,” he answered.
“Thank you. Have a good day.”
“You wanted to see Mr. Wilson’s assistant, right?” I said.
“I actually wanted to see the knees of his trousers,” Holmes said.
“And what did you see?”
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“What I expected to see.”
He didn’t explain more. We turned onto a busy street and saw that there was a bank behind Wilson’s shop.
“Watson, I need your help tonight. Will you meet me at ten on Baker Street?”
“Of course!”
Then I went home. I rested for a while and at quarter past nine, I left the house to go to Baker Street. When I went there, I saw Holmes talking to two men.
“Welcome, Watson. You know Mr. Jones, from Scotland Yard and this is Mr. Merryweather. They are going to help us tonight. Gentlemen, you take the first cab. Watson and I will follow you.”
In the cab, Holmes told me about Mr. Merryweather. I learnt that he was a bank director and he was interested in the case. We stopped at the City and Suburban Bank. It was the same bank that we saw in the morning - behind Mr. Wilson’s shop. We went in and waited in the cellar for about an hour. The cellar was full of French gold. There were some cracks on the floor. We noticed a light shining through the crack. It got bigger. Then a man came out.



	


		
“It’s all clear. Do you have the bags? Great, Scott! Jump, Archie!”
“Not that easy, John Clay!” said Holmes.
The criminal John Clay was Mr. Jabez Wilson’s assistant, Vincent Spaulding! Holmes caught him by his arm but the other men escaped from the crack.
“Don’t touch me with your dirty hands! I’m a gentleman. I have royal blood,” said John Clay.
“All right!” said Mr. Jones, “Would you please, sir, go upstairs with me to take a cab to the police station, sir?”
So Mr. Jones took the criminal to the police station.
“Thank you very much, Mr. Holmes. You saved our bank from a big robbery,” said Mr. Merryweather.
Later that night Holmes told me how he solved the case.
“You see, Watson,” he said. “All that Red-Headed League and copying out the Encyclopedia Britannica was a trick to keep Mr. Wilson away from the shop.”
“How did you understand that the assistant planned it?”
“It was so clear. The assistant wanted to work for little money. He didn’t want Mr. Wilson’s money, he wanted to use his shop. They were digging a tunnel when he was out. When we saw him today, the knees of his trousers were dirty.”
“And how did you know that they were going into the bank tonight?”
“Because they closed the League today. It means they finished digging the tunnel.”
“My dear friend, you solved this case brilliantly again,” I said.



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
A CASE OF IDENTITY
One day, we were having tea and talking at Sherlock Holmes’s office when a woman with fur around her neck knocked on the door and opened it.
“Please come in, madam,” said Holmes.
“Mr. Holmes, my name is Mary Sutherland. I came to you because I heard about you from Mrs. Etherege. You found her husband so easily when everyone else thought he was dead. I hope you can do as much for me!”
“I will do my best, Miss Sutherland. This is my friend, Dr. Watson. You can speak freely with us.”
“Thank you, Mr. Holmes. I’m not rich, but I still have a hundred a year and I have saved a little. I would give it all to know what happened to Mr. Hosmer Angel. My father, Mr. Windibank, isn’t doing anything about it.”
“Is he your stepfather?”
“Yes, he is. I call him father but he is only five years older than me.”
“And your mother is alive?”
“Yes, she is alive and well. She married again soon after my father’s death. My stepfather is fifteen years younger than her.



	


		
My father was a plumber on Tottenham Court Road. He left the business to my mother but when Mr. Windibank came, he made her sell the business. They got £4700 from it.”
“Does your income come out of the business?”
“No, sir. It is different. My uncle Ned left it for me. It is in the New Zealand bank. There is two thousand five hundred pounds but I can only get the interest. That is one hundred a year. Mr. Windibank gets the money from the bank and gives it to my mother. I earn money by typewriting. I get two pence for each sheet and I can often do fifteen to twenty sheets in a day.”
“Could you tell us about your connection with Mr. Hosmer Angel?”
“I met him first at a ball. We used to get tickets to the ball when my father was alive. After he died, my mother got the tickets but Mr. Windibank didn’t want us to go. When he went to France upon business, we went to the ball.”
“Did he get angry when he returned from France?”
“No, he wasn’t angry.”
“So, you met Mr. Angel at the ball?”
“Yes, sir. I met him that night and he called me the next day. We went out to take a walk twice but when my father returned, he didn’t let us see each other. We wrote to each other every day until my father went to France again. He always typed the letters.”
“Were you engaged?”
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“Yes. We got engaged after we took the first walk.”
“Where did he work?”
“He worked in an office in Leadenhall Street.”
“What office?”
“I don’t know.”
“Where did he live?”
“I don’t know that, either. I only know Leadenhall Street.”
“Where did you address your letter, then?”
“To the Leadenhall Street Post Office. He didn’t want the letters to go to his office.”
“Can you remember any other details about things about Mr. Hosmer Angel?”
“He was a very shy man, Mr. Holmes. He was always well-dressed. He was very kind to me.”
“What happened when Mr. Windibank returned to France?”
“Mr. Hosmer Angel came to the house again and said that we should get married before my father came back. My mother agreed and she thought we didn’t need to tell my father. I didn’t want to marry like that, so I wrote to my father at Bordeaux. The letter came back to me on the wedding day.”
“Your father didn’t get the letter, then?”
“You are right. He left France to come to England when the letter arrived at his office.”
“Was your wedding in a church?”
“Yes, sir. It was going to be at St. Saviour’s Church near King’s Cross. We took a hansom cab and we got to the church.



	


		
My mother and I got into one cab, and Hosmer got into another one. We got to the church first. When Hosmer’s cab arrived, we waited for him to come out but he didn’t. There was no one in the cab except the driver. That was Friday, Mr. Holmes and I haven’t seen or heard from him since then. He was a very good and kind man. He wouldn’t leave me. I don’t know what happened.”
“Do you think something bad happened to him?”
“Yes, sir.”
“Do you have any idea?”
“None.”
“One more question. How did your mother react?”
“She was very angry. She didn’t want to speak of it again.”
“And your father? Did you tell him?”
“Yes. He also thinks that something bad happened to him.” She started crying.
“I will take care of your case and I’m sure we will get some results. Try not to think of Mr. Hosmer Angel again.”
“Then you don’t think I’ll see him again?”
“I’m afraid not.”
“What happened to him?”
“I can’t answer that question now but I promise I will do my best to find out.”
“I put out an advert for him in last Saturday’s Chronicle. Here is the advertisement and here are four letters from him.”
“Thank you. And your address?”
“No. 31 Lyon Place, Camberwell.”



	


		
“You never had Mr. Angel’s address. What about your father’s business address?”
“He travels for Westhouse & Marbank. They are the great wine importers of Fenchurch Street.”
“Thank you. Please leave the papers here. Remember the advice that I gave you.”
“You are very kind, Mr. Holmes, but I can’t do that. I can’t forget Hosmer. Thank you very much for taking care of this.”
Then she left the office.
“Quite an interesting case,” Holmes said to me. “What did you notice about the woman’s appearance?”
“Well, she had a hat with a red feather. Her jacket was black. Her dress was brown. Her gloves were grey and were worn at the right forefinger. I didn’t see her shoes. She had small, round, gold earrings,” I said.
“Bravo, Watson. You are wonderful. You have really done well. You should always concentrate on details. Now, I am going to write two letters. One is to a firm in the City and the other one is to the young lady’s stepfather, Mr. Windibank. I’m going to ask him to meet us here at six o’clock tomorrow evening.”
“Okay, see you tomorrow.”
The next day I came back to the office.
“Have you solved it?” I asked.
“No, not yet, but I’m working on it.”
At that moment, there was a knock on the door.
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“This is the girl’s stepfather, Mr. James Windibank,” said Holmes. “Come in Mr. Windibank!”
A man who is around thirty years old with grey eyes came in.
“Good evening, Mr. James Windibank,” said Holmes. “I think that typewritten letter is from you.”
“Yes, sir. I’m sorry that Miss Sutherland came to you about this little matter,” said Mr. Windibank. “How can you find this Hosmer Angel?”
“I’m sure I will find Mr. Hosmer Angel.”
“I’m happy to hear that.”
“It’s strange that two typewriters write exactly the same. For example, in your letter the letter “r” is not clear. There are many more of these examples.”
“We always write with that typewriter in the office. It’s normal.”
“I will show you something more interesting. This is Mr. Hosmer Angel’s letter and look at the letter “r”. Do you want to look at the other letters?”
Mr. Windibank stood up angrily.



	


		
“I cannot waste my time with this talk. Tell me when you find the man.”
“Oh, I have already found him.”
“What! Where?” shouted Mr. Windibank.
“Please sit down and let’s talk about it.”
He sat down.
“Mr. Windibank, it was a cruel trick to play on a young lady,” said Holmes. “The man married a woman much older than himself to use her daughter’s money. If the daughter gets married, he will lose the money - a hundred a year. So, what does the clever stepfather do? He tries to stop her marriage with a stranger. He disguised himself to steal the young lady’s heart. He wore glasses and a fake moustache and he pretended to be Mr. Hosmer Angel.”
“It was only a joke at first,” said Mr. Windibank. “We didn’t think it would be serious. I’m not guilty, but you are guilty because you are keeping me here. The door is locked.”
“You are right. Unfortunately, I cannot do anything. The law cannot touch you.” Holmes stood up and opened the door. “You can go now,” he said.
After Mr. Windibank left, we looked from the window and saw him running down the street at the top of his speed.
“Are you going to tell Miss Sutherland?” I asked.
“No. If I tell her, she won’t believe me,” said Holmes.
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A SCANDAL IN BOHEMIA
One night in March I visited my friend Sherlock Holmes at his house in Baker Street.
“Come in, Watson,” said Holmes. “I am happy to see you. I want to show you something.”
He showed me a letter. There was no name, no date or address on it. It said:
“Somebody is going to visit you today to talk about some very secret business. We heard you helped a lot of people. We hope you can help us, too. Be at your house at 7.45 p.m.”
“So, what do you think?” asked Holmes.
I tried to think like Holmes. “Well, it looks like expensive paper, and it is different.”
“Yes, it’s not English paper. Hold it to the light.”
I did so, and saw the letters Eg.P.Gt on it. “What do these letters stand for?”
“The letters ‘Gt’ stand for ‘Gessellschaft’ which means ‘company’ in German. ‘P’ stands for ‘papier’ which is paper. And probably ‘Eg’ stands for the name of the company. So, a German person probably wrote this letter.”



	


		
“Oh, look it says it was made in Bohemia.”
“Well done, my friend!”
At that moment somebody knocked on the door.
“It must be your client. I think I should go now,” I said.
“No, no. Please stay and listen to our conversation. I may need your help,” said Holmes and he went to open the door.
A tall, well-built man came into the room. He was wearing expensive clothes. There was a mask over his face.
“I believe you got my note,” he said with a strong German accent.
“Yes, I did. Please come in. This is my friend Dr. Watson. He helped me in many cases.”
“It is nice to meet both of you. Please call me Count von Kramm. I come from Bohemia. Before I tell you about the story, will you promise to keep it a secret?”
“Of course, I will,” said Holmes.
“A very important person sent me here to ask for your help. He belongs to a royal family. I am wearing this mask because nobody must know who he is.”
“It’s going to be a secret, Your Majesty,” said Holmes calmly.
The man was shocked.
“You know who I am?” he asked.
“Yes, Your Majesty. You are Wilhelm von Ormstein from Bohemia.”



	


		
“You are right,” he said and pulled the mask off his face. “There is no need to hide. I am Wilhelm von Ormstein, King of Bohemia. I wanted to see you myself because I couldn’t send anyone. It must be a secret. Do you understand?”
“Very well. Please go on.”
“I met a woman called Irene Adler five years ago. She is a singer and she lives in London. I loved her but then I left her. I sent her some letters before we broke up but now I need to get those letters back.”
“You can say you didn’t write those letters.”
“The letters are not the only things. She has my photograph.”
“You can say that you didn’t give your photograph to her and that she stole it from you.”
“But Mr. Holmes, we are both in the photograph.”
“Oh, that’s bad.”
“I know, it was a terrible mistake. I was so young. I tried to get the photograph from her house but I couldn’t find it. I am going to get married to the daughter of King of Scandinavia soon. You know, they are one of the most important royal families in Europe. Irene was angry when I left her. She threatened to send the photograph to them.”
“Are you sure she hasn’t sent it yet?”
“Yes, she said she was going to send it on Monday when our marriage is officially announced.”
“Okay. We have three days then.”



	


		
The King put a heavy box on the table. “There is one thousand pounds here. If you need more, please let me know. The money is not important.”
“Could you give us Irene Adler’s address?”
“Briony Lodge, Serpentine Avenue, St John’s Wood, London.”
“Okay, I will write to you to let you know what happens. I’m sure I will find the photograph.”
“Thank you, Mr. Holmes.”
“Good night, Your Majesty.”
After the King left, Holmes turned to me and said “Please come back tomorrow at three o’clock in the afternoon. Good night.”
…
The next day I arrived at Holmes’s house at three o’clock but he was not at home. The landlady told me that he left the house around eight o’clock in the morning. I went into the house and waited for him by the fire. It was almost four o’clock when the door opened. A man came in. He was wearing dirty, old clothes and looked strange. It took a minute for me to make sure that it was Sherlock Holmes. He was very good at using disguises. He went to the bedroom and came back with his suit.
“Holmes! Where have you been?” I asked.
“I have been outside Miss Irene Adler’s house. I listened to her servants talking about her and her friend Godfrey Norton. I learnt that he was a lawyer and he always came to see her. While I was there, Godfrey Norton came. I watched them through the window. They talked for half an hour and Mr. Norton left the house.
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He got in a cab and said he wanted to go to the Church of St. Monica. Right after he left, Irene Adler came out and she got in another cab and she wanted to go to the same church. I followed them. They went into the church and I did so, too. Irene Adler and Mr. Norton were waiting in front of a clergyman. They were talking and Irene Adler looked sad. Suddenly, they all turned to me. Godfrey Norton started to run towards me. I was so surprised. He said, ‘Thank God! Come here quickly.’ I didn’t understand what was going on at first but then I understood that they needed a witness for their wedding.”
“This is so surprising,” I said. “What then?”
“She is married to him now. I will need your help tonight, Watson. Will you help me without any questions?”
“Of course, I will.”
Then Holmes went to his bedroom and came back with a completely different look. He wore a large, black hat. He also changed his hair and his face.



	


		
It was around half past six when we left the house. Holmes told me that Irene Adler would be at home around seven. We walked to Serpentine Avenue together. On the way there he told me about our plan.
“Women like to keep important things to themselves. I’m sure Irene Adler keeps the photograph in her house. Not in a bank or anywhere else. I will go into her house. You must wait outside her house near the living room window. Watch me inside. When I hold up my hand, throw this thing into the room and shout ‘Fire!’”
He gave me a small thing. “What is it, Holmes?” I asked.
“It’s a smoke stick. The room will be full of smoke when you throw it. After that, wait for me at the corner of the street.”
“Alright.”
When we arrived at her house, we saw there were lots of men there. They were talking and laughing. Then a cab arrived and Irene Adler got off. Suddenly, a fight between the men started. Sherlock Holmes ran to help Irene but he fell to the ground. There was blood on his face. Irene ran to her door but she looked back.
“Did the man die?” she asked.
“No, he is hurt,” a man answered.
“Bring him into the living room,” she said.
Some men carried Holmes to Irene’s living room. I stayed outside and watched them. After a few minutes, Holmes raised his hand and I threw the smoke stick into the room. Suddenly all the room was full of smoke and I started to shout “Fire! Fire!” very loudly.



	


		
I went to the corner of the street to wait for Holmes. He came ten minutes later.
“Did you get the photograph?” I asked.
“No, not yet. But she showed me. I know where it is now.”
“But how?”
“I paid all those men on the street to help us. It wasn’t a real fight. I just wanted Irene Adler to let me in her house. When everybody started to run away from ‘fire’, Irene ran to a box to get it. It was in a cupboard in the living room. I saw it but I didn’t take it.”
“Why not?”
“We will go back tomorrow morning. I want the King to get the photograph himself.”
We started to walk back to Holmes’s house. When we arrived, a young man said “Good night, Mr. Holmes,” and he past us.
“That’s strange,” said Holmes. “I know that voice. Who was it?”
…
The next morning, while we were having our toast and coffee, the King of Bohemia rushed into the room.
“Did you get the photograph and the letters?” he asked.
“Not yet, but I have hopes.”
“Then, let’s go. I’m so impatient to get it.”
“We must get a cab.”
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“No, my cab is waiting.”
On the way, Holmes told the King that Irene Adler got married.
“Married! When?” asked the King.
“Yesterday.”
“To whom?”
“To an English lawyer named Godfrey Norton.”
Then there was silence until we arrived at Irene’s house. We knocked on the door and an old servant opened the door.
“I think you are Mr. Sherlock Holmes,” she said.
“I am,” Holmes said.
“Mrs. Norton told me that you would come today. She left the country this morning with her husband by the 5.15 train from Charing Cross.”
“What!” said Sherlock Holmes. He was surprised. “You are saying that she has left England?”
“Never to return.”
“What about the papers?” asked the King. “And the photograph? All is lost.”
“We will see,” said Holmes and he went into the house. He ran to the cupboard and opened it. There was a photograph of Irene and a letter inside the cupboard. On the letter it said, “To Sherlock Holmes.”



	


		
Dear Mr. Sherlock Holmes,
Your plan was really good. I thought it was a real fire. After I opened the cupboard, I realized that you were watching me carefully. I heard about the famous Sherlock Holmes before. I thought the King would ask you to find the photograph. So I disguised as a young man and followed you to your house in Baker Street. I wanted to make sure that you were really Sherlock Holmes. It was me who said “Good night” to you in front of your house. Please tell the King that I will not show the photograph to anybody. He can keep this photograph if he wants to. I love my husband and we have decided to leave England.
Irene Norton
“She is such a clever woman,” said Holmes. “I’m impressed, but I’m sorry Your Majesty. This business hasn’t ended well.”
“She said she would never show the photograph to anybody. I have nothing else to do but to believe her. Thank you, Mr. Holmes.”
“I would like just one thing from you, Your Majesty,” said Holmes. “Can I keep this photograph?”
“Irene’s photograph? Of course, you can keep it.”
So there was no scandal in the royal family. Sherlock Holmes still keeps the photograph of Irene. He admires her as he thinks she is as clever as him.
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SILVER BLAZE
“I’m afraid, Watson, I have to go now,” said Holmes when we sat down for breakfast one morning.
“Where to?” I asked.
“To Dartmoor; King’s Pyland.”
I knew the case. Actually, everyone in England knew. One of the most favourite horses for the Wessex Cup disappeared and his trainer was murdered.
“I would be happy to come with you if you don’t mind,” I said.
“My dear Watson, you would be doing me a great favour if you came. We have time to catch the train to Paddington and I will tell you about the details on our way.”
We left the house and caught the train.
“On Tuesday evening I got telegrams from both Colonel Ross, the owner of the horse; and from Inspector Gregory, who is looking after the case. They both asked for my cooperation,” said Holmes.



	


		
“Tuesday evening! And it is Thursday morning. Why didn’t you go yesterday?”
“Because I thought they might find the horse yesterday. It is one of the most remarkable horses in England. They couldn’t hide it for a long time. However, they didn’t find it.”
“Do you have a theory?”
“I have some important facts about the case. Silver Blaze is now in his fifth year. He earned his owner, Colonel Ross, many prizes. He was the first favourite for the Wessex Cup. The trainer, John Straker, was a retired jockey. He served the Colonel for five years as a jockey and seven years as a trainer before he died. He was an honest servant. He was a married man, he had no children and he lived in a small villa about two hundred yards from the stables. He had three young men helping him. One of them sat up all night with the horses and the other two slept in a room over the stables. Look, Watson, these are Inspector Gregory’s notes. Read it yourself.”
Inspector Gregory’s notes
On Monday evening, Straker locked the stables at nine o’clock, the usual time. Two of the boys then walked up to the trainer’s house for their dinner, but the third boy, Ned Hunter, stayed in the stables to watch the horses. At five past nine, the Straker’s servant, a girl called Edith Baxter, carried Ned Hunter’s dinner down to the stables.



	


		
Edith was nearly at the stables when a man called out to her. He came up to her, and she saw a tall man in a grey suit and a hat, and a red and black scarf. He carried a big walking stick, and Edith felt afraid of him. He took an envelope out of his pocket and asked Edith to give it to Ned Hunter. Edith didn’t take the envelope. She ran to Ned and the man followed her and wanted to talk to Ned but Ned told him to go away.
Then Ned Hunter told the trainer and the other boys about the stranger, but no one saw him again.
Mr. Straker couldn’t sleep that night. He thought about the stranger. Then he decided to go to the stables. The next morning when his wife woke up, she couldn’t find Mr. Straker at home. She went to the stables but he wasn’t there. Silver Blaze wasn’t there, either. Ned was still sleeping. Normally he was awake at nights. The other two boys woke up and they ran out to find Mr. Straker. They found his coat on a small tree. They found the trainer down the hill. He was dead. Someone had hit him on the head and killed him. There was a cut in his leg. He had a knife in his hand and there was a red and black scarf next to him. Edith knew it was the stranger’s scarf.
We found the stranger in Tavistock. His name is Fitzroy Simpson. He lives in London and makes money from horse races. He bet five thousand pounds against the favourite for the Wessex Cup. He admitted that he went to the stables.
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“What about your scarf? Why was it next to the dead man?” I asked.
“I don’t know, sir. I really don’t know. I lost my scarf that day. It wasn’t me. I didn’t kill the trainer.”
We asked many more questions, but Fitzroy Simpson did not change his story. He was out that night, his suit was still wet from the rain, and his big walking stick could break a man’s head. But there were no cuts on his body, so where did the blood on Straker’s knife come from? And where is the horse?
…
“Interesting,” I said and gave the papers back to Holmes. “Do you think Simpson did it?”
“Perhaps,” said Holmes. “Let’s look at it. Simpson came to the stables and left. Then he came back later in the night. He took the horses out and left. But the trainer saw him and followed him. Then Simpson killed him. Simpson took the horse - but where? And how did he get into the locked stables?”
When we arrived at the station, Inspector Gregory and Mr. Ross met us.



	


		
“Very pleased to see you,” Mr. Ross said. “Please help us find poor Mr. Straker’s murderer and my horse.”
“Is there any news? We need more than your notes. What about the envelope that the stranger tried to give to Edith? Did Simpson say anything about it?”
“Yes,” said the Inspector. “He said there was money in it for the stable boys.”
When we arrived at King’s Pyland, Inspector Gregory took us to the trainer’s house. He showed us the knife. It was an eye knife that doctors use for eye operations.
“His wife said the knife was in the bedroom for a few days,” Inspector Gregory said.
Then we went to the place where they found Mr. Straker’s dead body. Holmes looked around and he found a match on the ground.
“Is this going to take long?” asked Mr. Ross. “I need to go back and take Silver Blaze’s name out of the race.”
“No, no, don’t do it. Don’t take his name out yet,” said Holmes.
“But… Okay, if you say so. See you later at the house.”
After everybody left, Holmes and I started to track down the horse shoe traces. We came to another stable.
“Go away!” a man said. “We don’t want strangers here. We don’t talk to newspaper people!”
“We are not from a newspaper. You have a horse in your stable. We are looking for it,” said Holmes.
“That’s not true,” said the man angrily and went inside.
We decided to go back to London and come back on the day of the races. Mr. Ross met us at the station and took us to the races.



	


		
Silver Blaze’s name was still on the list. Mr. Ross got excited when he saw his horse. The race started, and Silver Blaze won the race.
“Thank you very much,” said Mr. Ross. “You found my horse, I hope you found the murderer, too.”
“The murderer is your horse,” said Holmes.
“But how... How is this possible?”
“Let me tell you the story. Your horse’s trainer Mr. Straker wasn’t a very good man at all. You thought Mr. Simpson came back at strangers stables at night. The dogs normally bark at strangers, but they didn’t bark that night because it was Mr. Straker. We all know about dishonest trainers. They can make a lot of money - they put big bets against their own horse, and then stop their horse winning. Straker took the horse down the hill that night. He found Mr. Simpson’s scarf on the way and took it - I don’t know why. Then he put his coat on the tree and started working. He wanted to heat the knife first because he wanted a small cut on the horse’s leg. I saw some small cut on your sheep, too, Mr. Ross. Perhaps he wanted to try on the sheep first. The horse got scared and he hit Mr. Straker on the head and killed him. The cut in Mr. Straker’s leg happened accidentally when the horse hit him. Then the horse disappeared into the night.”
“I understand it all now,’ said Mr. Ross, ‘and thank you very much. There’s just one thing. Where was the horse?”
“I can’t tell you that. I promised a friend. You have the answer to the mystery and you have your horse back. That’s enough for you.”
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      '100%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-in{0%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1)}' +
      '52%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1.04)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-pop{0%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}65%{transform:scale(1.12);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-unpop{0%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}}' +
      '.pt-fold{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-closing{animation:pt-out ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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