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Zeus was the most powerful Greek god. He ruled over all the other gods and humans from high up on Mount Olympus. Zeus controlled thunder and lightning and even the weather.
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Poseidon was god of the sea. He controlled the oceans with his trident and lived in a beautiful palace under the water. Sailors and fishermen prayed to Poseidon to keep them safe on voyages.
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Hades was the god of the underworld. This was a dark place underground where spirits went after death and it was not a happy place. Hades guarded the gates to the underworld with a three-headed dog called Cerberus.



		Hades



		
			[image: ]
		

	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
Athena was the goddess of wisdom, courage and justice. She helped heroes make wise choices in battle. The ancient Greeks believed Athena protected the city of Athens, which was named after her.



		Athena
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Aphrodite was the goddess of love and beauty. She could make people fall in love with each other. Aphrodite had magical powers over romance and desire. She was said to be stunningly beautiful.



		Aphrodite
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The heroes in Greek myths were mighty warriors who went on dangerous adventures. Heroes like Hercules and Perseus had to defeat monsters using their divine skills. Their stories were very exciting and taught the ancient Greeks about important values.
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Odysseus was the legendary Greek king of Ithaca. He was known for his intelligence. Odysseus came up with the idea for the Trojan Horse that allowed the Greeks to win the Trojan War. He met many monsters and angry gods on this journey home from the war.
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Theseus was a hero of Athens. He volunteered to slay the evil Minotaur, a monster with the head of a bull that lived in a complex maze called The Labyrinth. Theseus killed the monster and cleverly escaped from the maze. He returned to Athens a hero.



		Theseus
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Perseus was sent on a quest to kill Medusa. Medusa was an awful monster who had snakes for hair. Anyone who looked at Medusa was instantly turned into stone, but Perseus wisely used his shiny shield to avoid looking directly at her. He crept up on Medusa and cut off her head as she slept.



		Perseus
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Zeus gave Pandora a splendid box and warned her never to open it. But Pandora was ever so curious, and eventually, she could not resist the temptation. As she opened the box, many terrible things escaped: sickness, sadness, poverty, pain, greed, war and death. The ancient Greeks blamed Pandora for releasing evil into the world.



		Pandora’s Box
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Zeus: the most powerful Greek god who ruled over gods and humans from Mount Olympus and controlled weather
Poseidon: god of the sea who controlled the oceans with his trident and protected sailors and fishermen
Hades: god of the underworld, a dark place where spirits went after death, guarded by a three-headed dog
Athena: goddess of wisdom, courage, and justice, who protected the city of Athens and helped heroes in battle
Aphrodite: goddess of love and beauty, with powers over romance and desire, and known for her stunning beauty
Heroes: mighty warriors in Greek myths who went on dangerous adventures and defeated monsters, teaching important values
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