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Zeus was the king of the Greek gods, the ruler of Mount Olympus, and the god of the sky. He was the most powerful of all the gods. Zeus used thunderbolts as his weapon and controlled the weather. The ancient Greeks believed Zeus brought rain, storms and lighting from his home atop Mount Olympus.
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Poseidon was one of the most important Greek gods. As god of the sea, he had power over the oceans, waves and marine life. Poseidon protected sailors and fishermen. But he could also summon terrible sea storms when he was angry. Poseidon carried a powerful trident and travelled in a chariot pulled by seahorses. His underwater palace was made of coral and gems.



		Poseidon
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Hades was the god of the underworld, a vast place deep underground where the souls of the dead lived. Hades was a grim god, and his world was not a happy place. But the ancient Greeks believed all mortals went to the underworld when they died, so Hades was very important. He guarded the underworld entrance with a three-headed dog named Cerberus.
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Athena was the Greek goddess of wisdom, courage and justice. She was also skilled in the arts of war. Athena helped the Greek heroes make wise choices in battle. The goddess was known for her intelligence and reason. The ancient Greeks considered Athena their protector, especially in Athens, the city named for her.
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Aphrodite was the goddess of love, beauty and fertility. She had tremendous power over hearts and feelings. Aphrodite had the special ability to make people fall for one another, even if they were unlikely pairs. The ancient Greeks said Aphrodite’s stunning beauty inspired artists and poets. Roses and doves were her sacred symbols.



		Aphrodite
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The heroes in ancient Greek myths and legends were people of great strength, courage and wisdom. They went on perilous adventures and overcame hideous monsters. Heroes like Perseus, Theseus and Hercules completed impossible tasks thanks to their divine gifts. Their myths taught the ancient Greeks about virtues like bravery, honour and sacrifice.
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Odysseus was the mythical Greek king of Ithaca. He was known for his intelligence and cunning. During the Trojan War, Odysseus came up with the clever idea of the Trojan Horse, helping claim victory for the Greeks. After the war, Odysseus’ journey back to Ithaca took 10 perilous years, as he encountered monsters and angry gods. Odysseus relied on his sharp wits to overcome every obstacle and return home from his odyssey.
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Theseus was a hero of Athens. He volunteered to be sacrificed to the terrible Minotaur, a monster with the head of a bull. The Minotaur lived in the centre of the Labyrinth, an elaborate maze from which escape was impossible. But clever Theseus tied a ball of string to the door, allowing him to retrace his path. He killed the beast and returned to Athens a hero.
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Perseus was sent on a quest to kill Medusa. Medusa was a hideous monster with snakes for hair. Anyone who looked at her was immediately turned into stone. Perseus undertook the dangerous task of killing her. He was able to creep up on Medusa, using his reflective shield as a mirror to avoid looking directly at her. Perseus completed his heroic quest by cutting off her head as she slept.
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Zeus gave Pandora a magnificent box and warned her never to open it. But all she could think about was what might be in the box. Her curiosity eventually got the better of her, and she opened the forbidden box. To her horror, out flew all the evils in the world – sickness, sadness, poverty, pain, greed, war and death. She tried to shut the lid, but it was too late. The ancient Greeks blamed Pandora for unleashing hardship on mankind.



		Pandora’s Box



		
			[image: ]
		

	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
Zeus: king of the Greek gods, ruler of Mount Olympus, and god of the sky, known for using thunderbolts
Poseidon: powerful Greek god of the sea, controlling oceans and marine life and capable of summoning sea storms
Hades: grim god of the underworld, a vast place where the souls of the dead resided, guarded by Cerberus
Athena: goddess of wisdom, courage, justice and war, known for her intelligence and protection of
Athens Aphrodite: goddess of love, beauty and fertility, influencing hearts and feelings, with roses and doves as symbols
Heroes: figures of great strength and wisdom in myths, undertaking perilous adventures and embodying virtues like bravery
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