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		Ancient Beliefs



		
Before embracing Christianity, the Anglo-Saxons practised a pagan religion centuries ago. They worshipped many gods and nature spirits, and their lives were deeply interlinked with spirituality. There was great religious significance in the natural environment, especially in forests and water bodies. They believed that spirits lived in these natural elements, guiding and influencing their lives. This ancient belief system played a very important role in their understanding of the world and their place in it.
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		Pagan Gods



		
In the Anglo-Saxon pantheon, numerous gods held sway, with Woden and Thor being prominent figures. Woden, a symbol of wisdom and power, was deeply revered. Thor, characterised by his immense strength and bravery, wielded a mighty hammer. It was believed that these gods ruled over both the natural world and human affairs. Myths and legends about their mighty deeds and adventures were commonly shared among the people.
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		Sacred Rituals



		
Sacred rituals were integral to Anglo-Saxon paganism. Offerings, including food and precious items, were made to appease the gods. These ceremonies occurred regularly, with particular importance given to seasonal festivals. These events were grand celebrations, bringing communities together for feasting, storytelling and communal worship. Such rituals were vital for maintaining harmony with the divine.
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		Mythical Tales



		
The foundation of Anglo-Saxon culture was mythology. Stories about gods, heroes and mystical creatures were popular. These tales often explained how the world came into being while also teaching important morals. Heroes in these myths were people who represented bravery and strength, and they frequently went on remarkable adventures. These tales were passed down through generations, acting as a medium to share global understandings and cultural values.
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		Spiritual Symbols



		
Throughout their religious practices, the Anglo-Saxons used a variety of symbols and artefacts. A system of unique letters known as runes was believed to have magical abilities. There were also lots of amulets, which were worn for protection. These symbols were carefully carved into personal jewellery or finely engraved on stones. Their common usage demonstrates how spirituality was seamlessly incorporated into the daily lives of the Anglo-Saxons.
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		Christian Arrival



		
The arrival of Christianity marked a significant shift in Anglo-Saxon England. This new religion, with its belief in a single God, was quite different from their pagan beliefs. The response of the Anglo-Saxons was mixed; some were intrigued by the new faith, while others clung to their traditional beliefs. Gradually, Christianity began to gain followers, slowly transforming the religious landscape.
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		Religious Transition



		
In Anglo-Saxon society, the shift from paganism to Christianity was a gradual process. A growing number of people embraced the Christian faith, going to church and following its teachings. The ideas of Christianity gradually became more and more prevalent although memories of the ancient gods persisted. This period of religious coexistence marked a significant cultural transformation, requiring time for people to adjust and accept.
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		Christian Influence



		
The influence of Christianity on Anglo-Saxon society was profound. It reshaped laws, aligning them with Christian principles. Christian narratives and symbolism started to influence art and music. Literacy increased as the use of the Latin alphabet replaced runes. The conversion of kings and nobility to Christianity further accelerated its acceptance. This new faith deeply transformed the cultural and intellectual landscape of the Anglo-Saxons.
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		Monastic Life



		
The rise of monastic life played a pivotal role in Anglo-Saxon England. Monasteries, inhabited by monks devoted to study and prayer, became hubs of education and artistic expression. Here, monks carefully transcribed texts and produced exquisite artworks. They also imparted literacy and knowledge, greatly influencing the cultural and spiritual landscape. The monastic system played a significant role in embedding Christianity deeply into Anglo-Saxon society.
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		Beliefs United



		
In Anglo-Saxon England, the fusion of pagan and Christian traditions resulted in a unique cultural tapestry. Even when Christian tales and teachings gained popularity, ancient myths and legends continued to exist. Symbols from pagan mythology were frequently incorporated into Christian art and literature. This blending demonstrated the ability of various belief systems to coexist peacefully and contribute to the cultural heritage of a society. It shows how the Anglo-Saxons combined new Christian concepts with elements of their ancient history.
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		Glossary



		
Revered: felt deep respect or admiration for something or someone
Narrative: a spoken or written account of connected events; a story
Mythical: relating to myths, or traditional stories about gods or heroes
Artefact: an object made by a human being, usually one of cultural or historical interest
Transition: the process of changing from one state or condition to another
Beliefs: the mix of pagan and Christian traditions in later Anglo-Saxon culture
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  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
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    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
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  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
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  }
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  function wrap(box) {
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  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
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    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
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      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
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    }
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    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
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    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
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    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
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    function expand() {
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