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Long ago in Central America, there were people known as the Maya. They lived there many years ago, around 2000 BCE to 1500 CE. The Maya were very clever and built a great society. They made beautiful cities and knew a lot about stars and maths. We can still see their amazing buildings and art today.



		Maya Civilisation Intro
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The Maya were great at building cities like Tikal and Chichen Itza. They built tall pyramids, grand palaces and big plazas. The cities were planned carefully. Their building skills were amazing for their time. The cities were also centres for trade and ceremonies. The roads connecting the cities were well-made and busy.



		City Building Skills



		
			[image: ]
		

	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
The Maya had a deep interest in astronomy. They watched the stars and planets closely. They used this knowledge to make calendars and predict eclipses. This helped the Maya to plan important events. They knew when to plant crops and hold festivals. The Maya also believed the movements of the stars and planets affected their lives.



		Astronomy Experts
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Maya maths was special. They used dots and bars to represent numbers. They even knew about the number zero, which many people then didn’t understand. Their number system helped them in construction and astronomy. It was also used in their calendars. The Maya taught their children maths. This knowledge was important in their daily life.



		Mathematics Magic
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The Maya had their own way of writing. They used hieroglyphics, which are special symbols. Each hieroglyph stood for a word or a sound. They wrote about their history and important events using these symbols. They carved them on stones and wrote on paper made from tree bark. Their writing helps us understand their life and beliefs today.



		Writing Wonders
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The Maya made two main calendars. The Tzolk’in was their spiritual calendar, and the Haab’ was for tracking the sun. These calendars helped them know when to plant crops and hold festivals. The calendars showed their deep understanding of time. They even predicted solar and lunar cycles accurately.



		Calendar Creators



		
			[image: ]
		

	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
The Maya were clever farmers. They grew maize and beans. They used terrace farming on hills and irrigation to water their crops. This way, they had enough food for everyone. They also grew fruits like avocados and papayas. The Maya understood the importance of crop rotation. This helped keep the soil healthy for farming.



		Farming Innovations
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Maya art was beautiful. They made pottery, textiles and carved jade. Their art showed their skill and creativity. It told stories about their life and beliefs. They used bright colours in their art. The Maya also made masks and musical instruments. Their art was a big part of their festivals and ceremonies.



		Art and Craftsmanship
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The Maya believed in many gods. They had special rituals and played ball games as part of their religion. These games were very important to them. They also made offerings to their gods. The Maya thought these rituals kept the gods happy. They celebrated with dances and music. Their religion was a big part of their daily life.



		Religious Rituals
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Today, Maya people still live in Central America. They keep many of their old traditions. They continue to speak their languages and practise their culture. They celebrate traditional festivals and make beautiful crafts. The Maya also share their history with others. They are proud of their heritage and work to keep it alive.



		Maya Today
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Eclipse: when the moon passes in front of the sun, or the earth’s shadow covers the moon
Irrigation: a way of supplying water to crops
Plaza: an open space in a city where people can gather
Terrace farming: a method of farming on the side of hills in steps
Jade: a precious stone which is green in colour
Crop rotation: the practice of growing different types of crops in the same area



		Glossary
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