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The ancient Maya civilisation lived in Central America from around 2000 BCE to 1500 CE. This advanced society is famous for its impressive cities and vast knowledge. The Maya excelled in astronomy, maths and arts. They were also skilled farmers, growing crops like maize and beans. The Maya created a unique language using hieroglyphs. They had a rich culture, with vibrant ceremonies and festivals. Their legacy continues through the ruins of their magnificent cities and the artefacts they left behind.
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Maya cities, such as Tikal and Chichen Itza, were amazing constructions with towering pyramids, enormous palaces and vast plazas. These cities show the Maya’s advanced planning and construction skills. These urban centres were hubs of culture and trade, bustling with merchants and craftsmen. The Maya build observatories to study the stars, showing their deep interest in astronomy. Their cities also included impressive ball courts and were built with precision and beauty.



		City Building Skills
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The Maya were excellent astronomers. They studied the stars and planets very closely, using their observations to create detailed calendars, and predict solar and lunar eclipses. Their knowledge of astronomy was vital for agricultural planning, it told them when to plant certain crops. It was also important in planning significant events. The Maya believed that the movements of the stars and planets influenced their daily lives and their futures.



		Astronomy Experts
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The Maya had a unique number system, using dots and bars to represent numbers. Incredibly, they understood the number zero, which was a huge achievement as not many people knew about it then. This number system was vital in their building projects and prediction of astronomical events. The Maya also used maths in their complex trade system. This knowledge was an important part of their daily life and Maya children were taught all about maths.



		Mathematics Magic
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The Maya script was one of the most advanced in the ancient Americas. They used hieroglyphics, which are unique symbols that each represent a different word or sound. Their script was made up of hundreds of different hieroglyphs. The Maya recorded their history and significant events through this intricate writing system. They wrote on stone, pottery and bark paper. The Maya recorded stories, laws and even their knowledge of medicine. Understanding this writing provides a valuable insight into Maya culture.



		Writing Wonders
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The Maya created two main calendars. The Tzolk’in was their spiritual calendar, and the Haab’ was their solar calendar used for tracking the sun. These calendars were vital for agricultural planning, religious ceremonies and marking time. They also used their calendars for astrology and divination, which is discovering what will happen in the future. The accuracy of these calendars reflects the Maya’s advanced understanding of astronomy and timekeeping.



		Calendar Creators
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The Maya were clever and advanced in their farming practices. They grew crops like maize and beans, making use of terrace farming on hillsides and irrigation systems to water their crops. These methods ensured effective use of land and water, making sure that there was enough food for everyone. They also grew cacao, which is used to make chocolate. The Maya understood the importance of crop rotation, which was vital in keeping the soil healthy for the future.



		Farming Innovations
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The Maya were skilled artists and craftsmen. Their work included intricate pottery, detailed textiles and impressive jade carvings. Their art was not only beautiful but it was also a reflection of their culture, beliefs and everyday life. They used natural dyes from nature to create their brightly coloured creations. The Maya also excelled in making featherwork and murals. Their artistic legacy is a testament to their creativity and technical skill.



		Art and Craftsmanship
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The Maya had a rich religious life, believing in and worshipping multiple gods. They carried out various rituals and played special ball games, which held religious significance. These practices were central to Maya culture. They built grand temples to honour their gods. The Maya believed in an afterlife and held important rituals for the dead. Their religious practices were intertwined with astronomy and nature, highlighting the importance of these things in Maya life.



		Religious Rituals
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The Maya civilisation continues to this day in Central America. Modern Maya communities preserve their ancient traditions, languages and cultural practices, maintaining a strong connection to their rich heritage. They actively participate in cultural preservation and education. Many Maya people are involved in tourism, sharing their history and beliefs with visitors. Their continued presence is a testament to the resilience and community bonds of their culture.



		Maya Today
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Eclipse: an astronomical event where the sun is obscured by the moon, or the moon enters Earth’s shadow
Irrigation: the process of supplying water to crops through artificial means
Plaza: a public square or open area in a city
Terrace farming: the practice of creating stepped fields on slopes for agriculture
Crop rotation: the practice of growing different types of crops in the same area
Astronomy: the study of stars, planets and other objects in space



		Glossary
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