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		Tsar Nicholas II



		
In the early 20th century, Russia was governed by Tsar Nicholas II. He was the last emperor of Russia and held total power over the country. Many people in the country were unhappy with his rule because life was tough. This widespread unhappiness was one of the causes of the Russian Revolution, a significant event that changed Russia forever.
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		Before the Revolution



		
Before the revolution, life in Russia was very different for various social groups. Most people were peasants who had a hard time working on lands they didn’t own. City workers had to deal with long hours and poor working conditions. On the other hand, the nobles lived in wealth and luxury. This large divide between social groups led to increasing unhappiness.
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		The 1905 Uprising



		
The 1905 Uprising was a significant protest by the Russian people. During this uprising, a tragic event called Bloody Sunday occurred, where soldiers shot at protesters, injuring and killing many. This act of violence made the people even angrier and pushed them closer to revolution. The outrage over this event also helped to spread revolutionary ideas more widely.
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		World War I



		
Russia’s involvement in World War I made the nation’s problems worse. The war was going badly, and hardships increased. There was a lack of food, and many people were deeply unhappy with the Tsar’s decisions. The war increased revolutionary feelings among the citizens. The ongoing struggles made it clear that new leadership was crucial for the country’s survival.
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		The February Revolution



		
The February Revolution of 1917 was a critical moment. As a result of deep unhappiness, massive protests broke out. These protests led to the abdication of Tsar Nicholas II, which significantly changed Russia’s political situation. The success of the revolution highlighted the strength of people working together. This event also paved the way for even more changes.
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		Provisional Government



		
After the Tsar abdicated, the Provisional Government was established. Their goal was to make things better in Russia by creating new laws. However, they faced major challenges, such as continuing to fight in the war, which was unpopular with many people. Their failure to fix vital problems like peace and land distribution made it difficult for them to keep people happy.
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		The Bolsheviks



		
The Bolsheviks, led by Vladimir Lenin, were a political group that wanted to change Russia. Lenin fought to end Russia’s role in the war and to give land to the peasants. These ideas gained him a lot of support from the public, especially from those who were unhappy with the current conditions.
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		The October Revolution



		
The October Revolution happened in 1917. It was started by the Bolsheviks, who were unhappy with the Provisional Government. They organised a coup and took over key locations in the capital city, Petrograd, with help from soldiers and workers. This event marked the beginning of a new era aimed at changing society based on their own beliefs and values.
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		Civil War



		
The Russian Civil War started after the Bolsheviks gained power. Not everyone agreed with them, and this led to the war between the Bolsheviks, who were known as the Red Army, and their enemies, who were called the White Army. The war was harsh and went on for several years. In the end, the Bolsheviks won and strengthened their control over Russia.
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		A New Union



		
In 1922, after winning the Civil War, the Bolsheviks founded a new country called the Soviet Union. This new country aimed to change society and push for equality, making life better for many. The creation of the Soviet Union was viewed as a promising new beginning. This was a significant step in putting communist ideas into practice.
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		Glossary



		
Tsar: the title used by the rulers of the Russian empire who had a lot of power
Abdicate: when a king or queen formally gives up their throne
Protestors: people who come together to say they don’t agree with something and want it to change
Coup: when people suddenly try to take control of a government, normally without following the usual rules
Civil war: a war within a country where groups of people from the same place fight each other
Land distribution: the way land is divided and given out to different people or groups to use
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