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Louis peered intently at his tiny fish in its bowl. The fish seemed to be resting motionless on the colourful blue and pink pebbles at the very bottom of the bowl.
“I think it’s dead!” Eight-year-old Marie exclaimed, tapping on the glass with her fingernail. The fish didn’t so much as twitch a fin in response.
“Hey, cut that out!” Louis pushed Marie’s hand away, his voice filled with concern. “You might hurt him if you keep doing that!”
“Kids, what’s all that about?” Dr. Anna Dumont asked as she entered her son’s bedroom.



		She was a single mother who worked as a veterinarian at the local zoo, and she was already feeling very tired from her long day at work.
“Mum, come here quickly,” ten-year-old Louis Dumont called out, his voice filled with worry. “You’re a vet, so you’ll know exactly what to do now.”
“His fish is totally dead!” Marie declared confidently.
Mum leaned in close to examine the fishbowl. “Marie, I’m pretty sure Louis’s fish is just fine. Louis has been taking excellent care of it, after all.”
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Louis pushed a hand back through his hair, his mind racing. He wondered if he would have to buy a new pet to replace the fish. The more he thought about it, the more he realized that might not be such a bad thing, since the fish wasn’t very exciting—it barely even swam around! He found himself wishing for an animal that he could actually play with.
Mum gently tapped on the fishbowl, her eyes focused on the small creature inside. “Hmm, I think your fish is just taking a little nap, Louis.”
“Sleeping?” Marie exclaimed, her eyes wide with disbelief. “That fish is so lazy, it’s unbelievable!”
“Oh, so he’s not dead after all? Well, that’s a relief!” Louis said, though he still couldn’t shake the idea of getting a new pet. A dog would be amazing—like the adorable puppy his friend Mathieu had. That dog could do all sorts of cool tricks and always greeted Mathieu with big, sloppy licks on the face. On second thought, Louis decided, maybe a dog that didn’t lick quite so much would be even better. But first things first, he would have to figure out a way to convince Mum …
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Later that evening, Mum sat down with Louis and Marie at the kitchen table for dinner. Louis hurriedly shovelled the last bite of beef bourguignon into his mouth, eager to bring up the topic of getting a new pet with Mum. “So, Mum, I’ve been thinking …” he began, his words muffled by the food still in his mouth.
“Eew, Louis! That’s so gross!” cried Marie, wrinkling her nose in disgust. “You should always eat with your mouth closed!”
“Sorry about that,” Louis said, quickly swallowing his food. He took a deep breath and continued, “I was thinking that maybe it would be a good idea if we, um—got another pet!”
Marie’s face lit up at the suggestion. “Yeah, Mum! That’s a great idea! I really want a cute little hamster!”
Mum shook her head firmly, her expression serious. “I’m afraid we can’t get any new pets right now,” she said.
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The excited grins on Marie’s and Louis’s faces vanished as quickly as cake disappears at a birthday party.
Feeling disappointed, Louis wracked his brain, trying to come up with a convincing argument that would convince Mum to get a new pet right away. “You know, Mum,” he said, “Pets like dogs and cats are really great for helping kids learn important life skills like responsibility.”
Mum let out a small sigh, her eyes meeting Louis’s. “You can learn responsibility just as well by remembering to feed your fish regularly,” she pointed out gently.
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Louis frowned, realizing his first attempt hadn’t worked. Looks like I need to come up with an even better reason, he thought to himself, determined not to give up.
“Oh, kids,” Mum said, rolling her eyes affectionately. “What am I going to do with you two?”
Marie saw an opportunity and seized it immediately. “Take us on vacation!” she suggested enthusiastically. “How about this summer? Please? I’ve been working really hard and getting really good grades!”
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“Actually,” Mum replied, her tone becoming more serious, “I wouldn’t mind getting a new pet, or even going on a vacation. But there’s a very important reason why we can’t do those things right now.”
Marie speared the last bit of beef on her plate with her fork, her curiosity piqued. “What is it, Mum? Did something bad happen? Did you lose your job at the zoo?”
“No, no, nothing like that,” Mum reassured them quickly. “But it does have to do with my job. I’ve been offered an incredible opportunity to work in another country. Which means … we have to move.”
“Move to another country?” Louis asked, his voice filled with confusion and a hint of worry. “But why would we need to leave France? This is our home!”
Mum got up from the table, wiping her mouth on a napkin. “Let me get us some ice cream first,” she said. “I think we could all use a little treat for this conversation.”
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Marie and Louis exchanged confused looks, unsure of what to say. Louis’s mind began to race, thinking of all the horrible things that might happen if they moved. He would have to leave his school and all his friends behind, make new friends in a strange place, pack up all of his belongings … and what if he accidentally left something important behind?
A few minutes later, Mum returned with three bowls of cookie dough ice cream—their favourite flavour! She pushed some loose strands of hair behind her ear and took a deep breath.
“Alright, kids. Let me explain everything,” Mum began, her voice gentle but excited. “My boss has offered me an incredible opportunity to study exotic animals, like lemurs, in another country.”
“Mhmm,” Marie mumbled through a mouthful of ice cream, her eyes wide with interest.
Mum continued, “You both know how passionate I am about animals, especially exotic ones. This is a good chance for me, and it could be an amazing adventure for all of us.”
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“Exotic ones? What exactly does that mean?” asked Marie, her brow furrowed in confusion.
“Well, remember the animals I showed you the last time you visited me at work in the zoo?” Mum explained patiently. “Exotic animals are the ones that are found only in a few specific places around the world. Like those brightly colored poisonous frogs, or the big flightless birds called emus, or the toucans with their enormous, colourful beaks.”
“But … where exactly are we moving to?” Louis asked curiously.
“We’re moving to Madagascar,” Mum replied, her eyes sparkling with excitement.
“Maga - what now?” said Marie, her face scrunching up in confusion.
“It’s pronounced MAD - A - GAS - CAR!” Louis exclaimed, suddenly remembering something. “I know where that is! We learned about it in geography class.” He jumped up from his chair and ran to get his tablet, eager to show his sister.
“I’ve never heard of it before,” Marie said, crossing her arms and looking skeptical.
“It’s a large island located off the eastern coast of Africa,” Mum explained. “It’s a beautiful and unique place!”
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		Louis returned moments later with his tablet, quickly pulling up a world map on the internet. “Here it is!” he said, pointing to the large island of Madagascar off the African coast.
“That’s exactly right, Louis,” Mum said with a proud smile. “Now, I know this move isn’t going to be the easiest thing in the world for you kids to do, but I promise that there will be plenty of exciting adventures waiting for us in Madagascar.”
Marie just stared at Mum, her eyes wide with a mix of emotions. “But what about all my friends here, Mum?” she asked, her voice quivering slightly. Marie had many, many friends at school and in the neighbourhood. The thought of leaving them all behind was absolutely HORRIBLE! It would be like going without ice cream for a whole month! No—even worse! It would be like going without ice cream FOREVER AND EVER!
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Mum reached out and gently patted Marie’s back. “Honey, I know it’s hard to leave your friends, but you’ll have the chance to make wonderful new friends in Madagascar. Some people there even speak French, just like us, so it might be easier than you think.”
Marie’s frown slowly turned into a small smile as she considered this. Leaving her old friends would definitely be tough, but she did enjoy meeting new people and exploring new places. And, if old friends were like her favourite ice cream, maybe new friends would be like trying a delicious new flavour of cake—different, but just as sweet and enjoyable!
Louis, however, was still definitely not happy about the situation. “I can’t just go and make new friends so easily, Mum,” he protested. “It’s not that simple for me!”



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		Mum quickly tried to think of something, some way to help her son see the positive side of this big change. She knew Louis could be shy sometimes, and she wanted to make sure he felt comfortable with the move.
“Louis,” she began, her voice gentle, “When I tell you more about Madagascar, you might start to feel differently about moving there. You love animals just as much as I do—maybe even more! In Madagascar, you’ll have the opportunity to see and learn about wild animals that you’ve never even heard of before. It’s like having a huge, natural zoo right outside your door!”
Louis’s frown began to soften into a slight smile as he considered this. Mum, seeing his interest grow, continued, “And, we’re going to have a nice big backyard at our new home. Who knows? Maybe we can even get that dog you’ve always wanted.”
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Louis’s slight smile blossomed into a big, genuine grin—the kind of smile people have when they receive an unexpected but wonderful birthday present. His eyes lit up with excitement as he asked, “What kind of animals live in Madagascar? Are they really that different from the ones we have here?”
“Well,” Mum began, her voice filled with enthusiasm, “about 90 percent of the plants and animals found in Madagascar are not found anywhere else on Earth! It’s one of the most unique places in the world when it comes to wildlife.”
“Huh?” said Marie, her forehead wrinkling in confusion. She wasn’t quite old enough to fully grasp the numbers yet.
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		“Let me explain it,” Mum said. “Basically, it means that there are TONS of animals on the island of Madagascar that you can’t find anywhere else in the entire world. It’s like they have their very own special creatures that don’t exist anywhere else!”
“Wow, that’s so cool!” exclaimed Louis, his eyes wide with wonder. “Will we really get to see these unique animals up close?”
“Oh, I’m absolutely certain you will,” Mum assured him with a smile. “In fact, part of my job will be to study some very special animals like lemurs, red owls and the radiated tortoise. These are all endangered species, which means that there aren’t very many of them left in the world.”
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“What happened to all the rest of them?” asked Marie, her voice filled with concern as she scraped her spoon along the bottom of her ice cream bowl.
“Well, unfortunately, many of them have died over the years,” Mum answered. “It’s happened for various reasons. Sometimes people have cut down the forests where these animals live, destroying their homes. Other times, the animals can’t find enough food to survive. It’s a very sad situation, which is why the work we’ll be doing there is so important.”
Mum leaned forward, looking each of her children in the eye. “That’s why my work in Madagascar is going to be so crucial. You guys can be good sports about moving, right? If we go to Madagascar, I can study these amazing animals and maybe even help save them from disappearing forever!”
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“That would be really great, Mum,” said Marie, taking a big yawn. The excitement of the evening, combined with a full belly of beef bourguignon and ice cream, was making her sleepy.
“I see that it’s definitely time for bed,” Mum said with a gentle chuckle. She helped her kids get ready for bed and read them a fascinating story about the playful lemurs that live in Madagascar. As she read, Marie and Louis’s eyes grew heavy, and they soon fell fast asleep, dreaming about the exciting adventures that awaited them in their new island home.
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