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It was an extraordinary day at the lemur sanctuary in Madagascar. Eight-year-old Marie had endured a terrible stomach ache during the bumpy Jeep ride, but her discomfort vanished instantly when she laid eyes on what she exclaimed was “the cutest animal EVER!” Dr. Dumont and her two children had recently relocated from France to this tropical island. Today, Dr. Dumont’s close friend, Aunt Susie, was giving them a grand tour of the impressive lemur sanctuary. In just a few days, Dr. Dumont would begin her new role there as both a veterinarian and a scientist, studying these fascinating creatures.
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This particular day, however, was not a work day for Dr. Dumont. She had managed to get special permission for Marie and her ten-year-old brother Louis to explore the sanctuary. As they strolled through the outdoor area, they witnessed lemurs frolicking around. An adventurous ring-tailed lemur even leaped down right in front of them! Later on, Mum escorted Marie and Louis into another building, where they observed busy scientists and caretakers in lab coats and uniforms. They met Dr. Raphali, a kind veterinarian who was cradling something truly remarkable in his arms—a tiny, newborn lemur!
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Louis, always curious, asked, “Was this baby born here in the sanctuary?”
“That’s an excellent question, Louis,” Dr. Raphali replied with a smile. “While many baby lemurs are indeed born here, this little one was not. He came into the world out in the wild. Unfortunately, we don’t know anything about his mother because he was all alone when we found him. Even worse, he was injured.”
Marie’s eyes grew wide with concern. “What happened to him?” she enquired softly.
Dr. Raphali explained gently, “The poor little fellow had a broken leg. We think he might have fallen from a tree. He was incredibly small and hadn’t eaten in a very long time. In fact, when we found him, he was so weak that he was close to dying.”
“Oh no, that’s terrible!” Louis exclaimed, his voice filled with worry. “But where’s his mother? Why wasn’t she there to feed him and take care of him?”
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Dr. Raphali’s expression turned sombre as he answered, “That’s the problem, Louis. We believe his mother is no longer around. It’s likely that she was either killed by hunters or captured by people who wanted to sell her as an exotic pet.”
“Oh, that’s just awful!” Marie gasped, her eyes welling up with tears. At that moment, Mum entered the room, carefully carrying a larger lemur that had only one eye. Marie and Louis couldn’t help but stare in amazement at the unusual sight.
“This special lemur is named Cyclops,” Mum explained, her voice full of affection. “He was rescued and brought here too!”
Dr. Raphali’s face brightened as he added, “Ah, I see you’ve met one of our dearest friends here at the sanctuary. Cyclops has been with us for almost four years now. When he arrived, he had been caught in a snare.”
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Louis, still learning about the world around him, asked curiously, “What’s a snare?”
Dr. Raphali’s expression grew serious once more. “I’m afraid it’s a very cruel thing, Louis. A snare is a type of trap that hunters use to catch animals. Even though it’s been against the law to hunt lemurs in Madagascar since 1964, some people in the northern villages still hunt them for food.”
“Ewww, gross!” Marie exclaimed, scrunching up her nose in disgust. “I could never imagine eating a lemur. They’re so cute and special!”
Dr. Raphali nodded approvingly. “I’m very glad to hear that, Marie. Who knows? Maybe someday you’ll grow up to help protect and care for lemurs, just like your mother is going to do here at the sanctuary.”
Marie’s face lit up at the thought. “Really? That would be amazing! Um … would it be okay if I touched Cyclops?”
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		Both Marie and Louis were thrilled when they got the chance to touch Cyclops. Although they weren’t allowed to hold the fragile baby lemur, Dr. Raphali did permit them to gently stroke its soft fur. Soon after, Aunt Susie returned to guide them to another section of the lemur sanctuary.
Marie, completely captivated by the baby lemur, pleaded, “Can’t I stay here with the baby lemur just a little longer?”
“I’m sorry, but that’s not possible,” Dr. Raphali replied kindly. “However … wait just a moment—I’ll be right back,” he added with a mysterious wink. He disappeared with the baby lemur, leaving the children wondering what surprise he might have in store for them.
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		After a few minutes, the doctor returned with his hands hidden behind his back. He extended his arms towards Louis and Marie, his fists tightly closed. “Alright, each of you choose one hand!” he said with a playful grin. Marie excitedly pointed to his right hand, while Louis chose the left. With a flourish, Dr. Raphali opened his fists to reveal two adorable plush lemur toys!
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		“Wow!” the children exclaimed together, their faces beaming with joy.
“Thank you so much!” Marie squealed, hugging her new stuffed lemur tightly. “Oh, I love him already! I think I’m going to name him … Lizard.”
Louis couldn’t help but make a confused face. “Lizard? Why would you want to call a lemur ‘Lizard’?”
Marie giggled and said, “Because he’ll always be with me, and he’ll help me never be afraid of lizards again!”
Louis rolled his eyes good-naturedly at his sister’s logic. “Well, I’m going to name mine Raphali, after Dr. Raphali.” The kind doctor chuckled at this.
“Thank you, young man. Who knows? Maybe you’ll grow up to be a veterinarian like me someday.”
Louis nodded enthusiastically. “I might! I love animals so much, you know.”
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		Dr. Raphali smiled warmly at Louis. “Oh, I certainly do know that. Your mother has told me quite a lot about your love for animals.”
Louis looked surprised. “You know my mum? How?”
The doctor chuckled. “Oh, everyone here at the reserve knows your mother! She’s quite famous around here because of her incredible talent.”
Aunt Susie chimed in, “And she’s a renowned expert on endangered species, especially lemurs!”
Dr. Dumont blushed at the praise. “Oh, you’re all too kind! Come on now, let’s keep moving. There’s still so much more to see!” With that, Aunt Susie led Marie, Louis, and Dr. Dumont to a smaller building nearby. Inside, they met Dr. Claudia, an expert on a unique type of lemur called an aye-aye. Marie felt unsure if she wanted to see an aye-aye up close. They had glimpsed one from afar when they first arrived at the sanctuary, and it had looked rather frightening!
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“This is Ferdinand,” Dr. Claudia introduced them to a strange-looking creature. “He’s fast asleep now because aye-ayes are nocturnal—they prefer to be awake at night.” The aye-aye was truly a peculiar sight! Its fur was a wild, tangled mess. This creature had an extraordinarily long, thin finger in the middle of each hand. Dr. Claudia explained that this special finger was perfect for tapping on trees to locate tasty grubs hidden inside. Ferdinand briefly opened his eyes, revealing beady orange eyes that seemed to ask, “Who are you?”
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Marie studied Ferdinand closely, comparing him to the stuffed lemur in her hand. “He doesn’t look anything like a lemur …” she remarked.
Dr. Claudia nodded understandingly. “You’re right, he doesn’t look like the lemurs you’ve seen so far. But there are many different types of lemurs, each with their own unique features. Would you like to meet another kind?”
“Oh, yes, please!” Louis exclaimed eagerly, and Marie nodded in agreement. Aunt Susie guided them down the hallway to another room, where they encountered a lemur called an indri. This lemur was the largest they had seen yet! Standing over two feet tall, it boasted fluffy black and white fur. As a special treat, Aunt Susie allowed Louis and Marie to offer the indri some fresh fruit, which it accepted with gentle grace.
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After exploring a few more areas of the sanctuary, including the medical facility where sick animals were treated, it was time for their visit to come to an end. Dr. Dumont, Aunt Susie, Marie, and Louis made their way back through the sanctuary and out to the parking area. They climbed into the Jeep once more, ready to embark on the long, bumpy journey back home.
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The excitement of the day had worn out Marie and Louis, who quickly fell asleep in the back of the Jeep. About half an hour into the trip, Marie stirred from her nap. She reached into her pocket, eager to feel the soft fur of her new lemur toy. To her horror, her pocket was empty! “Louis,” she said, her voice trembling, “have you seen my lemur?”
Louis, now fully awake, pulled his own stuffed lemur from his pocket. “No, I’ve only got mine here.” A wave of dread washed over Marie as the realisation hit her—she had lost her precious new lemur! How could such a wonderful day end in such heartbreak?
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“Mum!” Marie cried out, her voice filled with desperation. “We have to go back! I think I left my lemur at the sanctuary!”
Dr. Dumont turned to face her daughter, her expression sympathetic but firm. “I’m so sorry, sweetheart, but we can’t turn back now. There’s a special welcome party for us tonight at Aunt Susie’s house. Don’t worry, though. I promise I’ll look for your lemur when I go to work in a few days.”
Marie’s eyes filled with tears as her imagination ran wild. “But what if the aye-aye finds my baby lemur and decides to keep it? Or what if the cleaning staff comes by and throws it in the trash?” She imagined all sorts of terrible fates that could befall her beloved new toy.
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Just as Marie was about to burst into tears, she felt something soft brush against her hand. Her heart leaped. “My lemur?” she gasped.
“Well, actually, it’s my lemur,” Louis said with a gentle smile. “But you can hold onto him until we find yours.”
Marie was shocked and grateful by her brother’s kindness. “Thank you so much, Louis,” she said, wiping away the tears that had been about to fall. As she hugged the borrowed lemur close, Marie realised that, while baby lemurs were undoubtedly wonderful, having a caring big brother was even better!
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