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“Oops!” Little drops of crepe batter splattered all over the kitchen counter, and all over Marie Dumont’s favourite shirt, too.
“Don’t worry, honey,” Aunt Susie said, giving Marie a playful wink. “That batter will come right out in the wash, I promise.”
It was a beautiful Saturday morning, and Marie, her mum, her Aunt Susie, and her cousin Gemma were all gathered together in the kitchen of the Dumont’s new home in Madagascar. They were happily making a big batch of traditional French crepes for breakfast.
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“I’ll be right back,” Marie said with a little sigh, looking down at her splattered shirt. She made her way up the stairs two at a time, heading toward her bedroom to change.
When she reached the top of the stairs, Marie noticed that the door to her brother Louis’s bedroom was wide open.
“Louis!” she called out to him. “Breakfast is almost ready! Are you going to come down and join us?”
“Mmfdfhhhf,” said Louis, his voice sounding all muffled and hard to understand.
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“What did you say? I couldn’t hear you,” said Marie as she walked through Louis’s door and into his room. She spotted Louis crouching down on all fours in his closet, rummaging around. His shoes and jeans were completely covered in dust and dirt!
“Louis, what in the world are you doing in there?” Marie asked him, very curious about her brother’s strange behaviour.
“I’m trying to find something important, Marie,” he answered, still crouched in the closet. “Come over here for a second, I want to show you.”
Louis reached into his pocket, took out an old, folded piece of paper, and carefully opened it up. There was some kind of strange writing scribbled all over it.
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“Whoa, what is that thing?” Marie asked, her curiosity growing by the second as she stared at the mysterious paper.
“Well, I found this note a few days ago,” Louis began to explain. “And I want to bring it downstairs and ask Aunt Susie if she knows how to read it. But I just realised that there’s a piece missing from it. Look closely, the corner has been torn right off.”
Marie and Louis spent the next few minutes searching all around the closet, trying their best to find the missing corner of the note. But their mum suddenly called to them from downstairs, interrupting their hunt.
“Come on, Louis, let’s go,” said Marie, pulling her brother up. “I don’t want those yummy crepes to get cold!”
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Marie quickly ran to her room, changed into a clean shirt, and the two kids hurried back downstairs together. As they ate their delicious breakfast, Louis kept thinking to himself, “It’s now or never.” He finally worked up the courage, shyly took the mysterious note out of his pocket, and spoke up.
“Aunt Susie …” he began, sounding a bit nervous. “I, uh … found this strange note the other day, and I was wondering if maybe you could read it and tell me what it says?”
Aunt Susie took the old note from Louis, held it up close, and peered down at it, pursing her lips as she examined the writing. “This note is written in Malagasy,” she said after a moment. “Louis, where exactly did you find this?”
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Louis proceeded to explain to everyone how he had discovered the note in the secret, tunnel-like space way in the back of his bedroom closet. “Okay, but what does the note actually say?” he said, starting to get a little impatient.
“Well, it appears to be some sort of riddle … and there’s an address written here too,” Aunt Susie replied, still studying the paper closely. “It says: Under the beautiful shadows, beyond the reach of the roots, I leave the key. You’ll find it at 84 …”
She suddenly stopped reading out loud.
“You’ll find it at 84 what? What does it say next?” asked Louis eagerly.
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“I’m afraid that’s all it says,” Aunt Susie said with a little shrug. “It seems you’re missing a piece that finishes that last part.”
“Hmm, and what do you think it means by ‘beautiful shadows’ in the riddle?” asked Louis, trying to make sense of the clue.
“Oh, I know!” said Marie. “The branches of a tree make shadows on the ground when the sun shines through them. Could that be the beautiful shadows it’s talking about?”
“Yeah, and it also says ‘beyond the reach of the roots’ in the riddle,” Gemma chimed in. “And you know, trees have roots that grow down in the ground.”
“So, putting those clues together, I think someone may have left some kind of key under a tree somewhere,” said Aunt
Susie thoughtfully.
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“But the real head-scratcher is … who would leave such a mysterious note like that hidden away in our house?” Mrs. Dumont wondered out loud, looking rather perplexed.
Everyone sitting around the breakfast table had plenty of questions about the note and the strange riddle, but no one seemed to have any answers. As they all continued to discuss the puzzling mystery, Louis quickly finished up his crepe, hopped up from the table, and declared, “Well, all I know is that we’ve got to find the rest of that torn note if we want to get to the bottom of this!”
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“Ooh, maybe the note is leading us to a secret key that unlocks a hidden treasure!” Gemma said with a big, excited grin.
“Oh, I really hope so!” laughed Marie. “And if we do end up finding some treasure, I’m going to use my share to buy my very own lemur sanctuary.”
“Well, if you want to find a treasure, then you two better come with me right now and help search for that missing piece of the note!” said Louis. And with that, the three curious kids raced up the stairs and headed straight for Louis’s bedroom.
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An hour later, after searching high and low, Marie, Louis and Gemma still had nothing to show for their efforts except for their dust-covered clothes. Despite their valiant attempt, they simply could not find the missing corner piece anywhere in Louis’s room.
“Louis,” said Marie, using her most serious and grown-up voice. “Where exactly did you first find this mysterious note? Was it hidden inside something else when you found it? Like, maybe an envelope or a folder or something?”
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All of a sudden, a bright light bulb turned on inside Louis’s head.
“Oh,” he groaned, gently smacking his forehead. “Yeah, that’s right, the note was inside an envelope when I found it. I bet that missing piece is still in there!”
Marie and Gemma looked at each other, simultaneously rolled their eyes, and then burst out laughing. Louis reached into one of the pockets of his suitcase and pulled out a tiny envelope. And sure enough, when he opened it up and peeked inside, there was the missing corner piece, just waiting to be found!



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
“Aha! Now we’re one step closer to solving this mystery,” Louis said excitedly, holding up the missing piece triumphantly. The three adventurous kids rushed downstairs to Aunt Susie, eager to discover what new adventures and secrets the mysterious note might bring.
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