

		
			[image: ]
		

		
The sun was hiding. The wind blew in the trees. Marie and Louis walked in the big forest with their mum, Aunt Susie, and Dr. Raphali. Dr. Raphali works with lemurs.
“Wow, these trees are big!” said Marie. She looked up at the branches.
“Yes, because they are old,” said Dr. Raphali.
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Louis looked up as they walked. The sky was gray.
“I think it will rain!” Louis said.
“Maybe you’re right,” said Aunt Susie. “But I think we can finish our walk before it rains.”
Mum laughed. “Do you think we’ll see lemurs?”
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Then they heard a loud sound. It surprised them! They looked up at the trees.
“Don’t worry. That’s an Indri singing,” said Dr. Raphali. More Indri started singing too.
“Singing?” asked Marie. “It sounds funny!”
Dr. Raphali laughed. “It does! But they sing to tell other Indri where they are.”
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Louis saw a lemur jump to another tree. “Look! A lemur!”
Then more lemurs peeked out.
“Wow!” said Aunt Susie.
Marie looked up to see them. But then a big raindrop fell right into her eye!
“Mum!” she yelled. “It’s raining!”
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As Marie said this, lots of raindrops started falling. It felt like someone was pouring buckets of water on them.
“Find cover!” yelled Mum. She took them to a big tree. “We’ll wait here until the rain slows.”
“How long will that take?” asked Louis.
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“Not long,” said Dr. Raphali. “I have a story to tell you while we wait.”
“What’s it about?” asked Marie.
“It’s called the Legend of Babakoto,” he smiled. “Everyone in Madagascar knows it.”
“Tell us!” said Louis.
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“Long ago, a boy named Koto walked in the forest, like us. He saw a beehive in a tree. He used vines to climb up and get honey. But as Koto ate the honey, it started to rain! ‘I must get down,’ he said. As he started to climb down, he saw someone cut the vines! ‘Stop!’ he yelled. But it was too late.”
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“Koto could not climb down without the vines. The rain got very bad. Koto cried and cried. Then he fell asleep. In the morning, a loud sound woke him up, like the lemur sounds.”
“Were there lemurs?” asked Marie.
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“Yes,” said Dr. Raphali. “A big Indri lemur came to Koto. He put him on his back! The lemur took him back to his village. The people were so surprised! They called the lemur ‘Babakoto.’ That means ‘Koto’s father,’ because he took care of Koto like a father. Now people in Madagascar call Indri ‘Babakoto.’”
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“I wish a Babakoto would save me from the rain!” said Marie.
Dr. Raphali laughed. “It stopped raining, Marie.”
He was right! The rain stopped. They all laughed.
Then they kept walking in the forest.
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