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The sun was just starting to peek out from behind the clouds on a chilly morning. A cool breeze rustled through the leaves as Marie and Louis Dumont walked through the rainforest with their mother, who had decided to take them on an adventure. Aunt Susie and Dr. Raphali, who worked at the nearby Lemur Sanctuary, had come along to join them on their exciting trek.
“These trees are absolutely enormous!” exclaimed Marie as she looked up in wonder at the twisting, curling branches that seemed to go on forever above her head.
“That’s because they are very, very old,” Dr. Raphali explained with a smile.
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As they continued walking, Louis happened to notice something odd beyond the tops of the trees.
“Um, hey everyone?” he said, sounding a little worried. “The sky is looking pretty gray. I think it might start raining soon!”
“You could be right about that, Louis,” Aunt Susie agreed, glancing up at the sky. “But I bet we can finish our hike and hurry back home before it starts raining—if it even rains at all.”
“Speaking of things that are long, like our hike,” laughed Mom, “do you think we’ll spot any lemurs out here?”
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Right at that moment, a loud, high-pitched squeal made them all jump in surprise. Everyone quickly looked up into the trees, trying to figure out what could be making such a strange noise.
“Oh, don’t be scared. That’s just an Indri singing,” Dr. Raphali reassured them. Soon, the calls of other Indri lemurs started to join in, filling the forest with their unique sounds.
“Singing?” asked Marie, sounding confused. “That sounds more like someone is slowly letting all the air out of a balloon!”
Dr. Raphali couldn’t help but laugh. “Hmm, I guess it does kind of sound like that. But they sing to each other as a way of letting other Indri lemurs know where they are.”
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All of a sudden, Louis saw a lemur jump from one tree branch to another. “Look over there! I just saw a lemur!”
Then, a few more curious lemurs began to poke their fuzzy heads out from behind the trees, trying to get a better look at the visitors.
“How wonderful!” cried Aunt Susie, delighted by the sight.
Marie tilted her head back, trying to get a glimpse of the adorable lemurs up in the trees. But just then—PLOP! A big, fat raindrop fell right into her eye, startling her!
“Mum!” she yelled, rubbing her eye. “It’s starting to rain!”
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The moment Marie said those words, that single raindrop turned into thousands of drops pouring down on them, as if giant buckets of water were being dumped from the sky.
“Hurry, let’s take cover!” yelled Mum, guiding them towards the biggest tree she could find nearby. “We’ll have to wait here under the tree until the rain slows down a little bit.”
“Awww, how long is that going to take?” complained Louis, not wanting to stand still.
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“Don’t worry, I’m sure it won’t be too long,” said Dr. Raphali, trying to reassure him. “And while we’re waiting, I know the perfect story to tell you. It’ll help pass the time.”
“Ooh, what’s the story about?” asked Marie, her curiosity piqued.
“It’s called the Legend of Babakoto,” the scientist said with a warm smile. “It’s a story that everyone here in Madagascar knows and loves.”
“Well then, let’s hear it!” said Louis eagerly.
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“A long, long time ago, a young boy named Koto was walking through the rainforest, just like we are doing today. Deep in the heart of the forest, he spotted a beehive way up high in a tree. He grabbed some long vines that were growing up the side of the tree and used them to climb up so he could get some sweet, delicious honey. But just as he was enjoying a taste of the yummy honey, it suddenly began to rain! ‘I need to climb down right now,’ he said to himself. But as he started to make his way down, he saw a stranger walking by down below, cutting the vines off the tree! ‘Stop! Please stop!’ Koto cried out. But it was already too late.”
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“With the vines gone, Koto could no longer climb down the slippery, wet tree trunk. The rain got heavier and heavier, until it turned into a loud, rumbling thunderstorm. Feeling scared and alone, Koto began to cry, and after crying for hours and hours, he eventually fell asleep, exhausted. When morning came, a loud sound suddenly woke him up, similar to the sounds you hear the lemurs making today.”
“Were there lemurs surrounding him?” asked Marie, totally caught up in the story.
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“Yes, there were!” said Dr. Raphali with a nod. “A big, friendly Indri lemur came right up to where Koto was sitting. He gently picked the boy up and put him on his back! The kind lemur carried Koto all the way back to his village, where he lived. The villagers were so amazed and surprised by what they saw! They decided to call the lemur ‘Babakoto,’ which means ‘Koto’s father,’ because the animal had taken care of and protected Koto as if he were his own child. Ever since then, the people of Madagascar often affectionately call the Indri lemurs ‘Babakoto.’”



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
“I wish a Babakoto would appear and rescue me from all this rain right now!” said Marie wistfully.
Dr. Raphali couldn’t help but laugh. “Look around, Marie. It’s not even raining anymore.”
Sure enough, while they had been listening intently to the story, the rain had stopped without them even noticing! They all started laughing at the realization. “I was so caught up in the story, I didn’t even realize it,” said Marie, feeling a little silly.
With the rain gone and their spirits high from the exciting story, Aunt Susie, Dr. Raphali, and the Dumont family continued on their adventure, hiking deeper into the beautiful forest.
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