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As they rode in the Jeep, Louis gazed out the window at the breathtaking blue sea stretching out before them.
“Look at that! It’s the ocean!” he exclaimed in wonder.
His sister Marie quickly turned her head to see. “Isn’t it great that we live on an island now?” she said. “That means we can go to the beach any time we feel like it!”
This was a big day for the Dumont family. Even though they had lived in France before moving here, they had never actually been to a beach. Not even once!
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Auntie Susie, their mother’s friend, who was giving them a ride, pulled the Jeep into a parking spot. “Alright kids, we’re here, let’s go check it out!”
Bursting with excitement, Marie, Louis, and Auntie Susie’s daughter Gemma practically tumbled out of the vehicle, eager to get to the beach.
“Don’t forget to put on your sunscreen, kids!” Mum called out as they dashed off toward the inviting sand.
“Wow, feel how amazing this sand is,” Louis said as he kicked off his sandals to go barefoot.
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The Dumont family enjoyed some time just relaxing and soaking up the sun on the beach. After a while, Auntie Susie came up with the idea of going for a boat ride. They all climbed aboard a small boat and headed out to sea with their guide, Jesse, at the helm.
All of a sudden, Marie spotted a huge, dark shape gliding through the water near their boat, almost like a sea monster rising up from the depths.
“Oh my gosh, SHARK!” Marie shrieked, grabbing onto Gemma’s arm in fright.
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“Ouch, that hurts!” Gemma yelped. “And that’s no shark, silly!”
Their guide Jesse smiled reassuringly. “Your friend is absolutely right,” he said. “Here in the waters around Nosy Sakatia, we have a lot of giant sea turtles. But don’t worry, they’re gentle creatures who would never try to attack a human.”
Right at that moment, not just one but TWO enormous turtles gracefully swam right past their little boat! One of the turtles even poked its head above the surface and seemed to look right at them.
“Louis, I think he likes you,” Marie giggled.
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“You know,” their guide Jesse told them, “swimming alongside these majestic turtles is a popular activity for many visitors to the island. Sometimes you can even spot dolphins out here too. But sadly, a lot of these incredible sea animals are endangered these days.”
“It’s heartbreaking how many amazing animals here in Madagascar are endangered now,” Mum replied.
Marie looked at her mum, curious. “What exactly does endangered mean?” she asked.
“It means there are only a small number of them still surviving,” Mum explained.
Marie’s heart sank as she took this in. “I really wish there was a way I could help protect them,” she said thoughtfully.
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“Hey, remember that helping endangered animals is the whole reason we moved to Madagascar in the first place,” Louis chimed in. “Mum’s working to save the lemurs at that special sanctuary.”
As their boat ride continued, the kids noticed all sorts of fascinating creatures among the trees along the shore—large white birds, vibrant green lizards and even a small black lemur flitting through the branches.
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When their boat started heading back in the direction of the beach, something over on the eastern end of the shore suddenly caught Marie’s attention. She saw a crowd of people clustered together there, and they all appeared to be looking intently at something on the sand.
Her curiosity getting the better of her, Marie turned to their guide. “Jesse, would you mind taking us over that way to see what’s going on?” she asked.
With a nod, Jesse steered the boat to the east. The second they reached the shallows, Marie hopped out, determined to find out what had everyone so captivated.



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
To Marie’s shock, she discovered a baby dolphin lying helplessly on the beach. The poor thing looked ill and weak. But rather than trying to help the animal get back to the safety of the water, the crowd of tourists had surrounded it and were snapping photos with their phones.
“Stop it, leave him alone!” Marie cried out. “Can’t you see you’re scaring him? Someone needs to get him back in the ocean right now!”
But to her dismay, no one in the group paid any attention to her desperate pleas. With a sinking feeling, Marie suddenly realised they probably couldn’t understand her French.
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Thinking fast, Marie raced back to where their boat was now pulling up to shore. Jesse was in the process of helping Auntie Susie step out onto the beach.
“Jesse, please, you have to help,” Marie said urgently. “Tell those people to stop what they’re doing and put that stranded baby dolphin back in the water before it’s too late!”
Springing into action immediately, Jesse rushed over there right away. “Everyone needs to stop taking pictures and back away right now,” he said firmly. “This is a terrified, sick young dolphin. We have to get him into the ocean immediately, or he might not make it!”
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Thanks to Jesse and a few others, they managed to quickly but carefully lift the weakened dolphin and carry him back out to the waves. As soon as the dolphin felt the water again, he seemed to come to life, zipping off into the blue.
“I hope you realise that you’re a hero for speaking up,” Jesse said, turning to Marie. “When dolphins get stuck on the beach, they can’t get back in the water in time. It often ends in tragedy.”
“Oh, Marie, I am so incredibly proud of you,” Mum said, wrapping her in a big hug.
Marie glowed with happiness. “Maybe someday I can help out with your work at the lemur sanctuary too,” she said. “Or I could even start our own club with Louis and Gemma, and we’ll save any dolphins that end up stranded on the shore!”
Mum smiled knowingly. “I have no doubt that you will,” she said.
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