

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
“Oh, no!” said Marie. The bridge moved, and she held on tight.
“Hurry, Marie!” said Louis. He was behind her.
Marie did not look down. She was a brave girl, but this bridge was a little too scary!
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“You can do it!” said the guide.
“I’m here,” said Mum. “Take one step at a time.”
They were in a nature park called Ankarana Reserve in Madagascar. It was a hard hike.
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Marie got to the other side of the bridge. She stepped on bumpy rocks. The guide called them “tsingy.”
“I did it!” she said.
“Are you okay?” asked Mum.
“It’s hot,” said Louis. He drank some water. “Where do we go now?”
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“Into the forest and a cave,” said the guide.
“Will it be dark inside the cave?” asked Marie.
“Don’t be scared,” said Louis.
“It’s okay. I have lights,” said the guide.
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They walked through the forest. They heard a loud noise in the trees.
“Is it a lemur?” asked Louis.
“Yes!” said Mum.
“Lots of animals live here,” said the guide. “Look, a chameleon!”
The kids saw a small chameleon on a branch.
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“It changes colour,” the guide said. “See, it’s green now!” The lizard hid in the leaves.
Soon, they got to the cave.
“I don’t want to go in,” said Marie.
“Come on,” said Louis, giving her a light. “Don’t go so slow.”
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Marie frowned but took the light. They went into the cave. The lights made it less scary.
“Follow me,” said the guide. They went around a corner. It was a very big space.
Something moved above them. Louis shined his light up at the cave roof.
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		Two eyes looked at him. Two wings opened. Before Louis could run, it flew right at him!
“Aaaaah!” he yelled and ran away.
Marie ran to him, laughing. “It’s only a bat, Louis!” she said.
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		“Bats won’t hurt you,” said the guide.
Louis looked up slowly. There were lots of bats!
Marie held her brother’s hand. “It’s okay to be scared,” she said.
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Louis felt bad about what he said to his sister earlier. “Sorry, I was mean to you,” he told her.
“It’s okay,” Marie said. “We can help each other.”
And that’s what they did. Holding hands, the Dumonts walked into the next part of the cave, ready to explore more.
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