

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
“Whoa!” cried Marie as the bridge swayed sharply to the right. She quickly grabbed onto the hand rope to keep herself from losing her balance and falling.
“Come on, Marie, you need to hurry up!” Louis called out to his sister. He was getting impatient as he waited just behind her for his turn to cross the scary bridge.
Marie tried her best not to look down at the tops of the tall trees far below the bridge. Even though she was usually a very brave girl who wasn’t afraid of much, this particular bridge was a bit too frightening, even for her!
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“Keep going, you’re almost there! You can do it!” shouted the guide encouragingly from the other side of the bridge, where he was waiting.
“Don’t worry, honey, I’m right here behind you,” said Mum in a comforting voice. “Just take it one step at a time, and you’ll be across before you know it.”
The Dumont family was hiking in Ankarana Reserve, a beautiful nature park located in the north of Madagascar. However, this hike through the park was turning out to be more challenging than any of the other ones that the Dumont children had ever gone on before.
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Marie carefully stepped over the last wooden slat of the bridge and onto the jagged rocks on the other side. She remembered that the guide had called these sharp rocks “tsingy.”
“Phew!” she said, breathing a big sigh of relief to finally be back on solid ground again.
“How are you kids holding up back there?” Mum called out as she stepped off the bridge just behind them, checking to make sure they were doing alright.
“I’m so sweaty,” Louis gasped, feeling hot and tired from the humid jungle air. He pulled his water bottle out of his backpack and gratefully took a long sip to quench his thirst. “What’s next on this crazy adventure?” he asked.



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
“Now, we’ll hike through more of the forest and then go explore inside a cave,” explained the guide, describing the next stage of their journey.
Marie’s eyes went wide with nervousness at the mention of a cave. “Will it be really dark in there?” she asked hesitantly.
“Oh, don’t be such a scaredy-cat, Marie,” said Louis, teasing his sister for being afraid of the dark.
“No need to worry,” the guide reassured her. “I’ve got plenty of flashlights right here for everyone,” he said, patting his bag.
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The Dumonts walked carefully over the tsingy rocks and back into the shade of the dense forest. Suddenly, a familiar, high-pitched shriek echoed through the trees around them.
“Was that a lemur making that crazy sound?” Louis asked curiously.
“It sure was!” Mum confirmed, recognizing the distinctive call.
“There are many different types of lemurs that live in this nature reserve,” the guide told them. “And there are lots of other interesting creatures too, like this sneaky chameleon over here.”
The kids hurried over to the tree that the guide was pointing at. Sure enough, they spotted a beady-eyed tan-coloured chameleon sitting very still on a branch.



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
“This clever lizard can change his colour to hide from any enemies that might want to eat him,” the guide explained. “Look, he’s turning green right now!” he said. As the little chameleon slowly moved into the leaves, his skin changed colour, and he blended in perfectly with the green foliage, disappearing from view.
After walking for a few more minutes through the forest, the Dumonts finally reached the mouth of the cave they would be exploring.
“Oh, boy … I really don’t know if I can go in there,” said Marie, staring nervously into the dark entrance of the cave.
“Come on, Marie,” said Louis, getting frustrated again and handing her a flashlight. “Quit slowing us all down over nothing.”



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
Marie scowled angrily at her brother and grabbed the flashlight from him. Taking a deep breath, she stepped into the cave with the others. To Marie’s surprise, the bright beams from the flashlights lit up the inside of the cave, making it much less scary than she had imagined.
“Let’s go this way,” called the guide, leading them around a corner and into a large open space within the cave.
All of a sudden, something moved in the darkness above their heads. Louis quickly aimed his flashlight up towards the roof of the cave to see what it was.
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		Two tiny, glowing eyes stared down at Louis from above. As he watched, two small wings opened up on either side of the eyes. And before Louis even had time to think about running away, the mysterious creature swooped right down towards him!
“Aaaaah!” Louis cried out in terror, turning and sprinting away in the opposite direction to escape the attacking creature.
Marie ran after her brother, laughing when she realized what he was running from. “Louis, calm down! It’s just a little bat, not a monster!” she called.
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		“Don’t worry, the bats living in this cave won’t hurt you,” the guide said reassuringly.
Louis slowly lowered his hands from his face and cautiously looked back up at the roof of the cave. He now saw that there wasn’t just one bat flying around up there, but dozens of them!
Marie walked over and took her frightened brother’s hand to comfort him. “See, we all get scared sometimes,” she said gently. “It’s okay.”
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Now Louis felt guilty for how mean he had been earlier to his sister. “I’m really sorry I called you a scaredy-cat before, Marie,” he apologized sincerely.
“Don’t worry about it,” Marie said, smiling at him to show she forgave him. “We’re brother and sister, so we have to stick together and help each other out, right?”
Louis smiled back and nodded. And that’s exactly what they did. Hand in hand, the brave Dumont siblings confidently walked into the next tunnel of the cave together, ready to face whatever exciting adventures lay ahead of them.
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