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“Let’s race to the top!” I yelled to my friend Derek. I put my foot on the first branch and started climbing. Derek ran to the tree and started climbing too. Soon, I was at the top, but Derek was still on the second branch, breathing hard.
“You need to teach me better,” said Derek. He tried to grab a thin branch, and it broke.
“I’ve been trying,” I said, laughing. “But I’ve only known you for a week, and we’ve only practised three times.”
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Last week, my family moved to the United States from Mexico. We live in Houston now, and today I went to my new school.
“I wish you were at my school, Derek,” I said. I climbed down to help Derek. We sat on a big branch in the middle of the tree.
“Don’t you have any friends at school?” Derek asked.
“No,” I said. “Today was bad! I couldn’t understand the teacher because she talked too fast. Mum had to come get me.”
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		“Maybe tomorrow will be better,” Derek said.
I didn’t think so. “Let’s go to my house and see if Mum will give us a snack.”
The next morning, Mum took me to school. I wanted to stay all day because Miss Safiya will help me with English after class.
I tried to understand the lessons, but Ms Amstar talked fast. I was happy when the lunch bell rang. All the kids walked out of class together. They got their lunch bags and went to the cafeteria. I followed them alone.
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I thought, “Another bad day. All these kids know each other. Who will I talk to?”
I went into the cafeteria and looked around. There were boys talking about games, and girls with nice clothes and painted nails.
I don’t like games or nail polish, so I kept looking. I saw a small table where some boys were playing chess quietly.
I thought, “If I sit there, I won’t have to talk.”
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		I passed a table with kids wearing black clothes and weird hair.
Then I heard a loud noise. A girl had dropped her lunch tray. Food was all over the floor.
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“Yuck, grapes are the worst,” I said to myself. I remembered when my sister Ana spilled grapes in our kitchen. I stepped on some by accident. It felt gross!
Some kids laughed at the girl. A lunch lady told the janitor to clean up. Another lady gave the girl new food. The girl looked like she might cry. I watched to see where she would sit. I hoped she might not have friends to sit with.
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		But the girl went to sit with the popular girls. They all laughed about her dropping her tray. The girl tried to laugh too, but I could see she was upset.
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The next table had boys with fancy hair and clothes. One boy had his arm around a girl. Yuck!
I walked past them. Someone yelled, “It’s that girl who talks weird!” Then someone stuck out their leg. I tripped and fell! My lunch bag slid across the floor. My knees hurt and started bleeding a little.
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		I started to cry. Some kids laughed. I got up and grabbed my lunch bag.
I walked to the doors, hoping no teachers would stop me.
“Wait!” someone yelled.
I didn’t turn around. I decided this was the worst school ever. I wanted to go back to Mexico.
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Just before I got to the doors, someone touched my shoulder. I was ready to hit them if it was the boy who tripped me.
But it wasn’t. It was the girl who dropped her lunch tray earlier.
“Hey,” she said. “Sorry, you got tripped. I told Ms Amstar who did it.”
“Thanks, but this is still the worst school ever. I’m leaving,” I said.
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“Lizzy, don’t go. It’s only your second day. There are nice kids here too. Come sit with us,” she said.
I frowned. “Did a teacher send you? How do you know my name?”
The girl smiled. “No one sent me. I’m in Ms Amstar’s class too. I heard her say your name.” She paused. “But you don’t know my name, do you?”
I smiled a little. “No, I don’t. What is it?”
“I’m Andrea,” she said. “Come on, sit with us.”
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		I followed Andrea to her table. I hoped I wasn’t making a mistake. I had seen movies where popular girls were mean to other kids. I decided to be careful. Maybe I’d watch them when they didn’t know I was there.
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While I was thinking about this, Andrea was trying to introduce me to her friends.
“Lizzy?” she said, waving her hand. “Lizzy? Are you there?”
“Sorry,” I said. “I must be dizzy from falling.”
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		Andrea introduced her friends: Penny, Jen, and Sophie. They all looked very pretty.
Just as they started to ask me questions, Ms Amstar came over. “Lizzy, are you okay? I need to take you to the nurse to check your knees.”
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		I got up and followed Ms Amstar out of the cafeteria. I waved to the girls and hoped things would be better now. Maybe we’d be friends, and this school wouldn’t be so bad after all.
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  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
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      '100%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-pop{0%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}65%{transform:scale(1.12);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}}' +
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      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
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      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
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      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
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      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
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      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
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