

		
			[image: ]
		

		
“To make the ‘th’ sound in English, put your tongue between your teeth,” said Ms Safiya.
I tried it. May tried too. Ms Safiya smiled. “Great job!” she said.
Ms Safiya helps May and me with English. She’s been helping us for three weeks. Now I can understand my teacher, Ms Amstar, better. I can do my homework faster, too. May is from China. She’s shy, but her English is getting better.
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Later, May came to my house. We went next door to see Derek and play in the tree in his backyard.
“You’re from China, May?” Derek asked. May nodded.
“That’s so far!” said Derek. “Someone told me that if you dig a deep hole, you can get to China. Is it true?”
May shook her head.
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“That’s silly,” I laughed. “You can’t dig to China. Only little kids believe that.”
He jumped down from the tree. “Hey, I have an idea,” he said. “We should make a club.”
“A club?” I asked.
“Yeah, a friends club. We’re from different countries. It’s cool!” “Let’s call ourselves The Three Musketeers!” Derek said.
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“Everyone uses that name,” I said. “It’s from a famous book.”
“Book?” asked Derek. “I thought it was a chocolate bar.”
I pretended to hit my head on the tree. May looked confused.
“May, there’s a chocolate bar called ‘3 Musketeers’ here,” I explained.
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		“It’s yummy,” said Derek, showing his braces with food in them.
“Ew, Derek! Gross!” I said.
“You need a toothbrush,” May said. We all had a good laugh.
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The next day at school, May and I thought of names for our club.
“How about Tree Climbers?” May asked.
“Or Crazy Climbers,” I said.
Then I remembered something. “Oh no! I forgot to give you something. I’ll be right back.”



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
I went inside to get something from my backpack. I grab a 3 Musketeers chocolate bar.
When I went back outside, I heard loud noises. It sounded like kids yelling. Something was happening by the swings.
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May was there! I ran
to the swings.
Andrea was yelling
at May!
“I can sit here!” yelled Andrea. “The swings aren’t yours!”
May was crying. Ms Amstar tried to stop
the fight.
“Girls, don’t fight,” she said. “What happened?”
“She wants all the swings just for herself!” Andrea shouted.
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Kids gathered around to watch.
“I think she was saving me a seat,” I said quietly. Andrea didn’t hear me.
“You don’t own the swings!” Andrea yelled at May again.
I tried to talk to Ms Amstar. “She was just saving my seat,” I said.
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I went to May. “Let’s go somewhere else,” I whisper.
May got up, still crying. We started to leave.
“Wait,” said Ms Amstar. We stopped.
“All three of you go to the office,” she said.
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In the office, we sat in front of Principal Jackson, a big, tall man with a funny tie. May looked really scared.
Andrea lied and said May was mean. May tried to explain, but her English isn’t good when she’s nervous.
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I explained to the principal.
“May is learning English,” I said. “She was saving a swing for me. Andrea got mad and yelled.”
“Swings can’t be saved,” said Principal Jackson. “They’re for everyone.”
“May didn’t know that,” I said. “She tried to tell Andrea I was coming back.”
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		“I see,” said Principal Jackson. “You two should say sorry and be nice.”
“I’m sorry, Andrea,” said May. She looks down.
Andrea said nothing. She looked very angry.
“Andrea …” called Principal Jackson.
“Fine. I’m sorry, May,” Andrea said.
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Andrea didn’t sound sorry, though. But Principal Jackson let her go.
After walking out of the office, I hugged May. “Don’t worry,” I said. “You were brave.”
I suddenly had a great idea. “Let’s call our club the BBC — Brave Buddies Club!”
“Why brave?” asked May.
“You were brave today. I was brave when I fell in the cafeteria. Derek is brave enough to keep climbing trees.”
“I like it,” May said, giving a big smile.
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“Oh! I almost forgot again!” I gave May the chocolate bar. “Sorry, it’s squished.”
May ate it. “Mmm,” she said.
“It’s good, right?” I said as we walked. “But friends are even better.”
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