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The elephant gently lowered its trunk, softly patting my head with surprising gentleness.
“Come with me, little one,” it said in a deep, rumbling voice, carefully lifting me up onto its broad back. We slowly ambled through the quiet museum halls, our footsteps echoing, until we reached a large, brightly lit room filled with chattering monkeys of all sizes and colours.
“It’s party time, my friends!” the elephant trumpeted cheerfully, spraying hundreds of sweets out of its trunk and into the room. The monkeys whooped and hollered with excitement, scrambling to catch the sweet treats.
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“What about me?” I asked hopefully, looking hungrily at the rain of sweets and feeling my tummy rumble.
“Here, take this one,” said the elephant kindly, handing me a slightly squished sweet with its trunk. The wrapper crinkled as I began to unwrap it, my mouth watering at the thought of the chocolatey goodness inside. But just as I was about to take a big bite, I suddenly woke up with a start.
“Awww … that was just a dream?” I said out loud, feeling disappointed as I realized I was back in my boring bedroom instead of the magical museum.



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
“Lizzy …” Mum called from downstairs, her voice drifting up the stairs. “Are you up yet? Breakfast is almost ready!”
“Yes, I’m coming,” I groaned, reluctantly sitting up and wiping some crusty eye-boogies out of my eyes. Then I remembered with a jolt of excitement — today is FIELD TRIP DAY! Ms Amstar, our enthusiastic teacher, was going to take our whole class out to the Baker Museum of Natural History. I’d been looking forward to this day for weeks!
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“Mum,” I began excitedly, while shovelling spoonfuls of crunchy cereal into my mouth at the kitchen table. “I had the weirdest, most amazing dream ever last night!”
“Oh yeah? What was it about?” Mum asked, looking up from her coffee with interest.
I told Mum all about my weird talking elephant dream, describing every detail I could remember. The elephant’s wrinkly skin, the monkeys’ silly antics, and even the smell of the candy bars. I was really proud of the fact that I could remember all the details of the dream so clearly. It felt like I had actually been there!
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Mum rolled her eyes wistfully. “You probably dreamed that because of all those movies you’ve been watching about things coming alive in museums,” she said with a chuckle.
The truth is, I had never actually been to a real museum before. Mum was right — I had watched all the ‘Night at the Museum’ movies over and over during the past week because I wanted to know what going to a museum would be like. The movies were so exciting, with all the exhibits coming to life at night! But obviously, I’m old enough to know that things don’t just magically come alive at museums in real life. Still, a small part of me couldn’t help wondering …



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
Arriving at school, I quickly sat down next to May, one of my very best friends in the whole world, and waited impatiently for the bell to ring. The classroom was buzzing with excitement about the field trip.
“You’re here super early today,” said May, looking surprised to see me already in my seat.
“Gotta get here early for the field trip,” I replied with a big grin. “I don’t want them to accidentally leave me behind or something. That would be awful!”
“I heard that kids who don’t come on time have to sit in the principal’s office all day long,” May whispered conspiratorially, her eyes wide. “Can you imagine how boring that would be?”
I shuddered at the thought. There was no way I was going to risk missing this trip!
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		Just then, Ms Amstar walked briskly through the door, her colourful scarf fluttering behind her. “Line up, kids!” she bellowed cheerfully. “It’s time for our big adventure!”
For the first time in the history of our class, the kids lined up as fast as chocolate pudding gets snatched up in the lunch line. Everyone was eager to get going and start our museum exploration. Ms Amstar looked pleasantly surprised at our sudden ability to follow instructions so quickly.
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Minutes later, we were all loaded onto a big yellow school bus and on our way to the Baker Museum. The bus ride seemed to take forever. We passed the time by playing ‘I Spy’ and sharing our theories about what we might see at the museum.
Finally, after what felt like hours, we arrived at our destination. After Ms Amstar paid for our tickets, she assigned us to different groups, each with an adult chaperone to keep an eye on us and make sure we didn’t get lost among the exhibits. I felt a wave of relief wash over me when I got put in the same group as May. At least I’d have my best friend by my side as we explored the wonders of the past.
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But then, my happiness quickly turned to shock and dismay when Ms Amstar announced that Andrea would be in our group, too. I wanted to cry out in protest, but I knew that would only get me in trouble. Andrea was the meanest girl in our whole school! She had picked a nasty fight with May just a few months ago and then tried to lie about it to the principal. I still didn’t know whether I could ever be friends with someone who would do something like that.
As Andrea joined our group, I couldn’t help but wonder how I was supposed to enjoy the museum with her around. Would she try to ruin the trip for us? I took a deep breath and reminded myself to keep an open mind. Maybe, just maybe, Andrea would surprise us all and be nice for once.
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In any case, I figured I would just have to do my very best to get along with Andrea for the sake of the field trip. May and I reluctantly joined Andrea and three other students from our class — Billy, Cameron, and Jacob — along with Cameron’s mum, who was our group’s chaperone.
We all walked into the first room of the museum together, our eyes wide as we took in the sights around us. I couldn’t help but laugh out loud when I saw an absolutely humongous elephant statue smack in the middle of the room. It was even bigger than I had imagined!
“Prehistoric Wooly Mammoth,” I read out loud from a nearby sign, fascinated by the creature’s shaggy fur and enormous curved tusks. I tried to imagine what it would be like to see one of these massive beasts walking around in real life. It must have been an incredible sight!
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“We can all read, Lizzy,” said Jacob, smirking rudely. “Well, maybe everyone except May.”
Cameron gasped in shock at Jacob’s mean comment, and May looked down at the floor, her cheeks turning red with embarrassment. I could feel the blood rushing to my face with anger — I wanted to stick a sock in that kid’s mouth to shut him up! I looked over at Cameron’s mum for help, hoping she’d say something to Jacob. But she was looking intensely at some ancient pottery displays and wasn’t paying any attention to us kids.
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“Cut it out, Jacob,” I whispered fiercely, trying to keep my voice down so we wouldn’t get in trouble. Jacob just rolled his eyes and turned away.
We continued through the museum, and room after room was filled with amazing things from long, long ago. Since I love to read books about all sorts of topics, I already knew a lot about history, and I thought everything was super interesting. There were old tools, beautiful artwork, and even dinosaur bones! But Jacob seemed bored out of his mind, and he made fun of almost everything he saw. I couldn’t understand why he didn’t think this stuff was cool.
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As we entered a room about Native American history, Jacob nudged Cameron and said, “Check out that injun,” pointing at a display.
“That’s not an ‘injun’,” Cameron replied, frowning at Jacob’s rude language. “They’re called Native Americans. That’s the right way to say it. My mum taught me that it’s important to use respectful terms when talking about different cultures.”
“Americans?” growled Jacob under his breath, looking annoyed. He glanced over his shoulder to see whether Cameron’s mum was paying attention to our conversation. When he saw she wasn’t, he continued, “I’m an American. That statue looks like Lizzy. She’s not American.”
Jacob didn’t seem to realize that I could hear every single word he was saying. His comments hurt my feelings, but I was determined not to let him ruin my day at the museum. I tried to focus on the interesting exhibits instead of his mean words.
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After a while, we all went to the museum cafeteria for lunch. As we sat down with our food, May leaned close to me and said, “You really need to tell Ms Amstar about Jacob. He’s being so mean to everyone! It’s not fair that he’s ruining the trip for us.”
“Oh, I will,” I said softly, not wanting Jacob to overhear us. “But I’m also going to talk to him myself first. After all, I’m part of the BBC.” May nodded, understanding what I meant. The BBC stood for “Brave Buddies Club” and was the special name that May and I, plus Derek, my neighbour, had chosen for ourselves. We had promised to stand up to bullies and do the right thing, even when it was scary or difficult.
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“I’ll come with you,” someone suddenly said. I looked up, surprised, to see who was talking. It was Andrea! I couldn’t believe my ears.
“You heard what Jacob said?” I asked, wondering how much she knew.
“Yeah,” said Andrea, nodding seriously. “All of it. And it wasn’t okay.”
I was completely shocked that Andrea would ever be on our side. I never expected her to stand up for us. People can surprise you sometimes, I guess.
“Okay,” I said, after thinking it over for a moment. Andrea nodded in agreement, and we got up from our table. As we walked over to where Jacob was sitting, I felt a mix of nervousness and determination. We plopped ourselves down across from him, and I took a deep breath before speaking.
“Jacob,” I began, trying to keep my voice steady, “we need to talk about the things you’ve been saying. It’s not right to make fun of people or use hurtful words about different cultures. You’re ruining the trip for everyone.”
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		“I don’t care what you think,” Jacob replied stubbornly, crossing his arms. “I can say whatever I want. It’s a free country.”
I wanted to yell at him and tell him how wrong he was, but Andrea surprisingly helped me keep my cool. She put a hand on my arm and said calmly, “Let’s just go tell Ms Amstar. She’ll know what to do.” I took a deep breath and nodded. And so we did, walking across the cafeteria to where our teacher was sitting.
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		In the end, Jacob got punished for what he did. He had to spend some time with the principal, learning about people from other cultures and why it’s important to be respectful. As we were leaving the museum, I thought to myself, Maybe he’s never been friends with anyone who is different from him. That might be why he acts this way.
As for me, I made a decision right then and there. I decided I would try to be friends with anyone, no matter how different they were from me. It would make life so much more interesting to know all sorts of people! And who knows? Maybe … I would even end up being friends with Andrea after all. Today, I learned that people can change and that it’s important to give others a chance.
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