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Derek plucked a leaf from the tree we were sitting in, twirling it between his fingers. “I’m not sure if that’s a good idea,” he said, his forehead creased with worry. “You guys told me that Andrea did some mean things before.”
My friend May and I were trying to convince Derek to let Andrea join the BBC (Brave Buddies Club). Derek had never met Andrea, but we had told him about the time she and May had a big fight over who got to use the swing at recess. It wasn’t Andrea’s finest moment, but we believed she deserved a second chance.
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May tucked her hair behind her ears and said in her quiet voice, “But she was really brave last week, Derek. You should have seen her.”
It was true. Andrea had helped us tell Ms Amstar, our teacher, about the mean things our classmate Jacob said during our field trip to the science museum. To me, that showed she had changed and deserved to be in the BBC.
“Come on, Derek,” I said, my voice getting a little whiny. “Besides, we really need more help selling cookies at the yard sale. It’s going to be a big event!”
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Derek shrugged his shoulders and sighed. “If you say so,” he said, finally giving in. I couldn’t help but do a little fist pump before I jumped down from the tree, excited that we had convinced him.
“Let’s go pick out some recipes!” I called out as I ran towards my house, with May and Derek following close behind.



		When we got inside, we found Mum in the middle of a huge mess. There were cardboard boxes scattered all over the living room floor, and piles of toys and clothes covered every inch of the carpet. It looked like a tornado had swept through the house!
“Sorry about all this mess, kids,” Mum said with an apologetic smile. “I’m trying to get everything ready for the yard sale. It’s a bigger job than I thought!”
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		May, Derek, and I made our way to the kitchen, carefully stepping around the boxes and piles. Derek pulled out his tablet and started looking up cookie recipes on the internet, while I decided to flip through an old cookbook that had belonged to my grandmother.
As I was scanning the pages, an idea popped into my head. “Hey, I wonder if people would like to buy gorditas,” I said, looking up at my friends.
Derek looked confused. “What are gorditas?” he asked, never having heard of them before.
I smiled, always happy to share a bit of my family’s culture. “Oh, they’re kind of like thick tortillas,” I explained. “They are usually stuffed with meat or cheese, but my grandma has a special recipe. She makes them with sugar and jam. They’re so yummy!”
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Derek’s eyes lit up at the mention of sugar. “Anything with sugar in it sounds great to me!” he said, licking his lips in anticipation.
After some discussion, we decided to make the gorditas, along with two other kinds of cookies. We wanted to have a good variety of treats to sell. Then we called Andrea to see if she wanted to make something too.
To our surprise, Andrea offered to make no-bake cookies. At first, I thought that sounded kind of gross — how could cookies be good if they weren’t baked? But Derek assured me that they were actually really tasty. I decided to trust him and give them a chance.
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Two days later, May, Andrea, Derek, and I set up our bake sale stand right next to my parents’ yard sale. We arranged all our treats on the table, making sure everything looked nice and delicious.
Pretty soon, we had our first customers, and before we knew it, we had earned about 30 dollars! We were all so excited to see our hard work paying off.
“What are we going to do with all this money?” May whispered, her eyes wide with excitement.
I grinned, already having some ideas. “We could get something really cool for the BBC,” I replied. “Like, maybe we could get t-shirts with our club name on them. That would be awesome!”
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Just then, Mum came hurrying over to our stand. She looked a bit tired, with her hair messy and her cheeks flushed. “Lizzy, can you come and help for a bit?” she asked. “It’s really busy over here, and I need to take a quick break to feed your sister.”
“Sure, Mum,” I said, always happy to help out. I turned to my friends and added, “I’ll be back in a little while. You guys keep it going!”
Mum sent me over to help a lady who was looking through a box of my old toys. As I walked over, I saw Mum scoop up my three-year-old sister and head into the kitchen for her snack.
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The lady smiled at me as I approached. She pointed to a scruffy-looking stuffed bear in the box and asked, “How much for this bear?”
I looked at the old bear, remembering how much I used to love playing with it. “Oh, that one’s 50 cents,” I said, hoping it would find a good new home.
As the woman lifted the bear out of the box, something small fell off it and clattered to the bottom. Curious, I peered into the box and saw something shiny hidden under the other toys — it was a tiny oval-shaped object. Without really thinking about it, I quickly grabbed the shiny thing and slipped it into my pocket.
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The woman handed me two quarters for the bear and then wandered over to check out our bake sale. I helped a few more customers, but I couldn’t stop thinking about the mysterious object in my pocket.
When Mum finally came back, I couldn’t wait to show her what I had found. “Mum, look at this!” I said excitedly, pulling the small oval out of my pocket. Now that I could see it better, I realised it looked like some sort of pendant or charm, but it was missing its chain. It was made of gold and had pretty flowers engraved all over it.
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Mum’s eyes went wide as soon as she saw what I was holding.
“Oh my goodness!” she exclaimed. “That’s your grandmother’s locket! We’ve been looking for it for almost 20 years! Where did you find it?”
I quickly explained how I had discovered the locket at the bottom of the toy box when the lady bought the old stuffed bear. Mum looked amazed as she listened to my story.
“Wow, Lizzy, you really saved the day!” she said, giving me a big hug. “Can you believe it? We almost accidentally sold Grandma’s special locket for just 50 cents!”
Curious, I asked, “Is the locket worth a lot of money, Mum?”
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		Mum’s face softened as she looked at the locket. “This locket has been in our family for a very long time, Lizzy,” she explained. “It was given to my mother by her mother, and it first belonged to your great-great-great grandmother. I guess it’s worth something because it’s made of gold, but what makes it really special to us is that it’s been passed down through our family for generations.”
She handed the locket back to me. “Why don’t you open it?” she suggested with a smile.
Carefully, I pried open the tiny clasp. I thought there might be a picture inside, but instead, I found a small piece of old, yellowed lace.
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“What’s this?” I asked, gently pulling out the delicate scrap of fabric.
Mum’s eyes sparkled as she answered, “That’s a piece of your great-great-great grandmother’s wedding dress. It’s been kept safe in this locket for over a hundred years.”
She gave me another big hug. “I’m so happy you found this, Lizzy. Your grandmother was so sad when she lost it. She always wanted to give it to me, and someday, I was hoping to pass it on to you!”
“Let’s call Abuela as soon as the yard sale is over,” I said excitedly. “She’ll be so happy to hear we found it!” Then I hurried back to help my friends with the bake sale, feeling like I had just discovered a real treasure.
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After we finished cleaning up from the yard sale, we called my grandmother on the phone. When we told her about finding the locket, she was overjoyed!
“Thank you so much, Lizzy!” she said, her voice full of happiness. “I wish I could give you a great big hug and make you some gorditas to celebrate!”
I couldn’t help but giggle. “Don’t worry, Abuela,” I replied. “Mum helped me make some gorditas for the bake sale. They were a big hit!”
We spent the next half hour on the phone, with Abuela telling us stories about the locket and all the women in our family who had worn it before. By the time we hung up, I felt even more connected to my family’s history.
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That night, as Mum came to tuck me in. She sat down on the edge of my bed and held out her hand. She was holding the locket, but now it had a beautiful new gold chain attached to it.
“What?” I said, feeling confused. “I thought you said you were going to give it to me someday in the future!”
Mum smiled warmly. “Well, I’ve been thinking about it,” she said, “and I believe that today is the perfect day to pass it on to you. You’ve definitely earned it, Lizzy.”
She paused for a moment, her expression becoming more serious. “I’m so proud of you, sweetheart — not just for finding this precious locket, but also for being so kind and welcoming to Andrea. Her mother called me earlier today, you know.”
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Mum went on to explain that Andrea had been having a rough time at home. Her parents were getting a divorce, which was why she had been acting out lately. But being invited to help with the bake sale and join the BBC had made her feel much better and gave her something positive to focus on.
Gently, Mum placed the locket on my bedside table. “It’s yours now, Lizzy,” she said softly. “Take good care of it, okay? I hope that whenever you look at it or wear it, you’ll remember to always be brave and kind — just like you were today.”
As I drifted off to sleep that night, my hand curled around the locket, and I felt a special connection to all the women in my family who had come before me. I knew that no matter what challenges I might face in the future, I would face them with courage, kindness, and the strength of my family behind me.
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(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '48%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-in{0%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1)}' +
      '52%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1.04)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-pop{0%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}65%{transform:scale(1.12);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-unpop{0%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}}' +
      '.pt-fold{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-closing{animation:pt-out ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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