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“It’s finally time!” I exclaimed, my voice filled with excitement. “Football camp time!” May shouted back, her eyes sparkling with enthusiasm. In just a few short minutes, we would be on our way to Fort Mills Football Camp. Neither of us had ever been there before, but since we both loved football with all our hearts, we were certain we’d have an amazing time.
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I wrapped Mum and Dad in a big, warm hug. “Have a fantastic time,” they said, handing me my duffle bag packed with everything I’d need for the week. May’s parents were saying goodbye to her too, but I couldn’t understand what they were saying because they spoke Chinese. It made me curious about what kinds of goodbyes people say in different languages.
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May and I climbed onto the bus, which was already buzzing with the excited chatter of kids. Some were laughing loudly with their friends, while others sat quietly, gazing out the windows at the passing scenery. We found an empty seat right behind the bus driver, which gave us a great view of the road ahead. I felt a wave of happiness wash over me, knowing I was going to camp with my best friend May instead of having to face this new adventure alone.
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		When we arrived, the camp director gathered us all in an enormous auditorium. The room was so big, I felt tiny sitting there. He explained that we’d be working on our football skills throughout the week, with plenty of breaks for delicious meals and fun free time activities. At night, there would be exciting games for everyone to enjoy. The best part? At the end of the week, we’d get to compete in a tournament against kids from a nearby camp! The thought of it made my heart race with anticipation.
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No problem, I thought to myself with a confident smile. I’ve got plenty of experience in football, having grown up in Mexico, where we played all the time. Before moving to the United States, I used to spend countless hours kicking the ball around with my friends in the neighbourhood. Those memories made me feel ready for anything the camp could throw at me.
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As soon as the first practice sessions began, I could tell I was going to outshine most of the other kids. Our first task was to dribble a ball up and down the pitch — a piece of cake for me! Then we moved on to passing drills. We formed a big circle, and had to pass the ball back and forth between us. I noticed a lot of kids fumbling and missing their passes, which made me wonder why they even came to football camp if they struggled so much with the basics. It seemed odd to me that they’d choose to spend their summer this way.
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“That girl in the red shirt has missed three times already,” I whispered to May, shaking my head in disbelief. “She doesn’t even know the proper way to kick the ball.” May frowned, her eyes showing disappointment. “This camp isn’t just for experts, Lizzy,” she whispered back, her voice gentle but firm. “It’s meant to be fun for everyone, no matter their skill level.” I scowled, feeling defensive. “I know that,” I hissed back, my competitive spirit rising. Just then, the ball came flying toward me. I made a perfect pass back to the coach, showing off my skills. “But don’t you think it would be more fun if everyone knew how to play properly?” I added, still feeling frustrated.
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As the days flew by, I felt more and more confident about the upcoming tournament. In my mind, I could already picture myself standing proudly in front of a huge, cheering crowd, holding up the giant, shiny trophy that the camp director had promised would go to the Most Valuable Player of the tournament. I was determined to do whatever it took to win that trophy and prove I was the best.
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On Thursday, we had a mock tournament to prepare for the big day. I was thrilled to be placed on offense, ready to score as many goals as possible. Before heading out onto the pitch, I reached for my neck and pulled out my grandmother’s cherished locket. I gently kissed it for good luck.
With only ten minutes left in the game, my team was trailing by one goal, the score standing at 2-3. After a quick team huddle, May turned to me with urgency in her voice. “Lizzy, we need you to score a goal, and fast!” she exclaimed, her words filled with both hope and worry.



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
“Don’t worry, I’ve got this under control,” I assured her, my voice brimming with determination. I was resolved to score a goal the moment I could get my feet on that ball. Finally, my chance came when I received a long, perfectly aimed pass from a teammate. Without hesitation, I made a lightning-fast break for the goal, my heart pounding in my chest. It was just me and the goalie now, a showdown that would decide the fate of the game. I dribbled the ball as quickly as my legs would carry me, but the alert goalie rushed out to meet me, determined to protect their net.
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It’s now or never, I thought to myself, summoning all my strength and skill for this crucial moment. I took a powerful swing at the ball, putting every ounce of energy I had into the kick. In a flash, the goalie and I collided right in front of the goal. A searing pain shot through my ankle as it smashed against the goalie’s leg. It was worse than anything I had ever experienced before, making me gasp in shock and agony.
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The shrill sound of the referee’s whistle pierced the air, bringing the game to an abrupt halt. Everyone on the pitch froze, their eyes fixed on me and the goalie. The camp medics rushed onto the pitch, their faces etched with concern. They gently helped both me and the goalie walk off the pitch, supporting our weight as we limped along. I couldn’t help but whimper from the intense pain, but I was determined not to let everyone see me cry. I bit my lip, trying to be brave in front of all the other campers.
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“Lizzy, I’m afraid we’re going to have to take you to the hospital for an x-ray,” one of the camp medics said softly, his voice filled with sympathy. Despite my best efforts, tears began to roll down my cheeks. As I fought back sobs, I instinctively put my hand around my neck, feeling the comforting presence of my grandmother’s locket. I remembered what Mum had said when she gave it to me: “I hope it reminds you to always be brave and always be kind.”
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My parents met us at the hospital, their faces a mix of worry and love. After getting an x-ray, the doctor confirmed that I had a sprained ankle. I couldn’t hold back my emotions any longer.
“This is the absolute worst thing that could have happened,” I sobbed to Mum, my voice choked with disappointment. “Now I can’t play in the tournament I’ve been dreaming about all week.”
“You’re right, sweetie, you can’t play,” Mum said gently, stroking my hair. “But you can still go to the tournament and cheer your teammates on. Your support could make a big difference.”
Mum’s words made sense, but I didn’t feel like cheering for anyone. All week long, I had only thought about myself and how badly I wanted to win that VIP trophy.
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“I know how much you wanted to play and win, Lizzy,” she said, her voice full of wisdom and compassion. “But being a winner isn’t just about being the best at everything you do. You’re a winner when you can face the tough times in your life, learn from them, and come out stronger. And you’re a winner when you show kindness to others, even when things aren’t going your way.”
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Though I was still sad about missing the tournament, I knew in my heart that Mum was right. Her words helped me see things from a different perspective. With a newfound sense of purpose, I decided to go to the tournament and cheer for my team. As I watched my teammates play their hearts out on the pitch, I realized I was learning an important lesson about sportsmanship and teamwork.
When they won the game, I felt a surge of joy and pride. It wasn’t the victory I had imagined for myself at the beginning of the week, but it was something even more valuable. I had won a different kind of victory — not on the football pitch, but in my own heart. As I joined in the celebration, I knew I had grown not just as a football player but also as a person.
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  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
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      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
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      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
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      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
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