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It was a lovely spring day, and Grasshopper was feeling joyful and carefree. She loved nothing more than to sit on a big, green leaf and sing her favourite songs all day long, from sunrise to sunset.
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Meanwhile, Ant was working very hard, as he always did. He was busy storing lots of food in his cosy underground anthill. When Grasshopper caught sight of him working so diligently, she couldn’t help but laugh out loud.
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“Hey there, Ant!” she sang in a cheerful, melodic voice. “Why don’t you relax and take it easy for a while? Life is so good, and there is an abundance of delicious food all around us.”
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Ant stopped his work and looked up at Grasshopper, feeling quite annoyed and cross. “Don’t you realise that winter is coming?” he said in a serious and somewhat irritated tone. “You should start getting ready and storing up food, just like I’m doing.”
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But Grasshopper didn’t pay any attention to Ant’s wise advice. Instead, she just stretched out her long, slender legs and kept on singing her happy, carefree tunes, without a worry in the world.
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As the warm summer sun shone brightly in the clear blue sky and the pretty flowers bloomed in a rainbow of colours, Ant continued to work hard every day, collecting food and storing it away. Meanwhile, Grasshopper spent her days relaxing in the sun, enjoying the beautiful weather.
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As the leaves on the trees turned golden brown and the juicy, red apples grew ripe and ready to pick, Ant kept working tirelessly, never taking a break. Grasshopper, on the other hand, just relaxed and enjoyed herself, singing and hopping about without a care.
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Then, one chilly autumn day, the first fluffy white snowflakes began to fall from the grey clouds above. Ant, who was well-prepared, quickly scurried inside his warm and cosy anthill, where he would be safe from the cold.
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Grasshopper, however, suddenly stopped singing her merry songs. She started to feel very cold and realised that she had no food to eat. She looked around desperately for something to fill her empty belly, but all the green leaves that she usually ate were gone, buried under the snow.



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
The white snow kept falling heavily, covering the ground in a thick, icy blanket. Poor Grasshopper grew colder and colder with each passing minute, shivering and trembling from head to toe.
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Suddenly, Ant heard a faint, timid knock on the door of his anthill. When he opened it, he saw a shivering, miserable-looking Grasshopper standing before him, her antennae drooping sadly.



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
“Oh, Ant,” Grasshopper said in a weak, pitiful voice, her teeth chattering from the cold. “I’m so very cold and terribly hungry. Please, would you be kind enough to let me stay with you in your warm, comfortable anthill?”



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
Ant frowned and thought for a moment, considering Grasshopper’s request. “You know, Grasshopper,” he said, “food and shelter don’t come for free. They must be earned through hard work and effort, like I’ve been doing all along.”
“But how can I possibly work now?” asked Grasshopper, feeling puzzled and desperate.
A smile spread across Ant’s face as an idea came to him. “Well,” he suggested kindly, “what if you sing one of your beautiful songs for me as payment?”
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Grasshopper’s face lit up with hope and gratitude. She took a deep breath and sang the most beautiful, heartfelt song she had ever sung in her life. As the notes flowed from her tiny lungs, she realised that from now on, she would need to change her carefree, lazy ways and learn the value of hard work, just like her friend Ant.
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