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How Rabbit Got Long Ears



		Many moons ago, when the Earth was still quite young, Rabbit’s ears weren’t at all like they are today – they were rather short and stumpy.



		Short-eared Rabbit was well known throughout the woods for playing tricks on everyone – and today was no exception. It was a warm sunny day, but Rabbit was fidgety and had nothing to do. He was feeling rather bored, so he decided to make a little mischief with his friends.
First, he went to the pond to find his friend, Beaver. “Thank goodness I found you!” cried Rabbit, sounding flustered.
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“Did you hear the news?” Rabbit asked. “They say that the sun is never going to rise again!”
“What?” said Beaver. “Who told you?” But Rabbit didn’t hear – he was already hopping away, grinning to himself. “He must be going to warn the other animals,” thought Beaver.
Beaver was very upset to hear such bad news and was looking downright gloomy when Squirrel scurried by.
“What’s the problem, old chum?” enquired Squirrel.
“Didn’t you hear?” sighed Beaver. “The sun is never going to rise again! Oh woe, oh woe!”
Then Beaver scampered into his lodge, clutching a large supply of pondweed in his paws.
Squirrel quickly scampered off to tell Chipmunk, Chipmunk woke up Raccoon to tell him, Raccoon told Bear and so on – until all the animals
in the woods had heard the news of the disappearing sun. They were all very worried indeed.
“If the sun never rises again,” sniffled Squirrel, “then it will be dark and cold all the time – even worse than winter! We must hurry and hunt for all the food we can find or we’ll all starve!”
So the animals ran off in different directions – and instead of playing or relaxing in the hazy sunshine, they hunted for food. Bear piled as many blueberries as he could fit into his paws and Squirrel scrambled around foraging for nuts. Everybody felt sad that summer was about to end.
Everybody except for Rabbit, who was hiding in the bushes chuckling at his friends, getting ready for the sun to disappear. Rabbit thought this was his best trick yet.
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Then along came Glooscap. He was the first human, and legend had it that he was made from a bolt of lightning. The animals loved Glooscap and they always ran to his side, but today, as
he walked by, they didn’t even look up. Instead, they were rushing back and forth, looking worried.
“Bear!” said Glooscap, glad to see his friend. “Why are you so busy?”
Bear hurried by. “Can’t talk now!” he said. “I don’t have time!”
Glooscap walked on, but still none of his animal friends looked up and said hello.
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“Raccoon!” said Glooscap. “How are you today? Enjoying the sunshine?”
Raccoon gave a panicked squeal and darted towards his den carrying an armful of acorns.
Glooscap quickly strode up to Bear. “What is wrong with you all?” he demanded. “Why is everybody looking so troubled?”
“Haven’t you heard?” said Bear. “The sun isn’t going to rise again! We have to gather food quickly and get ready for winter or we’ll all starve!”
Glooscap couldn’t believe what he was hearing. “What nonsense!” he
said. “Who told you such a thing?” But Bear just carried on gathering berries.
Glooscap decided to summon all the animals and get to the bottom of this strange story about the sun. They sat around him in a circle, many with their foraged food in their paws.
“Who told you about the sun, Bear?”
“Raccoon told me,” said Bear.
Then Raccoon said, “Well, Chipmunk told me about it!”
One by one, the animals revealed who had told them the story of the sun, all the way back to Beaver, who said, “It was Rabbit who told me!”
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Glooscap realised that Rabbit was the only animal missing from the circle. “Where is Rabbit?” he asked.
“I bet he’s hiding!” said Beaver, who had guessed by now that he had fallen for another of Rabbit’s tricks.
Beaver was right – Rabbit knew his joke had gone too far this time, so he was nervously hiding in the bushes.
Glooscap searched the woods until he found Rabbit’s hiding place.
When he saw Rabbit, he grabbed him by his short ears, lifted him up and held him there for a very long time, while he gave him a good telling off for playing such a mean trick.
Glooscap made Rabbit apologise to his friends and, as he did so, Rabbit’s little ears stretched and stretched...



		... and that is how Rabbit got his long ears.
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    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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