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She loved the roses so much, she named her daughters after them, and they even grew up to look like their flowers. Snow White had fair skin, blonde hair and blossom pink lips, and Rose Red had dark skin, black hair and ruby red lips.
The two sisters adored their mother. In summer, Rose Red picked a posy of red roses for her every day and, in winter, Snow White picked a posy of white roses.



		Once upon a time, a poor widow lived in a little cottage with a beautiful rose garden. There were two bushes outside her window – one with white roses and the other with red roses.



		Snow White and Rose Red
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The two sisters loved animals too and would often go for walks in the woods. The animals came to know the girls well, and hares, stags and badgers would walk by their sides, feeding from their hands.
One winter’s night, when the snow was falling heavily outside, the two girls were huddling by the fire. They were surprised by a knock at the door.
“Answer quickly,” said the mother to Snow White. “It might be a traveller looking for shelter.”
Snow White unlocked the door and leapt back. There was a big brown bear looming before her. The sisters had never met a bear in the woods.
Teeth chattering, the bear said, “Don’t be afraid. I would never harm you. I am half frozen and looking for somewhere to warm myself.”
“Poor bear!” cried Snow White and Rose Red. “Come and sit by the fire.”
The bear settled down by the fire. “Girls, could you sweep the snow from my coat, please?”
Snow White and Rose Red brushed off the bear’s coat, and soon forgot their fears. Before long, they were snuggling up to him, reading stories.
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When it was time for bed, their mother said to the bear, “You can sleep by the fire, if you wish.”
At the break of dawn the next day, the bear returned to the woods, but he came back that evening and every evening all winter long.
Snow White, Rose Red and the bear became such good friends, he even allowed them to ride on his back.
When spring came round, the bear looked sad. “I must leave now and I won’t see you again until winter.”
The sisters were sad too. “Why do you have to go, dear bear?”
“I have to travel deep into the woods to find my treasure. It was stolen by a wicked dwarf,” said the bear. “As soon as the snow thaws, he’s sure to come out of his hiding place.”
“Can we visit you?” asked the girls.
“No, it’s too dangerous,” said the bear. “You will see me again. I promise.”
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Snow White and Rose Red hugged their new friend and said goodbye to him.



		
			
				
					
				
			

		

	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
Find It!
Can you find these five objects hidden in the picture? Point to each one when you spot them!
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As he left, some of his fur snagged on the door frame. Rose Red was certain she spotted a glint of gold beneath it but, before she could say anything, the bear had disappeared into the woods.
That day, Snow White and Rose Red also walked into the woods to collect firewood, but a fallen tree was blocking their path. When they reached it, they heard a scuffling noise and found an angry-looking dwarf. His long beard was trapped under the tree and he was hopping about, red in the face with frustration.
When he spotted the sisters, he cried, “Well, don’t just stand there! Help me!”
“What are you doing, little fellow?” asked Rose Red.
“If you must ask, you nosy goose, I was trying to chop wood and my beard got caught. Now, are you going to just stand there – or help me?”
Snow White and Rose Red rushed to help the little man, but they could not lift the heavy trunk. The dwarf moaned and raged and stamped his feet.
“I know! I have just the thing,” said Snow White, and reached into her pocket and pulled out some scissors. Snip, snip, snip! She cut along his beard and released the dwarf from his trap.
The sisters smiled, expecting the dwarf to be happy too, but instead he shouted, “You clumsy oafs! You’ve ruined my lovely beard!”
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Then the dwarf grabbed a sack of gold coins from the roots of the tree, and ran into the woods.
The next day, Snow White and Rose Red decided to go fishing. When they reached the stream, they heard a yelp. It was the grumpy dwarf again and, this time, he looked like he was about to fall in the water.
“What are you doing, little fellow?” asked Rose Red.
“Can’t you see?” squealed the dwarf. “A fish has caught my beard and it’s trying to pull me in!” As he said it, the fish wrenched him forward. “Are you going to help me or not?” he wailed.
Rose Red ran towards him and took out her fishing knife. Snip, snip, snip! She cut all the way across the dwarf’s beard to release him.
When the dwarf realised what she had done, he yelled, “You cut my beard again, you oafs. I wish I had never seen you!”
Before the girls could tell him off for being so ungrateful, he grabbed a sack of pearls from the riverbank and ran into the woods.
The next day, Snow White and Rose Red were on their way to market when they saw an eagle circling in the sky. As they drew closer, the bird pounced and seized the grumpy dwarf in its claws. “Help!” he cried, batting away the eagle. “Save me!”
The girls ran over and held his legs, so he couldn’t be carried away.
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The eagle gave up but, as it flew off, it ripped a hole in the dwarf’s jacket. “Now look what you’ve done, you oafs!” cried the dwarf. “You’ve ruined my beard and my best jacket!”
Snow White sighed and Rose Red rolled her eyes. “Have you ever met anyone with such terrible manners?” asked Rose Red, but they decided to ignore him and carry on to market.
However, as they left, they saw the dwarf cram a huge sack of jewels into a little hole in a nearby rock.
“What are you staring at, you nosy geese?” shouted the grumpy dwarf.
Just then, from behind the rock, there came a growl so loud that it shook the ground. A great brown bear stepped out and snarled at the dwarf.
The dwarf looked terrified. “Oh, no! You found me! Spare my life and you can have your treasure back. You can even eat these two tasty girls.”
But the bear gave a deep growl and swooped down a paw. With one strong blow, he knocked the dwarf out cold.
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The sisters turned and ran from the bear, but a familiar voice called after them, “Snow White, Rose Red! Don’t be scared. I am your friend!”
The bear raced towards them carrying three sacks in his paws – one filled with gold, one filled with pearls and the last one filled with jewels. As he neared them, his heavy bearskin fell away and out stepped a young man, dressed in a magnificent outfit of gold.
“Who are you?” cried Snow White and Rose Red. “Where is the bear?”
“I am a prince,” said the young man. “Last summer, that greedy dwarf put a spell on me and stole my treasure. The only way I could break his curse was to find him. I owe you my life – for keeping me warm all winter and for leading me to him.”
The prince gave the three sacks of treasure to the sisters to thank them for their kindness.
From that day on, Snow White, Rose Red and their mother lived happily in their little cottage with the rose garden, and were never bothered by grumpy dwarfs again.
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