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Siegfried was about to turn twenty-one, which meant he would now be king. But instead of feeling excited about it, he was filled with dread. He wasn’t ready to take on such a demanding job.
All Prince Siegfried wanted to do was dance and laugh with his friends, and forget all about his responsibilities.



		Once upon a time, in the grounds of a magnificent palace, a queen threw a spectacular birthday party for her dear son Prince Siegfried.



		Swan Lake
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However, the queen had other ideas. “Siegfried, it’s time to stop celebrating and start thinking about your future. There are many princesses here tonight. Who will be your bride?”
All night long, princesses had been vying for the prince’s attention. He sighed deeply, “I always hoped to marry someone I loved, Mother, not someone I had only just met.”
“But what if you fall in love with a peasant?” cried the queen. “I won’t let you bring shame on our family for something as silly as love. No, you will marry someone from a
respectable royal dynasty. As you won’t choose tonight, you will pick your bride at tomorrow’s costume ball. I will let everyone know.”
The queen flounced away, leaving Prince Siegfried groaning in despair. His best friend Benno tapped him on the shoulder. “Come on, let’s get away. We’ll go hunting near the lake to take your mind off things.”
Eager to escape his mother’s watchful eye, Prince Siegfried grabbed his crossbow and left with his friends. As they exited the party, a flock of swans flew overhead.
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		As they raced through the woods, Prince Siegfried got separated from his friends, so he wandered to a quiet spot at the edge of the lake to watch the sun setting over the rippling water.
As dusk began to fall, a swan glided across the lake towards him. Prince Siegfried was surprised to see that it was wearing a crown. But when the first beam of moonlight touched the water, the swan transformed into a beautiful young woman.
When the swan maiden saw Siegfried’s crossbow, she shrank back in fright.
Siegfried gasped. “I won’t harm you. Who are you?” he asked.
“I was Princess Odette,” said the swan maiden in a melancholy voice, “until a scheming sorcerer called Rothbart cursed my maids and me when I was just a child. The lake you see here is filled with the tears of my parents – and I can only appear as a human for a few moonlit hours each night.”
Siegfried was so moved by Odette’s story, he asked, “How can I help you break the curse?”
“The only way is if someone pure of heart swears his love for me.”
“Why did Rothbart curse you?” asked Prince Siegfried.
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“He is a cruel and jealous man who is greedy for power. Rothbart stole my parents’ throne and he will never give it up willingly,” said Odette sadly.
Siegfried felt sorry for Odette and was so enchanted by her elegance and beauty, he fell in love with her at once. He took her hand and was about to declare his undying love for her when there was a loud crack.
The evil sorcerer Rothbart suddenly appeared. His cold eyes and angry face made even Siegfried cower.
The sorcerer grabbed Odette roughly by the wrists and dragged her away from the prince.
“Let her go!” shouted Siegfried, raising his crossbow to shoot Rothbart.
Odette cried, “No! Don’t hurt him. If he dies, this curse will never be broken.”
Siegfried felt hopeless as Rothbart called out in a chilling voice, “Swan maidens, I summon you!”
Several swans flew down to the shore where Odette stood prisoner, and transformed into young women. They were Odette’s faithful maids.
“Dance for me!” demanded Rothbart. He waved his wand and sneered as the swan maidens began to dance.
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Odette and her maidens pirouetted
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Answer: There are 6 waterlilies.



		
How many pink waterlilies can you count? Count your answer with your fingers!



		
Spot It! Can you spot these five creatures in the picture?



		
across the surface of the lake.
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Siegfried tried to follow Odette, but he was soon up to his thighs in icy water, and the dancers were in the distance.
“Set them free!” he pleaded, but Rothbart just laughed cruelly and disappeared in a cloud of smoke.
Siegfried called out, “I will love you forever, Odette,” but she didn’t hear him. He watched her dancing until dawn’s first light and then she turned into a swan again.
The next day, Siegfried could only think of how to save Odette.
When it was time for the costume ball, he was too distracted to pay attention to the princesses who had come to meet him.
The queen pestered him to choose a bride, but he couldn’t.
Later that night, as the queen was starting to despair, Rothbart arrived disguised in a cloak and mask. He was accompanied by his daughter, Odile, who he had bewitched to look like Odette. She looked exactly the same, except her dress was black.
Overjoyed, Prince Siegfried ran to her and whisked her into his arms to dance. The queen was delighted.
Prince Siegfried was so happy, he said to Odile, “Odette, I promise to love you forever. Will you marry me?”
Odile agreed and Prince Siegfried, confident he had broken the curse, announced their marriage.
As his guests cheered, the prince caught a glimpse of someone who looked exactly like Odette weeping at the palace window. “How can that be Odette if she is here?” he wondered.
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Just then, Rothbart removed his mask and cackled, “Come here, daughter.” Siegfried knew he had been tricked.
Before the sorcerer could stop him, Prince Siegfried fled the palace and ran to the lake to find the real Odette. He found her with her maidens.
“Please believe me, Odette, Rothbart deceived me,” said Siegfried. “It was a wicked enchantment.”
Odette could see that Siegfried was telling the truth. “I believe you,” she said, and they embraced.
Once more, as Siegfried was about to swear his love, Rothbart appeared. This time he was with his daughter, who looked as menacing as her father.
“You asked my daughter to marry you. You said you would love her forever,” said Rothbart in a threatening tone.
“A prince cannot go back on such a vow. I’ll have you locked up!”
“I would rather that than marry your daughter. I love Odette and I will love her forever,” said Prince Siegfried.
In an instant, Rothbart’s curse was broken and Odette and her maidens were freed at last.
They surrounded Rothbart and Odile, forcing them into the lake – but, before they could drown, Rothbart said a spell and he and his daughter vanished, never to be seen again.
Prince Siegfried and Odette returned to the palace and were married that very night. Odette and her loyalmaidens wore gowns made from white swan feathers. At last, the queen was happy.
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