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The Greatest kid in the World



		Some seventy years ago, a boy called Cassius was born in the town of Louisville, Kentucky, in the USA.



		He was his parents’ first child, and his mother soon noticed how strong he was! When he was just six months old, he was sitting in her lap. He stretched out his arms – and accidentally knocked one of her teeth out! His mother did not mind, though. She knew it was an accident, and was glad to have such a healthy baby boy.
Cassius’s father, Cassius Senior, was an artist and sign-writer who loved to show off and tell tall tales. His mother, Odessa, was a kindly lady who taught Cassius and his little brother, Rudolph, to be polite and truthful and hard-working. The family lived in a nice cottage with a garden, and always had new clothes to wear and enough food to eat.



		
			[image: ]
		

	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
Like his father, little Cassius loved to be the centre of attention and could talk so quickly that it was hard to keep up! His mother would come home to find dozens of the neighbourhood children on their porch, listening intently as little Cassius told an endless stream of jokes and stories!
He was full of restless energy and didn’t like to sit still. If he wasn’t helping his father with sign-writing, he would be sweeping the floors of the local library to earn money that he spent on movies and ice cream.
Cassius soon noticed that Louisville was not a place that was fair to people like him. White people lived in the east part of town, and black
people like his family had to live on the west side. They weren’t allowed into a lot of the fancy shops or restaurants, had to sit at the back on buses, and white people were sometimes mean to them.
Cassius experienced this many times with his parents. He remembered how, when he was a very young boy, a shopkeeper had refused to let them have a glass of water on a hot day.
He knew that he and his family deserved as much respect as anyone else and was determined not to let anyone push him around.
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Find it! Cassius grew up in Louisville, Kentucky, in the United States of America. Can you find Kentucky on a map? (Tip: it’s in the southeastern quarter of the country...)
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Cassius always had a strong sense of what was right and what was wrong, and when he was twelve, a theft would change his life forever.
On that day, one of his friends told him that there was a special event at the Louisville Service Club – with free popcorn and ice cream!
The chance to get a cool treat on a hot summer’s day sounded great to the boys, and Cassius wanted to go for a ride on the fancy new bicycle he had received for Christmas.
It had red and white paint and was the coolest one in the neighbourhood!
Cassius had a great time showing off his bike on the way to the club. He and his friend soon arrived and went inside, where they filled up on treats. However, when Cassius went out to where he had left his beloved bike, it was gone – somebody had stolen it! The boy was so upset and furious, he did not know what to do!
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Someone told him that a police officer ran a boxing gym just across the street, so Cassius went there to report the theft. He wanted the police to drop everything and catch the criminal who had stolen his new bike!
The police officer who ran the gym was a kind old man called Joe Martin. He helped Cassius to fill out a report about the missing bike, but told him that the police might not be able to find it. Joe also suggested that maybe Cassius would like to try
boxing, so that he could use his energy and learn how to protect himself against thieves!
Cassius agreed, and began going to Joe’s gym every morning to train. The old coach discovered that the boy’s hands and feet were just as fast as his mouth! Six weeks later, Cassius had his first real match against another boy – and won! The feeling of triumph was amazing for a boy who loved being the centre of attention. Cassius declared that he would soon be the greatest boxer of all time!



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		13



		


He knew that to be the greatest, he would need to work hard! Cassius got up extra-early every morning to run and train, ate healthy food and even practiced his moves in the mirrors of the school bathrooms. However, he never used his boxing skills to bully or hurt other people. He wanted to become the best person he could be – as a boxer and as a human being!
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		Cassius’s full name was Cassius Clay Jr., and he soon became known as one of the greatest boxers of all time. He was cool, smart and very fast indeed! Cassius won a gold medal for the USA at the Olympics when he was just 18, and then became the World Heavyweight Champion. He was a celebrity too, and would make up fun rhymes about how great he was!
Soon after becoming a champion, Cassius Clay converted to the religion of Islam and took a new name: Muhammad Ali. In 1966, the US government told Muhammad to join the army, which was fighting a war in a country called Vietnam. Muhammad refused, because nobody from Vietnam had ever done him any harm.
Muhammad spoke out against racism and war instead, and became a hero to people who want to make the world a better place. Many think he is the greatest sportsperson of all time!



		What happened next....
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      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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