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The Boy With Many Names



		Rolihlahla translates as ‘pulling a branch’ – but it also means ‘troublemaker’ in Xhosa, the language of his people!
Rolihlahla’s family was from the Thembu tribe, which dwelled between the high Drakensberg mountains and the Indian Ocean in southern Africa.
Rolihlahla’s father was a chief named Gadla, and he was a wise and dignified man with a tuft of white hair on the top of his head. Little Rolihlahla wanted to be just like his father, so he used ash to make a white tuft on top of his head, too!



		About a hundred years ago, a boy was born in the village of Mvezo in South Africa. In his life, he would have many names, but the first one his father gave him was ‘Rolihlahla’.
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At that time, South Africa was ruled by the British Empire. The British let chiefs like Gadla govern an area for them – but they could take away a chief’s lands, cattle and fortune whenever they felt like it!
Gadla knew that it was important for his son to learn about the British. “They are very powerful!” he told the lad. “You must be able to understand them and their rules if you want to succeed!”
When Rolihlahla was still very small, his parents took him on the first of many journeys. They travelled to the village of Qunu, where his mother’s family lived.
It was a small place, with only a handful of mud huts. His many aunts who lived there became like mothers to him, and his dozens of cousins became new ‘brothers’ and ‘sisters’.
Rolihlahla loved living there! He made lots of friends, and had fun exploring the hills and grasslands beyond the village. He would fish in the streams, herd goats, and stare up at the hundreds of stars that hung in the sky at night. It was at this time that he truly fell in love with the beauty of Africa.
There was a school in Qunu, and his father said he should go there to get an education.
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At school, he had to wear a uniform and funny things called ‘trousers’, which were cloth tubes that went around his legs. They were quite different from his usual clothes!
He found the trousers to be strange and uncomfortable, but on his first day he was keen to make new friends and learn new things. That morning, the teacher stood in front of the class to give an important announcement.
“In this school, we do not use African names! I will give each of you a proper English name instead!”
“You will be called ‘Nelson’,” she told Rolihlahla.
The boy thought that ‘Nelson’ sounded weird, but he soon got used to it. At the village school, he learned about the English language, as well as English laws and English culture. They weren’t taught anything about Africa, though, which was very unfair. Fairness was something Rolihlahla cared about!
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When Rolihlahla was nine, his father passed away, and he and his mother left Qunu to go on another journey. For days they walked across beautiful hills and grasslands. The boy did not know where they were going, but he was thrilled to see more of his beloved homeland.
After a long and tiring journey, his mother finally announced, “We are here, this is the Great Place!”
Rolihlahla stared in wonder at the finest farm he had ever seen. There were fields and pens holding hundreds of animals and even two big European-style houses. It was nothing at all like Qunu!
“Why are we here?” he wondered.
A great big shiny car pulled up in front of the Great Place, and out stepped a very serious and important-looking man. He was the regent who ruled the Thembu tribe.
“Welcome, little Rolihlahla!” the regent said. “Your father was a good friend of mine – so I will raise you as if you were my own son! The Great Place is my palace – and it is your new home!”
Though at first he felt shy in front of such an important man, Rolihlahla was good at adapting to new situations. He soon made himself at home, and learned a lot from his new guardian.
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The regent was very important, but he would meet with any of his subjects if they asked, and carefully listened to what they had to say. He didn’t give commands, but found ways to get people to work together instead. Rolihlahla thought that this was a wise way to lead!
At the Great Place, Rolihlahla met many chiefs from neighbouring tribes. They told him stories about their mighty ancestors and wise kings of old. He was fascinated by these tales, and they inspired his interest in the history of Africa.
When Rolihlahla turned sixteen, it was time for him to become a man of the Thembu tribe. With a group of other boys, he walked to a sacred place beside a river.
They danced by a fire at night, and in the morning, they bathed in the cool waters of the river. Then, their bodies were covered with white chalk, and they were sent to stay in huts. There, they meditated on what it meant to be a man of the Thembu tribe.
When the ceremony was complete, there was a great celebration. However, the mood of the party changed when an old chief named Meligqili stood up to speak.
“You are now men of our tribe,” he told Rolihlahla and his friends, “but you live in a land that is no longer your own! Europeans make us obey their laws, and force us to dig for diamonds and gold in their mines!”
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Rolihlahla would one day become famous as Nelson Mandela. After finishing school, he worked as a security guard for a mining company and saw how badly the African workers were treated. He joined the African National Congress (ANC), who were fighting for the rights of Africans, and studied to become a lawyer.
In 1948, the government of South Africa introduced ‘apartheid’ laws that discriminated against non-white people.
Nelson organised protests and strikes against apartheid, so he was arrested and imprisoned for 27 years. The courage and resilience he showed in prison inspired others to fight for freedom, and he was released in 1990.
In 1994, he became the president of South Africa, and brought equality and freedom to the country. For his leadership, he would be given the name ‘Khulu’, or ‘the Great One’.



		What happened next....



		The old chief paused before continuing.
“I pray that one day, the Thembu tribe, and all the peoples of South Africa, will be free to choose their own destiny!”
Rolihlahla felt confused and angry. Why was the chief saying such awful things? In school, they had been taught that Africans should be grateful to their Europeans rulers – but was the old man actually right?
Rolihlahla did not know where life would take him next, but the things that Meligqili said would stay with him. His love for his country, and the many people he had met on his journeys, would inspire him to fight for freedom and equality in his beloved homeland.
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OEBPS/pt/toggle.js
(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '48%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-in{0%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1)}' +
      '52%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1.04)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-pop{0%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}65%{transform:scale(1.12);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-unpop{0%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}}' +
      '.pt-fold{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-closing{animation:pt-out ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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