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		But one day, as the lion was walking along a path, he felt the ground fall out from under him. He had tumbled into a cunningly disguised pit! He tried to leap out, but the walls of the pit were far too high.



		

Several hundred years ago, a lion lived peacefully on the plains of Africa. He spent most of his time snoozing in the long grass or hunting tasty gazelles to have for dinner!



		The Curly-Tailed Lion



		
			
				
					
				
			

		

	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
After an hour had passed, the faces of several humans peered over the edge of the pit. One of them had a magnificent moustache, so the lion guessed that he must be the leader. This hunter began giving orders. Before long, the humans had snared the lion with ropes, dragged him out of the pit and shoved him into a cage!
The hunters carried the lion all the way to the coast, where a ship was waiting. They loaded their captive aboard and set sail. The lion would have enjoyed his first sea voyage – if he wasn’t stuck in the dark hold!
After several weeks, and several bouts of seasickness, they finally arrived in a great city. It was quite unlike anything the lion had seen before! There were tall buildings and busy people and horses and carriages everywhere. From the chatter of the humans, the lion guessed that this city must be in a place called ‘the Netherlands’.
The lion was taken to a zoo, where he was put on display in a great cage. People came to admire the fierce beast, with his golden fur and thick mane. The king himself came to see the lion, and was most impressed.
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“Why, this is the most kingly beast of all! He shall be the new symbol of my royal power!” he declared.
Most European rulers used wolves and bears as symbols – but these beasts were drab compared to the lion! The king even paid a great artist to paint a picture of the beast which he could hang in his palace.
The lion quite liked posing for the painting, and was very impressed with the final result.
“How handsome I am!” he thought when the artist showed him the picture.
But the king was not happy. “Why is the lion sitting around in this painting?” he grumbled. “He should be up on his hind legs, with his claws in the air!”
That position is called ‘rampant’, and it is very impressive. However, the lion discovered that it is very difficult to stay like that for hours while someone is painting you! If he tried to relax, the artist would poke him with a stick.
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After many hours, the new painting was finally finished. The king was very pleased with it.
Because the king had a painting of the lion, everybody else wanted one, too! The creature had to pose for drawings and engravings, and his image was put on everything from cups and shields to fans and bottles.
Merchants made a fortune selling lion merchandise, and ‘Leo’ even became a popular name for boys. Everywhere people looked, there were lions on signs and adverts and coats-of-arms.
Everybody loved this craze – except for the lion. He soon got tired of holding impossible poses for artists all day long.
“Smile!” said one. “Laugh!” said another. “Stick out your tongue!” said a third.
They even began dressing him up as mythical beasts – from a fish-tailed sea lion to an eagle-headed griffin!
As the weeks passed, the lion became exhausted. His ears lay flat, his fur lost its shine, and his mane become bedraggled.
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“What can we do to make the lion look healthy again?” said one artist.
“Maybe we could let him rest for a bit, so he gets better?” said another.
“Don’t be silly – we should give him a makeover!” said a third one. “Anyway, I need to finish my painting!”
So the finest hair stylists in the land were brought in to give the lion a fresh look. They crimped and combed and curled and coloured his fur until it was dazzling. They even curled the fur on his tail!
“Oh-la-la! He is better than ever!” the artists agreed. “We will start painting new pictures of him in the morning!”
But that night, the dyes and curlings and stress made the lion’s mane fall out in clumps, until he was quite bald! Only the curly fur on his tail remained.
When the artists came back the next morning, they were upset.
“We can’t paint pictures of such a miserable-looking beast! Only his curly tail still looks magnificent!” they complained.
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Lion-mania soon died out in the Netherlands. Nobody wanted to buy pictures or postcards or shields with a bald lion on them!
“What can we do now?” the artists and shopkeepers asked each other. “We need some new and trendy thing to sell!”
One day, a young merchant arrived with a gorgeous new flower and showed it to everyone.
“Tulips are the new lion!” he declared. “Let’s grow the most magnificent blossoms imaginable!”
That was how the Dutch became obsessed with tulips – and this craze is still going strong today!
The lion was happy to give up his life as a celebrity.
“I’m glad that’s over!” he thought to himself. “It’s nice to be popular – but it’s horrible when everybody wants to boss you around. I’d rather be bald but happy!”
The lion was finally left in peace, and his mane slowly grew back. A lady lion came to live in the zoo as well, and they got along very well. They had several happy, healthy cubs together – and they all had curly hair on their tails, just like their dad! 
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  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
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      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
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      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
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      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
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