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When the bell rang, she would charge outside into the warm California sunshine and join any game that was going. She was fast and strong and always played as well as she could. One teacher suggested that she should be more ‘ladylike’ and try not to win all the time, but her parents didn’t agree.
“Play as well as you can and be the best you can be!” they told her.
One morning, Billie Jean’s friend Susan tapped her on the shoulder during class.
“Do you want to play tennis?”
“What’s tennis?” Billie Jean whispered back.
“It’s a fun game. You’ll love it – you get to run and jump and whack a ball with a racket!”
Billie Jean didn’t know what a ‘racket’ was, but tennis sounded exciting! That evening, she pestered her father when he came home from his job at the fire station.



		Billie Jean was always full of energy! At school, she would watch the hands of the clock, counting down the seconds until lunchtime. That was when she could go out and play!
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“What’s the best sport for a girl?”
Her dad had a think.
“Well, there’s swimming…”
Billie Jean felt her heart sink. She had tried swimming at the pool, but she found it difficult to stay afloat!
“Or golf?”
Billie Jean made a face. Golf was far too slow and boring for her!
“And tennis, of course!”
She felt a thrill. Maybe this ‘tennis’ was the sport for her!
The next weekend, Susan took Billie Jean to the Virginia Country Club. It was a really fancy place!
There were lush gardens and uniformed waiters and ladies wearing expensive jewellery and spotless white tennis dresses. She felt quite out of place in her baggy T-shirt and shorts!
But her nervousness disappeared when she got out onto the sunny tennis court. Susan handed her a strange thing that looked like a net with very tight strings.
“This is a racket. You hit a ball with it!”
Susan lobbed a fuzzy yellow ball at her. Billie Jean frowned and swung her racket as hard as she could.
There was a mighty THWOCK, and the ball went sailing over the fence.
“HOME RUN!” Billie Jean yelled.
Susan began giggling uncontrollably. “It’s not softball, you nincompoop!”
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Her friend showed her how tennis should be played. They did their best to hit the ball over the net in the middle of the court, giggling and shrieking as they played. The ladies in the nice tennis dresses tutted, but the girls didn’t care – they were having a blast!
Billie Jean spent more time hitting the air than she did hitting the ball – but she loved playing tennis anyway! When she went home that night, sunburned and exhausted, she had only one question on her mind.
“Mum? Dad? Can I please have a tennis racket of my own?”
Her parents looked at each other.
“Money is a bit tight,” her mother said, “but you can save up for one!”
From that day on, Billie Jean pestered people in the neighbourhood about any jobs she could do. “Can I sweep your driveway? Or weed your garden?”
She put all the money she earned in a jar, and it slowly filled up. Her parents were very impressed by how hard she worked and gave her two extra dollars!
Finally, the big day came: they took Billie Jean to a sporting goods shop with the eight dollars and twenty-nine cents she had saved. She picked out a little wooden racket with a purple grip. It was the most beautiful thing she had ever seen – and she went to sleep holding it that night!
“Can we go to the Virginia Country Club to play?” she asked in the morning.
Her mum frowned. “We can’t afford a fancy place like that, love. What about the public courts at Houghton Park?”
Billie Jean quickly agreed! When they arrived at the park, she saw a funny old man with a big nose waiting by the tennis court.
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“I’m Clyde!” he said. “Do you want some tennis lessons?”
Billie Jean wanted to learn, but she was worried. “Yes… but I don’t have any money.”
The man just smiled and jingled the coins in his pocket. “It’s free! Come on in – and close the gate behind you!”
This was only the second time that Billie Jean had tried to play tennis, and she didn’t know anything about the rules of the game.
Clyde was patient with her. He showed her how to hold the racket, how to do a ‘forehand’, and how to keep score. The more Billie Jean learned, the more fun she had! She loved the feeling of getting her whole body behind a hit, and the jolt that went down her arm when she struck the ball cleanly.
When her mum came by to pick her up, Billie Jean had something important to say: “I found out what I’m going to do with my life! I want to be the best tennis player in the world!”
“Clyde, can you make me a champion?” she asked her coach.
He just smiled. “No, Billie Jean. But with hard work, you can.”
Billie Jean took his words to heart. She would practise hitting the ball against the fence behind the house until it fell apart. Her dad built a new wall out of concrete so that she could keep practising!
Susan and Billie Jean started entering tennis tournaments and were invited to take part in an important one at the famous Los Angeles Tennis Club. They were thrilled to be there.
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Billie Jean King became a world number one tennis player in 1966 and won dozens of top competitions as a singles, doubles and mixed doubles player.
In many sports, women have had to deal with sexism and discrimination. Billie Jean once challenged a male player who claimed female players weren’t any good. This match was called ‘The Battle of the Sexes’, and Billie Jean beat her opponent while 90 million people watched on TV!
Billie Jean has won many awards – she was Associated Press Female Athlete of the Year in 1967, and Life magazine named her as one of the ‘100 Most Important Americans of the 20th Century’ in 1990. She was inducted into the International Tennis Hall of Fame in 1987.
She still fights for women’s equality and has always spoken out against sexism and racism. She is an inspiration for anyone determined to live life on their own terms!



		What happened next...



		They even got to play with fresh fuzzy yellow balls, and Billie Jean loved sniffing the lovely new-ball smell!
All the players lined up on the steps of the tennis club to have their photo taken – but then a strange-looking man waddled up.
“You can’t be in the photo!” he snapped. “You’re not wearing a skirt or dress!”
Billie Jean was indignant. Her mum had made her shorts especially for her – and why should people like him tell her what she could or couldn’t do?
“Don’t worry, Mum!” she told her mother. “I’ll show them one day! Everybody will know who I am, and they’ll all want to copy my style!”
And Billie Jean did! She never gave up or let petty people tell her how she should behave – and she became one of the greatest and most famous sports legends ever!



	
OEBPS/image/16.png





OEBPS/image/11.png





OEBPS/image/24.png





OEBPS/image/20.png





OEBPS/toc.xhtml

		
					The Ace




		
		
		Page List


			
						9


						10


						11


						12


						13


			


		
		
		Landmarks


			
						Cover


			


		
	

OEBPS/image/25.png





OEBPS/image/29.png





OEBPS/image/4.png





OEBPS/pt/smil/page-4.smil
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 



OEBPS/pt/smil/page-3.smil
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        



OEBPS/pt/smil/page-2.smil
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               



OEBPS/pt/smil/page-1.smil
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              



OEBPS/image/10.png





OEBPS/pt/smil/page-0.smil
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  



OEBPS/image/23.png





OEBPS/image/3.png





OEBPS/image/TheAce_3.jpg





OEBPS/image/1.jpg
__-—-—Billie Jean was always full of energy! At school, she would

watch the hands of the clock, counting down the seconds
until lunchtime. That was when she could go out and play!

When the bell rang, she would charge
outside into the warm California sunshine
and join any game that was going. She was
fast and strong and always played as well
as she could. One teacher suggested that

SN
E

to win all the time, but her parents didn’t agree.

she should be more ‘ladylike’ and try not

“Play as well as you can and be the best
you can be!” they told her.

One morning, Billie Jean’s friend Susan tapped

her on the shoulder during class. 0

“Do you want to play tennis?”
“What'’s tennis?” Billie Jean whispered back.

“It's a fun game. You'll love it — you get to run
and jump and whack a ball with a racket!”

Billie Jean didn’t know what a ‘racket’ was,
but tennis sounded exciting! That evening,
she pestered her father when he came
home from his job at the fire station. ==





OEBPS/image/theAce_1.jpg





OEBPS/image/2.png





OEBPS/image/6.png





OEBPS/image/18.png





OEBPS/image/TheAce_2.jpg





OEBPS/image/21.png





OEBPS/pt/toggle.js
(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '48%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-in{0%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1)}' +
      '52%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1.04)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-pop{0%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}65%{transform:scale(1.12);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-unpop{0%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}}' +
      '.pt-fold{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-closing{animation:pt-out ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();




OEBPS/image/26.png





OEBPS/pt/audio/page-4.mp3
The ace UK_5

The ace UK, track 3

120.14105



OEBPS/image/13.png





OEBPS/pt/audio/page-2.mp3
The ace UK_3

The ace UK, track 1

101.122055



OEBPS/pt/audio/page-3.mp3
The ace UK_4

The ace UK, track 2

92.47468



OEBPS/pt/audio/page-0.mp3
null

61.255947



OEBPS/image/5.png





OEBPS/pt/audio/page-1.mp3
null

78.83743



