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The visitors thought that Koko was very cute and funny. They made lots of strange human mouth-sounds while they stared at her!
When she was still very young, Koko got ill. She had to stay in the zoo hospital until she got better, and was then moved into a special nursery in the Children’s Zoo. The kind humans who worked there often hugged her and played with her. Koko loved this, of course!
One day, a new human with long yellow fur on her head came to visit. Koko did not recognise her and felt shy. The newcomer picked Koko up, though, and the gorilla had a chance to sniff her. She smelled nice!
The human made a gesture with her fingers. Koko didn’t know what this meant, so she pulled the human’s hair.
The nice-smelling human laughed.



		From the day she was born in 1971, Koko the gorilla was always the centre of attention. She and her mother Jackie lived in San Francisco Zoo, and hundreds of humans came to see her every day!



		Queen Koko
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Koko thought that this new visitor was fun! The human made some more signs with her hands. One of the gestures looked a bit like beckoning, so Koko decided that it meant ‘come here’.
Koko went over to her! The human was impressed by how clever Koko was, and patted her.
The golden-haired stranger was called Francine. Koko decided that she was a good human, and they became friends. The two of them would go for walks around the zoo together and look at the animals. The llamas were Koko’s favourites – they would run away in a panic when Koko charged towards them!
Before giving Koko food or drink, Francine would make funny gestures with her hands. Koko was hungry and wanted to eat, but she tried to understand what Francine’s signals meant…
Koko decided to experiment. She imitated one of the gestures with her fingers – and a happy Francine gave her a piece of apple!
Koko realised that she could use these hand signs to tell humans what she wanted. Her gorilla mouth couldn’t make the same sounds that humans made, but her gorilla fingers could copy the signs Francine showed her!
She used the food sign to get her favourite snacks – peanut butter sandwiches, meat, cottage cheese, corn on the cob and her special bread, made from rice and raisins.
Koko also learned more (which got her more of something).
The gorilla soon figured out other signs as well, like drink, out, dog, come-gimme, up, that and toothbrush.
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Bossing humans around was fun! Koko decided to put different signs together. She made the gimme gesture, followed by sweet. When she saw this, Francine gave Koko a sweet – she was smart for a human!
Before long, Koko was using up when she wanted to be picked up, pillow when she needed to rest, and wiper when something had to be cleaned up. She used that sign a lot because Koko hated mud. If she wanted to be rude to someone, she would call them dirty – or even toilet dirty if they really deserved it!
Lots of humans wanted to see Koko’s signing skills. She became a star at the zoo and was given lots of treats, too!
As Koko grew up, she became very big and strong. One day, a human visitor knocked on the glass of the nursery area. Koko knocked back a little too hard – and the window broke! The humans got scared and ran around in a panic. Koko was confused, and didn’t have the right signs to explain what had happened!
After that, the gorilla was moved into her own special trailer. It was nice and quiet, and well away from the crowds of visitors.
Koko was fond of her new home. She had her toys there, and a nest to sleep in. She made it herself, out of a motorcycle tyre and some blankets. It was much more comfortable than a human bed!
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One morning, Francine signalled for Koko to get into the car. Koko liked to go for car rides, so she climbed into the back with Francine. The car went out of the gates of the zoo and onto the highway, towing Koko’s trailer behind it.
Koko enjoyed looking out of the window at the traffic and the ever-changing scenery. But this car ride was far longer than any she had been on before, and the gorilla began to get worried.
Go home, she signed. Francine tried to comfort her, but Koko was so nervous that she peed on the seat! After a long journey, they pulled into a driveway. Koko saw grassy hills and shady trees outside. This new place smelled strange, and she could hear chickens...
Koko didn’t like birds or their pointy beaks – they were scary! Go home, she signed again.
That night, Koko climbed into her nest – but she couldn’t get to sleep. The strange noises in this place upset her! Francine comforted her all through the night.
It took Koko more than a month to get used to her new home in the country. It was quieter than the zoo, with no noisy animals or crowds of visitors making human mouth-noises. The air was fresh, too.
Koko enjoyed her new routine – getting up, having breakfast, and then doing her signing lessons. Francine was very impressed by how fast she learned, and other scientists came to ‘talk’ with her.
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Koko liked meeting new people, but answering the same questions all the time got boring. She began playing jokes on the ‘smart’ humans.
One scientist asked her what colour her grey blanket was.
Red, Koko signed.
No, signed the scientist. Grey!
But Koko picked a bit of red fluff off the blanket and showed it to them with a grin!
Story time was Koko’s favourite time of the day. After her lessons, dinner and play time, Francine would read stories to her. Her favourite book was called The Three Little Kittens.
When Francine asked what Koko wanted for Christmas, she signed nuts, doll, cat.
On Christmas morning, Koko was very excited. She quickly unwrapped the nuts and doll, but she was really interested in the last present.
When she ripped it open, the gorilla found… a toy cat, made of concrete! Koko was very upset and signed red cat again and again to show that she was angry about the gift.
Francine decided to make Koko’s wish come true. Six weeks later, the gorilla awoke to find three little kittens in her room!
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Koko had a long and happy life at her home in the Gorilla Foundation in California. Her best friend, Francine Patterson, and the other scientists taught her 1,000 different signs in American Sign Language – this meant that she had the vocabulary of a human toddler.
Koko was very skilled with signs – she would join them together in clever ways, make jokes, and even tell lies! She helped people to realise that animals could develop language skills and have well-developed emotions. Scientists and celebrities alike wanted to meet her!
Francine wrote a book about her sign language research, called The Education of Koko, as well as a children’s book about the gorilla and All Ball, called Koko’s Kitten. Both were very successful, and helped people to realise how much we have to learn from our gorilla relatives!



		

What happened next....



		She was delighted and inspected them carefully – they were just like the ones in her favourite story!
“Which one do you want?” Francine asked.
Koko pointed at the little grey tabby. She liked him because he had no tail – just like her!
“What will you call him?” the human asked.
All Ball, Koko signed. Because he had no tail, he looked like a fluffy ball!
“And what are you, then?” Francine asked.
Koko would usually answer, gorilla. But today, she made a different sign: queen.
She grinned happily. Queen Koko was the luckiest gorilla in the world!
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QUEEN KOKO™

lFrom the day she was born in 1971, Koko the gorilla was
always the centre of attention. She and her mother

Jackie lived in San Francisco Zoo, and hundreds of
humans came to see her every day!

The visitors thought that Koko was very cute and
funny. They made lots of strange human mouth-
sounds while they stared at her!

When she was still very young, Koko got ill.

She had to stay in the zoo hospital until she

got better, and was then moved into a special
nursery in the Children’s Zoo. The kind humans
who worked there often hugged her and played
with her. Koko loved this, of course! \

One day, a new human with long yellow
fur on her head came to visit. Koko did
not recognise her and felt shy. The
newcomer picked Koko up, though,
and the gorilla had a chance to sniff
her. She smelled nice!

The human made a gesture with her
fingers. Koko didn’t know what this
meant, so she pulled the human’s hair.

The nice-smelling human laughed.
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