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The camel that she and her little sister Maryam were riding on rocked back and forth like a boat as it walked across the sand.
“Why did we have to leave our home?” she asked her father, who was riding on the camel in front of hers.
He turned around in his saddle and looked at her kindly.
“Because there was a war in Tunisia,” he said, “and all the trouble that comes with it. I did not want you or little Maryam to grow up in such a dangerous place.”
“But where are we going?”
Her father smiled. “Our new home will be in Fez, near the shores of the western ocean. They say it is a city where people live in peace!”



		When Fatima woke up, she thought she was at sea! The sand dunes of the desert looked silvery in the moonlight – like waves on the ocean.
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This comforted Fatima. Her father was a wise man, and she trusted him. She soon fell asleep again, holding her sister in her arms.
When they arrived in Fez, though, Fatima wasn’t impressed. It was a town made up of lots of square brick buildings stacked together like toy blocks, and it was full of people. The little girl found it noisy and dirty and confusing!
She stared at the bustling streets. There were people from all over Africa there.
“They came here to live in peace – just like we did!” her father explained. He found them a house to live in and set up a little shop in an alley.
Fatima’s father had been a merchant in Tunisia, and he knew how to sell things! He sold what people needed at a fair price, and soon had customers lined up down the street.
He was good at mathematics, too, and kept track of the money he made in a big book. Fatima loved to watch as he added up the neat columns of figures.
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“Will you teach me how to do sums?” she asked him one day.
“Of course, my dear girl!” he grinned. “I will teach you and Maryam maths, and reading, and religion. Everyone should have an education, because learning things makes us better people!”
In the evening, their father gave the girls lessons. He also introduced them to books, and they soon became avid readers.
The girls helped him to run the shop, too. Maryam would serve customers, while Fatima added up all the money they made.
The business became even more successful with two clever girls working there! The family moved into a larger house, with a bigger shop underneath.
The city of Fez also grew bigger and more prosperous. It became a wonderful place to live!
Many years went by. The girls began looking after the shop by themselves and became successful businesswomen.
When their father got ill and passed on, he left them gifts – a letter and an ornate chest that he had kept hidden for many years.
The letter said, “My daughters, I am so proud of you! I have left you the treasure in this chest – and I know you are wise enough to use it well. With all my love, your father.”
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They opened the chest and saw that it was full of gold coins!
“What will we do with so much money?” asked Maryam, feeling a little overwhelmed.
Fatima was the more thoughtful sister of the two. She pondered the question of how to invest the money. Her father had given them an education, and it had made their lives better. How could she do the same for the people of Fez?
Finally, she smiled at her sister.
“I think I know what our father would want us to do!”
She spent that night sharing her vision with Maryam. The two young women knew they had a lot of work to do to make Fatima’s plans a reality!
First, they used some of the goldto buy an area of land in the city. Then, Fatima went to Fez’s best architect. She told him, “I have a great idea, and I need you to design a new kind of building for me!”
She showed him some rough plans that she had sketched. Though she had no experience with building, her head was full of wonderful ideas!
The architect didn’t know what to think, because he had never seen anything like it! He decided to take on the job of designing this new and visionary building. This was a chance to create something special!
The builders soon started work. After only a few months, the new building’s high walls and green roofs were complete!
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Fatima al-Fihri founded the al-Qarawiyyin Mosque in 857 - 859 CE, and it grew into the University of al-Qarawiyyin – the first university in the world! It became famous as one of the greatest centres of learning in Africa. Students could study religion, logic, mathematics, geography, medicine and other subjects.
The university was expanded over hundreds of years. Housing was built for those who came to study from far-off places and needed somewhere to stay.
The university gave out qualifications to people who studied different things. It may even have awarded the first known degree in medicine, in 1207 CE.
The University of al-Qarawiyyin has been running continuously for more than a thousand years, and became one of Morocco’s state universities in 1963. Despite the fact that it was founded by a woman, though, female students weren’t admitted until the 1940s!



		

What happened next...



		It was an impressive design, with four long aisles of stone arches, a tall white minaret and a central courtyard.
“What is this building going to be?” the locals asked. No one knew the answer!
When the construction was finished, Fatima and Maryam announced that the al-Qarawiyyin Mosque was open.
“It is a place where people can come to find peace and pray!” she told the gathered crowds, who looked at it in awe. “This is my gift to the city that welcomed me and my family many years ago, and became our home. But this building is also a school! There are many classrooms and libraries filled with books from all over the world. The wisest teachers will be invited to share their knowledge here. I hope it will educate people for many hundreds of years to come.”
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    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '48%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-in{0%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1)}' +
      '52%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1.04)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-pop{0%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}65%{transform:scale(1.12);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-unpop{0%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}}' +
      '.pt-fold{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-closing{animation:pt-out ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
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  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
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    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
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  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
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    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
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  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
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    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
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    function paint() {
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      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
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    }
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    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
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    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
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    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
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    function expand() {
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