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Most mammals would panic if this happened to them, but not Carlito! He was lucky enough to be a capybara, a wonderful rodent that is just as happy in the water as it is on land...
He waded up onto the riverbank, his clawed feet digging into the mud. He gave a little bark and his wife and two pups popped their heads out of the river. They shook the water from their fur and trotted up to him!
They were joined by the other members of their group. There were dozens of them, because capybaras love company! Carlito was the biggest one in the herd, so he was the leader. They began grazing on the fresh grass that grew on the bank and chewing it up with their big teeth.
There was a fluttering sound, and Carlito felt something land on his back. It was a little bird!
“Good morning, Carlito!” she chirped cheerfully. “Do you need me to pick any bugs today?”
Carlito peered at her with his big, serious eyes.
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“That would be wonderful! There’s a troublesome tick right between my shoulders!”
The bird picked the bug up in her beak and swallowed it.
“Mmmm, delicious!” she said as she flew away. “See you tomorrow!”
The sun rose higher in the sky and it started to get hot.
Carlito shook himself. “What a warm day!” he thought. “It’s time for a dip!”
He gave a series of barks, and the rest of the herd followed him to the riverbank. The river had been flooded by heavy rains and the current was strong, but the capybaras had no trouble paddling through it. Their webbed toes worked like swimming fins!
They found plenty of tasty water plants growing on the riverbed.
Carlito and his family chewed them up hungrily – they were even yummier than grass!
“A true capybara is always hungry!” he said – and they all chuckled.
Just then, they spotted an animal clinging to a branch a little way downstream. It was tiny and furry with big dark eyes. How curious!
Carlito ducked his head under the surface and began paddling towards the creature. He closed his ears to stop water getting in them and swam past submerged logs and weeds as small fish flitted out of his way.
Everyone was impressed by his quick thinking and bravery – but a bit worried too! One of his little pups shouted, “Be careful, Papa!”
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The baby marmoset on the branch was surprised when a large head popped out of the river beside him. The capybara had a big snout, a serious look – and water-weed on his head.
“Hello!” said Carlito in a quiet and dignified voice.
The big-eyed marmoset was nervous, but he remembered his manners. “Hello!” he replied. “What are you? Do you live in the river like a fish?”
The rodent smiled proudly.
“I’m a capybara! My family and I live on land and in water – we get the best of both worlds! But how did a little marmoset like you end up in the middle of this big river?”
“My mum and I were in a tree on an island, but it has been flooded!” chattered the primate.
“I fell into the water, and my mother and many other animals had to take refuge in the trees!”
The capybara chewed thoughtfully on a piece of greenery and said, “We can help you! Climb aboard!”
The marmoset clambered onto the capybara’s barrel-like back and held on tight. Carlito gave several barks, and two dozen more capybaras popped out of the water beside him.
“We have to help this little fellow and the other animals stuck in the trees. Follow me!” he said.
The mother marmoset was clinging to tree branches in the middle of the river. She was having a terrible day! Her beloved baby had fallen into the floodwaters, and she was worried sick!
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The other animals around her looked just as nervous – the porcupine, the anteater, the tree rat and the armadillo. They were feeling trapped and hopeless!
Just then, the mother saw something strange in the river. More furry heads than she could count were coming towards her – and clinging to the one in front was her beloved son!
“Hi, Mum!” he chattered. “I made some awesome new friends, and they can help us!”
The castaways in the trees were surprised to see these new visitors. They climbed onto their backs, and were soon being paddled to the riverbank. It certainly was an amazing sight!
All the animals were grateful to their furry heroes.
“Thank you ever so much!” the little marmoset said.
“It was a pleasure!” replied Carlito in his serious way. “Perhaps we will meet again sometime?”
He winked. “I can give you a piggyback ride around the meadow, if you like!”
When Carlito barked again, the herd of capybaras wandered off into the forest together.
The marmoset hugged his mother and said, “When I grow up, I want to be just as cool as a capybara!”
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