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He was a good king, and he was troubled by how hard his people had to work, day in and day out.
“They labour in the hot sun, growing crops and building houses and roads,” he declared. “What can I do to make their lives easier?”
One of his advisors spoke up. “O great Essiya, you are the king of all the people of Calabar – and the birds and animals as well. Why not get them to help your people with their work?”



		Calabar is an ancient city on the banks of a wide river in Africa. Many years ago, long before your grandmother or grandfather was born, it was ruled by a king named Essiya.



		The Chief ofTHE BIRDS
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“What a good idea!” said the king. He called for his councillors and servants and musicians and set off towards the jungle at the edge of the city. When they arrived, Essiya told his trumpeter to blow a blast on his horn.
All the birds and animals of the forest wanted to see who was making such a noise! The elephant came, and so did the hyrax, the aardvark and the gaboon viper. The colobus monkey and the gorilla emerged from the trees, as did the hawk and the warthog, the pangolin and the heron and many other birds besides. The hippo poked his head out of the brown water of the river, and with him were the perch and the manatee. They were curious about what Essiya had to say!
“Birds and beasts of Calabar!” announced the king, “I am your ruler – and that is why I am asking you to help my people with their daily work. One creature of the air, one creature of the forest and one creature of the river shall be the chief of their kind. They will rule their subjects and must arrange for them to help the humans in their labours!”
The creatures nodded andagreed that this was fair.
The animals of the forest quickly chose their chief.
“It must be the elephant, who is the biggest of all!” piped up the hyrax. The elephant herself gave a deep rumble, which meant that she agreed.
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None of the river animals wanted to be a chief. “It sounds too much like hard work!” muttered the crocodile as he blinked his little eyes.
“Oh, I suppose I could do it, then!” the hippo yawned.
But the birds could not decide on who should be their chief. They croaked and chirped and argued for hours on end.
The hawk said the fastest flier should rule, but the flamingo fluffed up his feathers and stated that a chief should be fabulous! The hornbill said they should choose by bill size, while the heron said it had to be by leg length.
All of these were drowned out by the pelican, the partridge and the
plover, who angrily protested that they were the obvious choice.
The king covered his ears.
“SHUT UP!” he bellowed in a most unkingly way. “Since you cannot agree, you must all compete to see who will become chief. Come here at sunrise for a battle royale!”
The birds thought this was a brilliant idea, for they all believed they would win. At dawn the next day, they were ready to compete!
When the king’s trumpet player blew his horn, the great battle of the birds began! They started attacking each other...
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The long-legged heron and flamingo kicked the plover and the hornbill over, but the partridge got revenge by pecking at the tall birds’ toes, making them flap away. The hawk tried to swoop down and frighten his foes, but the pelican caught him in her giant bill!
The air was filled with feathers and the cries of battling birds. Then, a piercing shriek made them stop.
The sound came from the great African fish eagle, who was watching the battle from a nearby branch. He stared down at the other birds, and they trembled in fear.
The fish eagle spoke. “I think that you should stop this fighting and
make me your chief. If I have to join in your silly battle, I will be… upset.”
The other birds couldn’t help but notice the sharpness of the eagle’s talons, and the size of his hooked beak. He was also confident and determined! The rest of the birds decided that the fish eagle would make an amazing chief and ended their fight.
That was how the fish eagle became the ruler of all the birds. His subjects helped the people of Calabar in their daily tasks, and the king was most grateful for their help! With all of the creatures working together, the city became greater and more prosperous than ever before.
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    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
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    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
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    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
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      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
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      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
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      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
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    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
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    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
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    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
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    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
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      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
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    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
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    if (window.MutationObserver) {
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        var now = false;
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  }
  function run() {
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