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An extra Ordinary Day!



		Alastair looked into the mirror and told himself that everything was going to be okay. It was normal to be nervous about going to a new school.



		“Of course it is!” said the ghost that lived in the mirror. “Just remember, don’t talk about magic at school, and you’ll fit in perfectly.”
Alastair put on his new uniform, which included a shirt, blazer and trousers. These clothes felt very tight compared to his usual loose robe!
He dodged around the magic broom in the hallway and went downstairs. In the kitchen, his mother was mixing up a bowl of... porridge?
“A taste of the non-magical life,” she said with a wink.
Alastair tried the grey goop. It tasted a bit better once he cast a ‘sweeten’ spell on it.
While he was eating, his little sister Agnes was casting spells on Jenkin, the family cat. She’d learned the ‘colour’ enchantment at Junior Witches’ Camp, and poor Jenkin’s tail was now bright red.
There was a jingling sound as the bat-clock in the living room struck seven.
“Time for you to go!” his mum said cheerfully.
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“You’ll have to run to catch the… what do you call it?”
“Bus, mum! Love you, bye!”
“Have a magical day – without the spells!” Jenkin meowed as Alastair hurried out the door.
As the boy ran to the bus stop, many thoughts went through his head. He was looking forward to learning new things at school, but would he find it boring without magic and enchantment to liven things up? Would he make friends, or would the other kids think he was weird?
Alastair’s mum thought it was very important to fit in and learn about subjects apart from magic and potions… but he wasn’t so sure yet!
When he got to the bus stop, another kid was already there. He had braces on his teeth and was wearing a blazer that looked the same as Alastair’s.
“Oh, another St Cuthbert’s boy!” the kid said as he stuck out his hand. “I’m Olly, nice to meet you!”
Alastair shook it nervously. “Hi, I’m Alastair Pickersgill.”
Olly grinned. “I like that purple bit in your hair. Very punk!”
Alastair’s heart sank. Agnes’s magic struck again. So much for fitting in!
When the bus pulled up, Alastair was surprised when the doors opened by themselves. Perhaps the ‘ordinary’ world had wonders of its own...
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The bus was crowded and noisy! Kids around Alastair were chatting about things he didn’t understand, like ‘apps’ and video games. It was very confusing! He wondered if his mum would be upset if he used magic to make himself invisible…just for a bit!
Alastair was glad to have met Olly, though. When they got to school, his new friend showed him where to go and what to do. The boy was even in the same class.
Their first lesson was chemistry, which was a bit like making potions. Mrs McCraddle explained that different substances behaved in different ways when you mixed them together.
She demonstrated by pouring baking soda into a test tube with vinegar. Alastair was amazed when the tube filled with foam, which shot into the air. “It’s like magic!” he gasped.
“Yes, you are absolutely right, Alastair!” smiled Mrs McCraddle.
But when Alastair tried to do the same thing, something went wrong. There was a BANG, and a cloud of stinky smoke billowed out of his test tube. Perhaps the spell Agnes had cast on him that morning interfered with the experiment?
In their English lesson, each pupil had to talk about a book they had read over the holidays. His classmates had read all sorts of things he had never heard of.
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When it was Alastair’s turn, he told them about The Diaries of John Dee.
“Dee was a very interesting fellow!” Alastair said quickly. “He was an alchemist, astronomer, spy and advisor to Queen Elizabeth I. I learned a lot of spells…”
Oops! Alastair remembered what the ghost had told him about not mentioning magic. “I mean, I learned a lot of facts from this book.”
He felt his cheeks grow hot as he blushed. But then Olly stood up to tell the class about The Neverending Story, and nobody noticed that Alastair had mentioned spells!
The last lesson of the day was PE, so everyone changed into their kit.
A chilly wind was blowing over the football pitch, and Alastair shivered in his shorts and T-shirt. He was too nervous to admit that he didn’t know anything about the ‘football’ game they were playing.
“It looks like everyone wants the ball, but they can’t touch it with their hands,” he thought. “Unless you are a ‘goalkeeper’ in a different-coloured shirt, of course...”
Alastair heard a yell as the ball bounced towards him. “I’ll try to kick it into that goal thing,” he told himself. “Everyone goes wild when the ball goes in that direction!”
Alastair swung his leg wildly. There was a thunk, and the ball soared straight into the net!



		
			[image: ]
		

	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
Spot It! Can you find all these objects in this scene? Point to each one when you spot them!
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“That’s what I’m meant to
do, right?” he asked.
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Answer: There are seven footballs!



		
How many footballs are there in this picture? Count your answer with your fingers!
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“Sort of,” said Olly, “but that’s our goal. You’ve just scored an own-goal, you see…”
The laughter of the opposing team echoed in Alastair’s ears as he went to get changed.
“I don’t know if I really fit in here,” he admitted to Olly.
“Oh, don’t worry, everyone feels that way sometimes,” Olly replied with a grin. “Me and my friends have an after-school club, you should come!”
Alastair followed Olly down the corridors to a classroom.
On the wall was a big banner with ‘ST CUTHBERT MAGIC SOCIETY’ written on it.
Inside were five other kids who were fiddling with wands and shuffling decks of cards.
“Welcome to our club!” Olly told him. “We all love doing magic tricks and sharing them with each other!”
The other kids smiled and waved.
Olly pointed at Alastair with a grin. “This is the new kid I’ve been telling you about. So, do you have any cool tricks to share?”
Alastair smiled and said, “I know a few of them, actually!”
It turned out that any day could be extraordinary, if you have friends and a little bit of magic! 
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OEBPS/pt/toggle.js
(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '48%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-in{0%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1)}' +
      '52%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1.04)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-pop{0%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}65%{transform:scale(1.12);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-unpop{0%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}}' +
      '.pt-fold{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-closing{animation:pt-out ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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