

		
			[image: ]
		

		



BAMSE



		the Sea Dog



		One day many years ago, in the town of Honningsvåg in Norway, a sea captain named Erling Hafto came home carrying a very special gift – a little puppy.



		It was the little dog’s first time away from home and he was nervous, but Erling gave him a basket to sleep in, next to the fire in the Haftos’ little wooden house.
The captain’s four children fell in love with the puppy immediately. “What shall we call him?” asked Captain Hafto.
“He is cuddly like a teddy bear, so we should call him Bamse!” declared his daughter Vigdis. ‘Bamse’ is the Norwegian word for teddy bear, and they all agreed that it was the perfect name for such an adorable dog.
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Bamse may have been a small puppy when he arrived in Honningsvåg, but that didn’t last long. You see, he was a Saint Bernard, and they are BIG dogs that grow quickly – in fact, Bamse soon outgrew his basket.
Saint Bernards are also known for having big hearts, and Bamse was certainly no exception! He took care of the Hafto children as if they were his own puppies, herding them through town to visit their father at the harbour, and even giving them rides on his broad back!
Mrs Hafto was slightly less happy about having Bamse around. She was already very busy raising four children in a little house, and Bamse was so burly and strong that he could swipe
everything off the table just by wagging his tail.
And that wasn’t the worst thing. “That dog is always hungry!” she complained. “He will eat us out of house and home!”
Bamse didn’t know this, of course, but war was coming to Norway. Germany had begun invading its neighbours in Europe, and Norway was the next target. Captain Hafto joined the Royal Norwegian Navy to help protect his country and was put in command of a small ship called the Thorodd.
The family was upset that he was going to war, and his wife told him, “I can’t take care of four kids and a big dog while you’re away – you have to take Bamse with you!”
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That was how the Thorodd became Bamse’s new home. He was sad to leave his family, but Captain Hafto was there to keep him company, and he got his own cabin – a broom closet.
Bamse quickly became everyone’s favourite member of the crew because he was so friendly. The sailors made him an official member of the Navy and gave him his own sailor’s hat!
When Germany invaded Norway, Bamse and the rest of the crew soon discovered what it was like to be at war! German planes shot at the little ship or tried to drop bombs on it.
Many dogs would have tried to hide from the sound of bombs and gunfire, but not Bamse. He climbed onto the ship’s anti-aircraft gun platform and barked at the attacking German
planes while the gun fired away behind him. The sailors were worried that Bamse might get hurt, so they made him a special helmet to wear. He was a fine sight as he stood high above the ship, courageously looking for enemies on the horizon!
Despite the bravery of the Norwegian defenders, the Germans managed to conquer the country. King Haakon and his family escaped and went to the UK where they could keep fighting for their country’s freedom. Captain Hafto and the crew of the Thorodd followed him too.
Many of the crew were scared – they were at war, their home had been conquered, and now they were going to a foreign land.



		
			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

			
				[image: ]
			

		

		
			
				
					
				
			

		

	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
Luckily, they all had a best friend to keep them company: Bamse! After weeks at sea, they became like a family, and Bamse gave comfort to his nervous shipmates.
Bamse relied on the crew for comfort too, of course… sometimes a sailor would wake up in the middle of the night with a wet nose in their face! This happened when Bamse was feeling seasick and needed some pats to help him feel better. The Thorodd was a good home really, but sometimes he missed the comfort of his old life in Honningsvåg and warm nights by the fireplace.
The Thorodd was given the job of finding mines, which are underwater
bombs that blow up when a ship hits them. This was very dangerous work, and took a lot of courage. The crew worked tirelessly in the months that followed, finding mines and saving many ships from getting sunk, while Bamse faithfully kept them company.
Bamse’s ship was based in Scotland and soon he got used to living there. He joined the sailors when they went into town and helped keep them out of trouble, herding everyone back to the ship when it was dark. If anyone objected, he would stand up on his hind legs, put his forepaws on their shoulders, and stare at them until they did what he wanted!
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He certainly knew how to make everyone notice he was around – but he was a good fellow and very helpful. His shipmates even got him a special bus pass so he could take a bus whenever he wanted – and get a lot of pats from the passengers, too.
One thing the Scots, the Norwegians, and other Allied sailors all loved was football! Bamse often joined in, knocking everybody out of the way and running off with the ball! In one game between Polish and Norwegian sailors, Bamse chased the ball right off the ship and had to be fished out
of the harbour. That’s how he overcame his fear of water.
Soon, Scotland became his new home. He even got a taste for local food and sniffed out new treats in town. At lunchtime, he would go and visit the young ladies who were working in the ammunition factories to get pats and sandwiches, then go to the baker’s for broken pastries and get trimmings from the butcher. His sailor friends liked to come along, because hanging around with a big cuddly dog was a good way to make friends with Scottish people, even if they couldn’t speak Norwegian!
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Those years of war were very eventful and certainly Bamse would have many stories to tell – if only he could speak! But he was sure his friends would be talking about their adventures together for many years to come. It’s not often one comes across such a brave sailor dog!
Bamse would always be a much-loved hero and mascot, not just for his friends on the Thorodd, but for all the Norwegians who were fighting for freedom. The Scots that gave him his second home adopted this brave Saint Bernard as one of their own, and he became a symbol of friendship between the two nations, touching the heart of everyone he met on his voyages.



		
What happened next?



		Though this might seem like a story from an adventure movie, Bamse was a real dog who is still loved and remembered in both Norway and Scotland. He joined the Norwegian Navy on 9 February 1940 and went to Scotland on the Thorodd after Norway was conquered. He had many adventures there.
When Germany was defeated by the Allies (including the Free Norwegian forces), the crew of the Thorodd was able to return home, but sadly Bamse was not with them – he died of natural causes on the dock beside his ship on 23 July 1944.
However, Bamse is still remembered as a beloved hero by Norwegians, and he was awarded the ‘Norwegian Order of Dogs’ medal. Statues of Bamse were put up in Montrose in Scotland and in Honningsvåg, Norway, to celebrate this heroic hound.
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OEBPS/pt/toggle.js
(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '48%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-in{0%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1)}' +
      '52%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1.04)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-pop{0%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}65%{transform:scale(1.12);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-unpop{0%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}}' +
      '.pt-fold{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-closing{animation:pt-out ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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