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		A spooktacular Party!



		

Edgar peered through the gap between the curtains. The sun was setting, but he could see mysterious figures moving around outside the house across the street.



		That old building had been boarded-up and empty ever since he could remember. Its paint had peeled, and weeds and ivy had taken over the garden. But now… he could see strangers carrying furniture, suitcases and strangely shaped boxes out of a truck and into the house.
Edgar kept an eye on the place across the street for the next few days. The new neighbours hardly ever went out – at least in daylight. Well, one of them did. She was a new student at his school. In fact, she was in his class!
The teacher asked her to stand up on her first day and introduce herself. She wore a normal uniform, but with a big black hat and huge sunglasses. She looked a bit shy.
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“Hi everybody…” she said, with a bit of a tremble in her voice. “My family just moved here from Dunwich… Oh, and my name is Lucretia, but you can call me ‘Lulu’…”
At lunchtime, Lulu didn’t come out to play. Instead, she sat in the shade and read a big leather-bound book. Edgar noticed that she didn’t have lunch with the rest of the class, but sipped some bright red liquid from a bottle.
During library time, Edgar made his way between the shelves towards the reference section.
He pulled down the DICTIONARY OF THE SUPERNATURAL and flicked through the pages to the ‘V’ section. UFO, Underworld, Unicorn…. And there it was: Vampire. Edgar quickly shut the book once he had read the entry.
He could feel the hairs on the back of his neck stand on end.
From that day on, Edgar did his best to steer clear of Lulu at school, and kept a close watch on the house across the street. He would huddle by an upstairs window with his grandad’s old bird-watching binoculars.
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One night, when a full moon was soaring through the clouds, Edgar noticed a hairy figure scratching and snuffling around the neighbour’s garden. It looked a bit like a dog… but far bigger and shaggier! When it threw back its head and howled, Edgar ran to his room and hid under the bed...
Edgar became tired, grumpy and stressed from worrying about his weird neighbours. He even lost his appetite! At breakfast, he stirred his cereal while his dad went through the morning mail.
“Bill, bill, supermarket coupons… oh, what is THIS?”
His dad held up a piece of curly parchment paper. It had fancy writing on it, done with an ink pen.
“The new people across the street are having a Halloween party on Saturday, and we’re invited! Isn’t that nice?”
Edgar felt his hair stand on end again. A drop of cold sweat trickled down his back, and his heart beat faster.
“Dad, do we have to go?” he finally managed to say.
His dad chuckled. “Of course, it would be rude not to!”
Edgar spent the rest of the week trying to convince his dad that they didn’t have to go to the party, but it was no good. On Saturday evening, he found himself being marched to the neighbours’ front door. To make things worse, he was dressed as an onion.
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		He had wanted to go as a bulb of garlic, but his dad said that was a silly idea. An onion was the next best thing!
When his dad rapped at the door, Edgar was about to bolt… but it creaked open before he could move.
A tall, thin figure popped into view around the door. It was a tall man, wearing a dark suit and a red cloak. He was smiling in a friendly way, but Edgar couldn’t help but notice his long and pointy teeth!
“Oh, you must be Edgar and Allan! So happy you could come. Sorry about the door, I have been meaning to oil it!”
The tall figure introduced himself as Vlad Alucard.
“We just moved here from the Old Country, and haven’t had a chance to fix up this
old house yet. Love the cool onion costume, Edgar. How... original!”
He led them into the living room, where there was a long table laden with snacks. Some of the other neighbours were mingling, looking around, and chatting to Mrs Alucard. She was a tall, pale woman with hair that was as purple as a plum.
Edgar spotted some tall glasses of bright red liquid on the table. His blood ran cold.
He pointed at the glasses with a trembling finger and asked, “Is that…”
Mr Alucard gave a big toothy grin “Yes, that’s our favourite home-made smoothie – it has healthy beets and berries in it. You must try some!”
Edgar and his dad sipped the red juice. It was quite nice!



		
			[image: ]
		

	

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
“You’re Edgar, right? From my class?” Edgar turned around and saw Lulu. She wasn’t wearing her big hat, but was dressed in a sunflower costume.
“Y-y-yes…” he stammered.
“I wanted to say hi! It’s tough to make friends at school because I can’t play outside. I get bad sunburn, you see. Want a tour of the house?”
She guided him through the crowd and up the stairs. The walls were covered with pictures of places her family had visited – mostly dark castles and ancient ruins.
“Your mum and dad really like pictures of old stuff, don’t they?” Edgar said.
Lulu rolled her eyes. “Of course! They are famous archaeologists who love digging up old ruins and collecting strange objects!”
When they went back down to the party, they bumped into a hairy chap who was scratching himself. He had a big shaggy beard.
“Oh, sorry! I’m Lulu’s uncle Raoul. Isn’t the moon lovely this evening?”



	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
After everyone had enjoyed the fruit juice and snacks, it was time to dance! Uncle Raoul stood by the giant stereo and pumped up the tunes. Before long, everyone was shaking and jumping and swaying to the beat. Mr and Mrs Alucard began doing a waltz, spinning around each other… and floated into the air. Everybody cheered! Lulu nudged him. “Hey! Check this out!”
There was a ‘pop’, and his classmate transformed into a furry little bat that flipped and fluttered around in time with the music!
Edgar’s dad and the other neighbours clapped when they saw her cool party trick. Edgar grinned. His new neighbours might not be exactly like everyone else – but they certainly were fun to hang out with!
All the guests had a blast and didn’t want to leave. It was well past midnight when the Alucards waved goodbye to their visitors.
As they walked down the garden path, Edgar told his dad, “I had a great time! What do you think they will be doing for Christmas?”
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OEBPS/pt/toggle.js
(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '48%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-in{0%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1)}' +
      '52%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1.04)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-pop{0%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}65%{transform:scale(1.12);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-unpop{0%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}}' +
      '.pt-fold{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-closing{animation:pt-out ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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