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“It is the most beautiful and peaceful place in the whole world!” he would say with a twinkle in his eye. “There, you might see birds and flowers found nowhere else on Earth. It is so high that it pierces the clouds, and there is a waterfall that plunges into thin air. Sometimes, it creates rainbows in the sky.”



		When they were very young, Jack, Lily, Alex and Emma’s grandfather told them wonderful stories about the Infinite Mountain.



		Journey to theInfinite Mountain
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ASK FOR Stories!
Grandparents are thebest storytellers in the world! Ask them to share some tales about their adventures and placesthey have been!



		
The children would fall asleep and dream of fantastic flowers and strange creatures that could be found on the Infinite Mountain.
A few years later, their grandfather passed away. In one of his drawers they found a brown envelope. On it, he had written these words: ‘To my dearest grandchildren’.
The children opened the envelope and gazed in wonder at the creased old map they found inside. In faded ink was a drawing of a mountain with its name written beside it.
“The Invisible Mountain!” breathed Emma. “It’s real!” She was very smart, but sometimes got her words mixed up. They all smiled at her.
The four children wanted to see the mountain for themselves, but it was in the middle of a jungle. How could they get to it?
“Let’s borrow an ox-cart from Mr Morgan!” Lily said. But the heavy cart was too wide for the narrow forest tracks and its woodenwheels got stuck in the mud. After trying to push the cart through the jungle for many hours, they gave up and returned it to its owner.
“What about horses?” Jack asked.
They got saddles and began their ride down the jungle trails. Lupa the family dog trotted along behind.
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They ducked under vines and galloped along winding tracks. But when they reached the path up the mountain, the horses’ hooves kept slipping on the wet rocks.
The kids dismounted and tried to lead the horses, but the animals whinnied and refused to go further.
The kids returned to town, sweaty and covered in bug bites. Miss Costner, the lady who ran the grocery shop, smiled at them kindly.
“If you want to get to that mysterious mountain, you need my Jeep! She rattles a bit, but she’s tough! I’ve taken her down forest trails and even across flooded rivers!”
The siblings wasted no time getting ready. This time, it was going to work!
They loaded Lupa and their gear into the Jeep and set off with Miss Costner driving. The vehicle bumped over rocks and roots in the jungle – it was like being in a tumble dryer! In the end, the steep hills were too much for the Jeep.
The radiator cap popped off with a blast of steam, and the engine stopped. Alex sighed. “It’s no good! Let’s wait for the engine to cool down and then drive back to town!”
But Lily wasn’t ready to give up yet.
“No, let’s hike the rest of the way to the mountain! We can camp along the way, and we have enough food to eat...”
The others weren’t so sure, but Lily convinced them.
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The four children waved goodbye to Miss Costner. With their dog, they started to hike through the forest. The kids walked for three days, following the faded map and cutting through the thick bushes that blocked their way.
Their feet were sore and they were often drenched by drizzle, but they encouraged each other to keep going. When the children spotted the mountain ahead, their hearts beat faster. They were nearly there!
The kids reached the path up the mountain. The climb looked steep and the peak was hidden in the clouds. But one after another, they started up the rocky path.
Soon, all of the kids were gasping for breath! But they kept going, driven by the excitement of the adventure. Only Lupa the dog seemed tireless. She rushed ahead, eager to see what awaited them.
Before long, the children were among the clouds and couldn’t see more than a few metres in front of themselves. They had been hot, but it now got terribly chilly!
The kids heard a bark from ahead of them. Jack, Lily, Alex and Emma pushed onwards. The path became less steep, and the air seemed less misty.
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Suddenly, they found themselves above the clouds. On the wide mountaintop, they saw green grass and beautiful trees, bathed in bright sunlight. A gurgling stream flowed off a cliff in a plume of spray.
The four stood still and admired the breathtaking view. Over the edge of the mountain, they saw a carpet of clouds stretching to the horizon. It was just like in Grandad’s stories! They missed him so much.
This special moment was interrupted by a bark. Lupa had found an old hut! The roof had fallen in, the windows were broken, and the door swung on rusty hinges.
When Jack, Lily, Alex and Emma went inside, they saw cobwebs everywhere. Rusty tins of food filled the cupboards.
“This place is a complete wreck!” snorted Jack.
“But it could be beautiful,” replied Emma. “This hut was special to Grandad – we can bring it back to life together.”
The four siblings agreed to make it wonderful again! They hauled up timber, windows and a new door to fix the house, and painted it in bright colours. They got a new roof, an iron stove to keep them warm and a big sofa to snuggle up on.



		
			
				
					
				
			

		

	


		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
The four children planted a garden of mountain flowers, and it became their special place.
They named the highest peak ‘Angel’s Hill’. The flat area outside the hut became the ‘Alien Landing Pad’, and the waterfall was called ‘Adam’s Fall’, in memory of their beloved grandfather.
The children put up a swing under a tall tree. When they swung out over the edge of the cliff, it felt as if they were flying!
Though Jack, Lily, Alex and Emma loved having the place to themselves, after a few years of living there, they agreed to share it with the lucky people who could find their way up.
Legends say that those who are brave enough to reach the Infinite Mountain and witness its wonders are changed forever. Everyone who steps into this magical place is enchanted by the experience, and it lives on in their memories.
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  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
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  }
  function control(cls, label) {
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    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
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    guard(b);
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  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
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  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
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    paint();
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    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
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    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
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  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
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})();




OEBPS/image/152.png





OEBPS/image/56.png





OEBPS/image/26.png





OEBPS/image/13.png





OEBPS/image/118.png





OEBPS/image/69.png





OEBPS/image/5.png





OEBPS/image/16.png





OEBPS/image/41.png





OEBPS/image/84.png





OEBPS/audio/narration-2-en-GB-1768333772150.mp3
null

70.58193



OEBPS/image/24.png





OEBPS/image/112.png





OEBPS/image/76.png





OEBPS/image/138.png





OEBPS/image/33.png





OEBPS/image/129.png





OEBPS/image/93.png





OEBPS/image/120.png





OEBPS/image/65.png





OEBPS/image/52.png





OEBPS/image/48.png





OEBPS/image/101.png





OEBPS/image/22.png





OEBPS/image/78.png





OEBPS/image/18.png





OEBPS/audio/narration-4-en-GB-1768333805396.mp3
null

66.950554



OEBPS/image/114.png





OEBPS/image/131.png





OEBPS/image/95.png





OEBPS/image/82.png





