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The Racer from outer SPACE



		“W hy are you painting it purple? That’s silly – whoever heard of a purple submarine?”



		“It’s NOT a submarine, it’s a Star Chariot! That’s why I put stars on it!”
“Who said you could do that?”
“I did! It was MY idea to enter this soapbox derby race, anyway!”
“NO IT WASN’T!”
Emani wandered out of the barn while Archie and Kevon kept arguing. The boys were best friends, but they could never agree about anything. Sometimes Emani thought they were friends because they liked arguing with each other!
The barn was out in the fields near their houses, and it was hidden by bushes and trees. It was the perfect place to work on their soapbox racer!
Emani stared at the flyer nailed to the wall of the barn...
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PUDDLETHORPE DOWNHILL SOAPBOX CHALLENGE! Saturday 14th June at 2pm! Winners and best-decorated racers win BIG PRIZES!
Archie and Kevon had agreed for once: they HAD to enter! Kevon’s big brother had built the frame, and Emani got wheels from a broken pushchair and her old bike.
But now the sun was going down. The race was TOMORROW, and the two boys still hadn’t agreed on how to decorate their racer. It would never be finished in time!
A flash of light in the sky attracted Emani’s attention. Something was plummeting towards the Earth…
“GUYS!” she shouted. “Shut up and look at this!”
The boys stopped squabbling and came outside. Emani pointed up at the sky.
“It’s a plane!” said Kevon.
“Nah, it’s obviously one of those drone things!” said Archie.
The object was getting bigger! “Do you think it’s heading this way?” Emani asked nervously.
The three kids threw themselves on the ground as the thing hit the barn with an almighty crash. Splinters flew everywhere!
Kevon was the first one to get up. “Is everyone all right?”
Emani rolled over and groaned. “I think so!”
“I’m OK…” said Archie in a muffled voice, “…but I can’t see!”
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“That’s because you have your helmet over your eyes!” said Emani. She straightened it up for him.
“Look over here!” said Kevon. He was peering into the barn.
The roof had collapsed – and in the wreckage was a silvery dome-shaped machine. It was covered with multi-coloured lights that flicked on and off at random.
“What is THAT?” breathed Emani.
“Who cares?” yelled Archie “Look what it did to our cart!”
Emani felt her heart sink. The machine had crushed their racer!
Just then, there was a hissing sound as a porthole opened on the side of the silvery thing. Out popped a little blue creature with big eyes. He blinked at them curiously.
Archie stepped towards him and waved in a friendly way.
“Hi!” he said. “Um… welcome to Earth, I guess!”
It wasn’t the best speech ever. The creature blinked again.
Emani tugged on Archie’s sleeve and whispered, “I don’t think he understands our language!”
She pointed at the alien, waved her hands as if beckoning to him, and then made a big circle with her arms. Hmmm, that wasn’t very clear!
Just then, she saw a picture in her mind – as if the creature was sending her a message. She saw a planet where purple seaweedlike plants grew beneath a pink sky. Dozens of creatures that looked like the visitor roamed across its hills. That must be his homeworld!
She thought of pictures of Earth – its forests and oceans and cities full of people. The alien blinked twice, as if he understood!
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The blue fellow peered at the wreckage of their racer.
Emani wanted to tell the creature about how they were making the soapbox racer for a contest, but couldn’t enter now that it was wrecked. She concentrated and made some pictures in her mind...
A crowd on the big hill in town. Carts zooming down the hill. Their wrecked racer!
The creature blinked and raised his hands. The silver ship and the bits of soapbox racer started glowing and floated up into the air...
The next afternoon, nearly everyone in Puddlethorpe
had gathered on the big hill to watch the soapbox racer challenge. Big bales of hay marked the course, which had lots of bumps, curves and sharp corners.
Emani, Kevon, Archie and their new friend waited nervously for the race to begin. They were wearing jumpsuits that were decorated to look like astronaut gear!
The announcer’s voice came over the speakers. “Next up is the spaceship racer! The drivers are Archie, Kevon, Emani and… who is this in the alien costume?”
Emani quickly said, “His name is, um, Hugh Effo!”
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She pulled the cover off their repaired cart – and the crowd cheered! Their new alien friend had added spaceship parts to their boxcar racer. It now had a sleek metal body, pulsing lights and a cockpit big enough to hold all four of them!
The contestants piled into their vehicles and lined up on the start line. Archie was driving the spaceship racer, while Kevon handled the brakes. The hill looked VERY steep now that they were on top of it! Was it too late to pull out?
Then a horn blew, and their racer began rolling downhill. It started slowly, but soon picked up speed. Archie steered around corners as hay bales and cheering spectators whizzed past on either side.
The other carts began overtaking them. The fire engine raced past, but crashed when its front wheels fell off! Archie skidded around it, but they were knocked to one side like a dodgem when a cart that looked like a shark banged into them.
Their ‘spaceship’ went up on two wheels and began to wobble. “I can’t control it!” yelled Archie.
They swerved towards a wall of hay bales. Kevon pushed on the brakes, but they didn’t seem to do anything! Emani put her hands over her eyes and braced herself for the crash…
That was when Hugh pushed a glowing blue button. The cart began to hum, and its lights flashed more brightly. Their racer hit the hay bales – and bounced off as if it was protected by an invisible shield!
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“Our cart has a force field!” Emani shrieked excitedly.
They bounced down the track like a pinball, knocking other carts out of the way as they went. It was frightening and terribly exciting at the same time!
There was silence as they zoomed across the finish line and skidded to a stop. The crowd was speechless! Nobody had ever seen a soapbox racer do THAT before…
Finally, the announcer’s voice boomed out again.
“The award for the fastest AND coolest racer goes to… the amazing spaceship!”
Archie, Kevon, Emani and Hugh lifted up their trophy as the crowd cheered loudly.
Kevon put his arms around Archie and Emani. “Well done, team! But now we have to find a way to get Hugh home!”
Their friend blinked at them – blinking must mean ‘yes, please’ in the alien’s language! They laughed and headed back to the barn.
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Working togetheR!
In this tale, Hugh and the kids got together to build a winning racer. Sometimes you have to compromise to get something done, but it can be worth it! Think of times when you worked with others to achieve something. Was it easy or difficult? What is the best thing about teamwork?
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(function () {
  var ACTIVE = '-epub-media-overlay-active', NS = 'http://www.w3.org/1999/xhtml';
  var T = 420, HIT = 64, TW = 52, TH = 40;
  function el(tag, cls) { var e = document.createElementNS(NS, tag); if (cls) e.setAttribute('class', cls); return e; }
  function css() {
    var st = el('style');
    st.textContent =
      '@keyframes pt-out{0%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '48%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.55,0,.8,.3)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-in{0%{transform:scale(.03,.05);opacity:0;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1)}' +
      '52%{transform:scale(1,.05);opacity:1;animation-timing-function:cubic-bezier(.2,.7,.35,1.04)}' +
      '100%{transform:scale(1,1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-pop{0%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}65%{transform:scale(1.12);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}}' +
      '@keyframes pt-unpop{0%{transform:scale(1);opacity:1}100%{transform:scale(.2);opacity:0}}' +
      '.pt-fold{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-closing{animation:pt-out ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-opening{animation:pt-in ' + T + 'ms both}' +
      '.pt-fold.pt-collapsed,.pt-fold.pt-collapsed *{visibility:hidden!important;opacity:0!important;pointer-events:none!important}' +
      '.pt-shade{position:absolute;left:0;top:0;width:100%;height:100%;pointer-events:none;' +
      'filter:drop-shadow(0 2px 3px rgba(0,0,0,.16))}' +
      '.pt-shade>.pt-panel{box-shadow:none}' +
      '.pt-panel.pt-dogear{-webkit-clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%);' +
      'clip-path:polygon(0 0,100% 0,100% calc(100% - var(--pt-s)),calc(100% - var(--pt-s)) 100%,0 100%)}' +
      '.pt-flap{position:absolute;pointer-events:none;filter:drop-shadow(-1px -1px 1.5px rgba(0,0,0,.35))}' +
      '.pt-hit,.pt-tab{position:absolute;z-index:6;padding:0;margin:0;cursor:pointer;-webkit-tap-highlight-color:transparent;' +
      'touch-action:manipulation;background:none;border:0}' +
      '.pt-hit{width:' + HIT + 'px;height:' + HIT + 'px}' +
      '.pt-tab{width:' + TW + 'px;height:' + TH + 'px;box-sizing:border-box;border-radius:14px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);display:flex;align-items:center;justify-content:center;gap:4px;visibility:hidden;' +
      'box-shadow:0 2px 6px rgba(0,0,0,.3)}' +
      '.pt-tab::before{content:"";position:absolute;left:10px;bottom:-9px;width:12px;height:12px;background:var(--pt-fill);' +
      'border-right:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom:2.5px solid var(--pt-edge);border-bottom-right-radius:3px;' +
      'transform:rotate(45deg) skew(8deg,8deg)}' +
      '.pt-tab i{display:block;width:6px;height:6px;border-radius:50%;background:var(--pt-edge);pointer-events:none}' +
      '@keyframes pt-dot{0%,60%,100%{transform:translateY(0)}30%{transform:translateY(-4px)}}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:pt-dot 1.2s ease-in-out infinite}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(2){animation-delay:.15s}.pt-tab.pt-on i:nth-child(3){animation-delay:.3s}' +
      '.pt-tab::after{content:"";position:absolute;inset:-12px}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-on{visibility:visible;animation:pt-pop 320ms cubic-bezier(.3,.7,.4,1) both}' +
      '.pt-tab.pt-off{visibility:visible;animation:pt-unpop 140ms ease-in both}' +
      '@media (prefers-reduced-motion: reduce){.pt-tab.pt-on i{animation:none}}' +
      '.pt-hit:focus-visible,.pt-tab:focus-visible{outline:3px solid #fcc128;outline-offset:2px}';
    (document.head || document.documentElement).appendChild(st);
  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
    if (m[3] === 0) m = [255, 255, 255];
    var fill = 'rgb(' + m[0] + ',' + m[1] + ',' + m[2] + ')';
    var dark = 0.2126 * m[0] + 0.7152 * m[1] + 0.0722 * m[2] < 140;
    return { fill: fill, edge: dark ? '#f2f2f2' : '#5b6470' };
  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
    box.appendChild(fold);
    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
    // blocks sharing this panel (merged: stacked close together) fold with it, towards the same point
    var sid = panel.getAttribute('data-pt-sid'), more = [], at = [];
    var marks = sid ? document.querySelectorAll('.pt-member[data-pt-lead="' + sid + '"]') : [];
    for (var j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) at.push(marks[j].parentNode.getBoundingClientRect());
    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
    for (j = 0; j < marks.length; j++) more.push(wrap(marks[j].parentNode));
    var fold = wrap(box);
    var extra = [];  // a merged group's other panels: one shadow around the whole shape
    for (var e = panel.parentNode.firstChild; e; e = e.nextSibling)
      if (e.nodeType === 1 && e.classList.contains('pt-extra')) extra.push(e);
    if (!panel.classList.contains('drawn')) {  // the shadow moves onto a layer so the cut corner keeps it
      var shade = el('div', 'pt-shade');
      panel.parentNode.insertBefore(shade, extra[0] || panel);
      for (j = 0; j < extra.length; j++) shade.appendChild(extra[j]);
      shade.appendChild(panel);
    }
    var L = panel.offsetLeft, Tp = panel.offsetTop, W = panel.offsetWidth, H = panel.offsetHeight;
    var S = Math.round(Math.min(13, H / 4));  // small: inside the padding, never over the text
    function paint() {
      var c = colours(panel);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
    panel.style.setProperty('--pt-s', S + 'px');
    panel.classList.add('pt-dogear');
    fold.style.transformOrigin = (L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    for (j = 0; j < more.length; j++)
      more[j].style.transformOrigin = (lead.left - at[j].left + L + W / 2) + 'px ' + (lead.top - at[j].top + Tp + H / 2) + 'px';
    var folds = [fold].concat(more);
    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
    flap.style.width = flap.style.height = S + 'px';
    flap.style.left = (L + W - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.top = (Tp + H - S) + 'px';
    flap.style.background = 'linear-gradient(to bottom right, rgba(255,255,255,.95) 0%, var(--pt-fill) 30%, ' +
      'color-mix(in srgb, var(--pt-fill) 82%, #6b5a45) 49.5%, transparent 50%)';
    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    hit.style.top = (Tp + H - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.left = (L + W / 2 - TW / 2) + 'px';
    tab.style.top = (Tp + H / 2 - TH / 2) + 'px';
    box.appendChild(hit);
    box.appendChild(tab);
    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
      each(function (f) { f.classList.remove('pt-collapsed'); f.classList.add('pt-opening'); after(f, 'pt-opening'); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; hit.style.visibility = ''; }, T + 130);
    }
    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
      var mo = new MutationObserver(function () {
        var now = false;
        each(function (f) { if (f.getElementsByClassName(ACTIVE).length) now = true; });
        if (now && !reading && !keepClosed && fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) expand();
        if (!now && reading) keepClosed = false;
        reading = now;
      });
      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
    }
  }
  function run() {
    var panels = document.querySelectorAll('.pt-panel:not(.pt-extra)');
    if (!panels.length || document.querySelector('.pt-hit')) return;
    css();
    for (var i = 0; i < panels.length; i++) setup(panels[i].parentNode, panels[i]);
  }
  if (document.readyState === 'loading') document.addEventListener('DOMContentLoaded', run); else run();
})();
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