

		
			[image: ]
		

		


The Little Dragon



		Lee Jun Fon was born in San Francisco in the Year of the Dragon, the Month of the Pig, the Day of the Dog and the Hour of the Dragon, according to the Chinese horoscope. This made his father happy, because the Dragon is the mightiest creature of all!



		“Our son is surely destined for greatness!” he told his wife proudly.
Lee Jun Fon’s father was called Hoi Chuen, and he was a famous actor from Hong Kong. The boy’s parents were on a theatre tour in the United States when he was born.
Because he was born in America, the doctor said the baby needed an American name as well as a Chinese one.
“‘Bruce’ is a good name!” she said. “I will put that on his birth certificate!”
“But ‘Bruce’ sounds really weird to me!” his father grumbled.
When Lee Jun Fon was only two months old, a friend of the family came to visit his parents.
“I am making a movie called Golden Gate Girl,” the friend said, “Would it be all right if your little boy played a part in it?”
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His parents agreed, and Lee Jun Fon appeared in his first film… as a baby in a bonnet!
Lee Jun Fon’s mum and dad took him back to Hong Kong, where the rest of their family lived. Everybody was happy to see the new baby!
“What a cutie!” his grandmother cooed. “I shall call him ‘Little Phoenix’... this nickname will protect him from wicked spirits!”
Lee Jun Fon kept the whole family entertained, because he was happy and full of energy! When Lee Jun Fon grew up a bit, his siblings chose a new nickname for him.
“We should call him ‘Never-Sits-Still’!” they said.
That was a good name, because the boy was always running around, jumping on things and knocking over the furniture.
But Lee Jun Fon’s parents found a way to calm him down.
“Look at this!” his father said one day. He held up a magazine with a colourful cover. On it was a picture of a man leaping through the air to attack his enemies!
Lee Jun Fon’s eyes widened in awe. He grabbed the comic and began flipping through the pages. Inside were pictures that told a thrilling story of adventure!
Lee Jun Fon became obsessed with comic books and would spend hours reading them.
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Tales about the Chinese martial art of kung fu were his favourites! He dreamed of being a mighty hero like the ones in these stories…
When Lee Jun Fon was six, his father took him to a set where a movie was being filmed.
As far as the boy was concerned, this place was wonderful! There were big cameras and lights and pieces of scenery everywhere. People were rushing around setting things up, and actors went this way and that in cool costumes.
Lee Jun Fon climbed on the sets, touched the cameras and asked a million questions. He wanted to know how everything worked!
His father apologised to the director in charge. “I’m so sorry!” he told the man. “My little boy can’t sit still!”
The director smiled. “Oh, I like his enthusiasm. In fact, I would like him to act in my next movie!”
That was how Lee Jun Fon came to appear in a film for the second time. In The Birth of Mankind, he played a cheeky little thief. He loved acting and was very proud when the movie came out. He even gave out some autographs at school!
But there was one thing he didn’t like. His father’s name was Hoi Chuen, and on the movie posters Li Jun Fon’s name was given as ‘Little Hoi Chuen’.
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“That’s not fair!” he complained. “I’m not a little version of my father!”
The director just shrugged. “Your father is famous, and people will want to see his son in this movie!”
Lee Jun Fon appeared in more films and became very successful as an actor. When he was nine, he was offered a starring role in a movie. The Kid was about a little boy who joins a gang of robbers. Lee Jun Fon did his own stunts and put a lot of his own personality into the role.
When the movie came out, he was given another name. Instead of being called ‘Little Hoi Chuen’, his name was listed as ‘Little Dragon Li’.
“That is such a cool name!” he said happily.
Lee Jun Fon loved making movies, but he found school boring. Instead of doing his homework, he would go out and play pranks with his gang of friends.
His parents were very concerned. “You need to study harder!” they said. “You can’t be in any more movies until your marks improve!”
Lee Jun Fon didn’t listen. He would often skip school and go out looking for trouble. He got into fights and boasted that he could defeat anyone!
Most of the other kids were scared of him, but a boy called William accepted his challenge. Lee Jun Fon squared his shoulders and thumbed his nose at this opponent to show how tough he was. He then charged forward!
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But William just moved to one side. Lee Jun Fon swung his fist, but William gently blocked it. No matter how hard he tried, Lee Jun Fon could not touch him. He finally gave up, exhausted.
“Where did you learn to fight like that?” he asked.
William laughed. “I learned from Ip Man, master of Wing Chun Kung Fu.”
Lee Jun Fon knew that kung fu was an ancient Chinese way of fighting and he decided to meet this teacher. When he went to Ip Man’s house and knocked on the door, it was opened by a small, elderly man with a shaved head. How could this be a great martial arts master?
Lee Jun Fon took off his expensive sunglasses. “I’m Little Dragon Li, the famous movie star!” he said, puffing out his chest. “They say that you are an expert at kung fu, but you don’t look so tough to me!”
The man just smiled. “Oh, I have heard of you, Little Dragon. You like to get into fights, don’t you?”
Ip Man held out his arms. “Here, put your forearms against mine. See if you can push them to one side and touch me.”
“That sounds easy!” thought Lee Jun Fon. He did as the master said and then tried to touch him. But Ip Man gently guided his attacks to one side – it was like trying to fight against a river.
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This made Lee Jun Fon feel frustrated. He kept trying to touch the master… who kept slipping away!
“Relax, relax!” Ip Man smiled. “You have a lot of fire inside, like a dragon. But to win a battle of ‘sticky hands’, you must be calm, like water.”
Lee Jun Fon realised that he had a lot to learn! He bowed and said “Please teach me, sifu*.”
Lee Jun Fon decided that he wanted to master the art of kung fu. He promised himself that he would work hard – and become the most famous martial artist in the world!
*Sifu is the Cantonese word for ‘teacher’.



		What happened next...



		
Lee Jun Fon practised for many hours each day and soon became one of Ip Man’s top students!
In 1959, he went to the United States to study at university. There, he used his American name: Bruce Lee.
He began to teach kung fu as well. Chinese people thought that he shouldn’t share the martial art with foreigners, but he taught anyone who wanted to learn!
Bruce’s incredible skills were noticed by a producer who got him a part on a TV series called The Green Hornet. Bruce played the hero’s sidekick, Kato. This gave him the chance to show off his kung fu on TV, and he became a star in America! He also created his own martial art, called ‘Jeet Kune Do’, or ‘Way of the Intercepting Fist’.
Bruce starred in many successful action films and started a kung fu craze. His martial arts skills and cool attitude made him world famous, and his movies are still very popular today!
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  }
  function guard(e) {  // taps on our controls must not turn the page or reach the picture's word areas
    ['mousedown', 'mouseup', 'pointerdown', 'pointerup', 'touchstart', 'touchend'].forEach(function (t) {
      e.addEventListener(t, function (ev) { ev.stopPropagation(); }, false);
    });
  }
  function control(cls, label) {
    var b = el('button', cls);
    b.setAttribute('type', 'button');
    b.setAttribute('aria-label', label);
    guard(b);
    return b;
  }
  function after(e, cls, fn) {  // run fn when e's animation ends (or after T ms if animations are off)
    var done = false;
    function end() { if (done) return; done = true; e.classList.remove(cls); fn && fn(); }
    e.addEventListener('animationend', end, { once: true });
    setTimeout(end, T + 120);
  }
  function colours(panel) {  // the panel's colour, opaque, and a contrasting edge (a see-through panel: white)
    var m = (getComputedStyle(panel).backgroundColor.match(/[\d.]+/g) || [255, 255, 255]).map(Number);
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  }
  function wrap(box) {
    var fold = el('div', 'pt-fold');
    while (box.firstChild) fold.appendChild(box.firstChild);
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    return fold;
  }
  function setup(box, panel) {
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    var lead = box.getBoundingClientRect();
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      box.style.setProperty('--pt-fill', c.fill);
      box.style.setProperty('--pt-edge', c.edge);
    }
    paint();
    document.addEventListener('pt-theme', paint);  // the reader picked another text background (switch menu)
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    function each(fn) { for (var q = 0; q < folds.length; q++) fn(folds[q]); }
    var flap = el('span', 'pt-flap');  // the folded-over corner: paper underside, a little darker
    flap.setAttribute('aria-hidden', 'true');
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    panel.parentNode.insertBefore(flap, panel.nextSibling);
    var hit = control('pt-hit', 'Hide text');
    var tab = control('pt-tab', 'Show text');
    for (var k = 0; k < 3; k++) tab.appendChild(el('i'));
    hit.style.left = (L + W - S / 2 - HIT / 2) + 'px';
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    box.appendChild(hit);
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    var busy = false;
    function collapse() {
      if (busy || fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      hit.style.visibility = 'hidden';
      each(function (f) { f.classList.add('pt-closing'); });
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.add('pt-on'); }, T * 0.7);
      each(function (f) { after(f, 'pt-closing', function () { f.classList.add('pt-collapsed'); }); });
      setTimeout(function () { busy = false; }, T + 130);
    }
    function expand() {
      if (busy || !fold.classList.contains('pt-collapsed')) return;
      busy = true;
      tab.classList.remove('pt-on');
      tab.classList.add('pt-off');
      setTimeout(function () { tab.classList.remove('pt-off'); }, 160);
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    hit.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); collapse(); });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function (ev) { ev.preventDefault(); ev.stopPropagation(); expand(); });
    // read-aloud: a box collapsed before the reading reached it opens when its first word is read;
    // a box the reader closes while it is being read stays closed (they chose to look at the picture)
    var reading = false, keepClosed = false;
    hit.addEventListener('click', function () { if (reading) keepClosed = true; });
    tab.addEventListener('click', function () { keepClosed = false; });
    if (window.MutationObserver) {
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        var now = false;
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      each(function (f) { mo.observe(f, { subtree: true, attributes: true, attributeFilter: ['class'] }); });
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  function run() {
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    css();
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